






















HEH HEH! WELL WE 
MEET AGAIN BOILS AND GHOULS' 
MISSED YOU- 


r IT’S BEEN TOD LONS 
BUT MY AIM IS GETTING MUCH BETTER] YOU 
DISMEMBER MY TWO FIENDS AND ME, 00 N’T 
YOU’ WE’RE GHOULUNATICS, TELLERS OF 
TWISTED TALES OF TERROR AND SHOCK 
SUSPENSTORIESl I’M THE CRYPT-KEEPER , 
HE'S THE VAULT-KEEPER, ANO SHE’S^^ 
THE OLD WIT CHI 


SHE’S A REAL 
LOOKER. ISN’T 
SHE?! DROP DEAD 
GORGEOUS! . 


THEY’RE HERE HELPING ME DE-GORE-ATE MY 
CRYPT WITH PORTRAIT PAIN-TINGS OF MY 
FAVORITE DEAD-HEADS! WHICH REMINDS OF 
MY FIRST WILLING STORY ABOUT MY 
L. FAVORITE ARTIST A MAD GENIUS ^ 
KNOWN AS JACK KROLL 














NOTHING MUCH HAPPENS !N THE TOWN 0 F CRANWELL NEW JERSEY. THAT'S WHY WHEN ELDERLY GLADYS PRICE 
PIER PEOPLE NOTICED ESPECIALLY MIKE AND LINDA ANDERSON THE MARRIED COUPLE WHO LIVED NEXT POOR. 


X WONDER 
WHO'S GOING * 
TO MOVE INTO £ 


IT'S HARD TO^ 
BELIEVE SHE'S 
GONE. SHE WAS 
OLD EVEN WHEN 
X WAS A KID^ 




r X HEARD J 
SOME 
WEALTHY 
COMPUTER 
GUY WAS 
LOOKING 
THE PLACE 
k OVER A 


▼ MILLIE AT^H 
| THE REAL 1 
ESTATE OFFICE* 
SAID A 

DOCTOR HAD J 
k EXPRESSED / 
\ INTEREST A 



■ DURING THE NEXT SIX MONTHS AuL THE CUSTOMERS AT THE LOCAL DINER 
^ WHERE MIKE WORKED AS A COOK, AND LINDA, AS A WAITRESS, HAD IDEAS... 











































































'HE/ I TALK TO ‘ 
YOU ALL THE TIME 
AMP BELIEVE ME 
HE'S MOT MISSIMO 
kL AMyTHIMO 1 U 


r IT'S BEEM ^ 
THREE MOMTHS 
SIMCE KROLL MOVEP 
IM MEXT DOOR AMP 
HE HASM'T TALKED . 
^ TO US OMCE ^ 


HE MUST ~ 
HAVE MOMEy; HE 
POESMT SEEM 
TO HAVE A JOB. 


r FRAN AT THE ^ 
HARDWARE STORE 1 
SAyS HE COMES IM AT 
LEAST OMCE A WEEK 
AMD BUYS PAIMT A 
^ AMD CAMVASES 


MOT LIKE THE 
CLAMOROUS 
OMES WE HAVE 
AT THE DIMER A 


A FEW MICHTS LATER-. 


are you 
AWAKE MIKE? 


I AM MOW ^ 
IT'S MIPMIOHT 

IS IT youR 
IMSOMMIA AOAIM?. 


MO IT'S ^ 
/OUR ELEPHAMTl 
LIKE SMORIMC- 1 
HEy THATS JACK 
KROLL'S CAR- , 
EVERy MICHT ATj 
THIS TIME HE A 
v COES OUT^B 














































Y YEAH THAT'S ^ 
r MY 1PEA OP 1 
FUN--TAIUNO SOMCT 
WEIRPO IN THE L 
i MIPPLE OF THE J 
-•. NIOHT/ ^ 


r C'MON LET S ^ 
FOLLOW HIM 
ANP SEE WHERE 
. HE OOFS > 


" THIS COULP ^ 
BE A WILP OOOSE 
CHASE BUT I PON'T 
CARE. I WANT . 
► ^ ANSWERS 


V TV LIKE ^ 
ANSWERS TOO 
LIKE WHA T MAPE Ml 
SAY n I PO" FIFTEEh 
. YEARS AGO? 


r WHERE S HE ^ 
OOINO? WEVE BEEN 
PRIV'INO FOR 10 
MINUTES ALREAPY 
ANP I'M LOS I NO MY 
^ BEAUTY SLEEP A 


r TUR2P'<? ^ 
NOTHINO IN THIS 
PIRECTION THAT 
IS EXCEPT... A 
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r ...THE TOWN^ 
cemetery; so 

THAT'S WHERE 
HE'S BEEN GOING, 
BLIT WHY? A 


V MAYBE HE'S ^ 
VISITING THE LAST i 
COUPLE THAT FOL 
.LOWED HIM AROUNDj 
L AT NIGHT i 



r THERE HE 16/^ 
THIS IS REALLY 

creepy: even 

.SCARIER THAN OUR. 
L HONEYMOON/ A 


r KEEP YOUR ^ 
VOICE DOWN- WE 
PONT WANT HIM 
TO HEAR US a 


9 AND WE • 
DONT WANT 
TO WAKE UP ,' 
>. ANYONE . 


o 

■< m * j 

1 < V 

. 

fW : f v j 

l) F* ll\ 



HE'S PAINTING 
A PICTURE/ . 


r WELL I > 
GUESS STAMP 
COLLECTING ISN T 
.FOR EVERYONE . 
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S* THESE MUST BE 

SOME Of HIS POINTINGS' ^ 
LOOK OT All THOSE CORPSES' 
YOU PONT THINK HE 
> OCTUOLiy PIGS THEM ^ 

f m up oo you 7 ^ 


F IP HE HOP 
r MART/ OT HE 
POLICE STO'HON 
WOULPVE SOIP 
SOMETHING OT OUR 
WEEKty POKER < 
W_ GOME 







































































"KROLL'S paintinos OF 

ORAVEYARPS ANP CORPSES N 
ARE PART OF AN IMPORTANT 
NEW ART MOVEMENT CALLEP, 
'OUTSIPER ART.'" YOU MEAN J 
PEOPLE ACTUALLY 
^BUY THIS JUNK** 


r KEEP COINO,' 
YOU HAVEN'T 
OOTTEN TO THE 
COOP PART . 
v yet. y 



rHOLY COW/ “HIS paintinosN 
OF ORAVEYARPS ANP CORPSES 
COMMANP UPWARPS OF FIFTY 
k THOUSANP POLLARS ^ 
EACH/ 


^ NO WONPER 1 
r THE OUY POESNT 
WORK AT A REGULAR 
N JOB! HE'S y 
iiv LOAPEP/ .yf] 








































































FIFTY THOUSAND 
EACH/ THAT MEANS 
FOR EVER/ TWENTY 
PAINTINOS HE SELLS 
HE'S MAKINO A MIL 
^ LION COLLARS > 


HE MUST ' 
HAVE POZENS 
OF THEM IN 
HIS HOUSE’ 















































































































IT SOUNPS GREAT! THIS GU/ KROLL 
WILL BE FUNPINO OUR EARLY RETIREMENT. 
IT'LL BE LIKE HAVINO A RICH UNCLE WHO 
LIKES US. ANP THE BEST PART IS NO ONE 
WILL REALLY" GET HURT. KROLL WILL JUST 
PAINT A FEW MORE TO MAKE UP 
FOR HIS LOSSES. 



Y KROLL 
IETIREMENT. \ 
JNCLE WHO ) 
IS NO ONE J 
WILL JUST/ 
iKE 






















































































kroul's 

INTO HIS CAR. IN A 
FEW MINUTES THAT 
CREEP WILL BE 
ON HIS WAV' TO > 
k NEW YORK 


A WEEK 

wewt by 

ANP THEN 
THE PAy 
c:m e... 


r IT TAKES AT ^ 
LEAST AN HOUR ANP A 
HALF TO OET TO THE CITY 
PLUS WITH THE TRAFFIC AT 
THIS HOUR, yOU CAN APP 
AT LEAST ANOTHER A 
k. HALF HOUR 


T 


ACCORPINC TO THE N 
ART OALLERy THE OPENING 
PARTY SHOULP 00 ON PAST , 
MIPNIOHT. SO WE'RE LOOKING . 



THAT'S ASSUMING 
THAT HE POESN'T 
STAy AT A HOTEL IN 
NEW YORK FOR THE 
NIOHT. BUT WE CAN'T 
COUNT ON THAT 































































r NOW REMEMBER, ^ 

yOU'RE STANDING 
WATCH OUTSIDE. CALL 
ME ON yOUR CELL IF 
THERE ARE ANY SIGNS, 
k. OF TROUBLE 


OKAY. 



MIKE PRIES OPEN A WINDOW AND LOWERS 
HIMSELF INTO HIS NEIGHBOR'S BASEMENT 


“ LOOK AT ALL ^ 
THIS JUNK IT LOOKS 
LIKE A RUMMAGE 
„ SALE AT STEPHEN 
k^KINGS HOUSE 
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r PAY PIR17 XT'S ^ 
A TREASURE TROVE/ ’ 
THERE'S ENOUGH 
HERE TO PAY FOR OUR 
RETIREMENT A HUN- > 
^ PREP TIMES ^ 
^-OVER^^^H 


MIKE EAGERLY GRABS AS MANY 
PAINTINGS AS HE CAN CARRY 
ANP RETURNS TO HIS HOUSE... 


NOT YET/ ^ 
I'M GOING BACK 
ANP MAKING 
ANOTHER RUN/i 


F THEM/ THEY'RE ; 
THE UGUEST THINGS' 
YOU'VE EVER SEEN 
k ANP WORTH THEIR J 
K WEIGHT IN _ 
.GOUP' 


BUT WE'VE ^ 
GOT PLENTY 
HERE 


I PON'T 
BELIEVE rr 
WE PIP IT' 


r I'LL JUST GET ^ 
A FEW MORE. I'M 
TELLING YOU HE HAS 
A WHOLE BASEMENT . 
k FULL OF THEM/ A 














































I PON'T LIKE IT 
IT'S TOO RISKY/ WE 
HAVE MORE THAN 
ENOUGH/ PON'T . 
SET OREEPY.*.# 


YOU THINK 
TOO SMALL. WAfT 
HERE I'LL BE BASK 
^IN TEN MINUTES 1 



BACK AT KROLL'S HOUSE. 


WHEN THE 
r HOUSE ALARM 
WENT OFF IN MY CAR 
I HAP TO COME BACK 
ANP INVESTt£ATE"WELL 
WELL IF IT ISN T 
k MY NEXT-POOR . 

NEIGHBOR/ ^ 


PON'T MOVE 
OR ILL 
SHOOT YOU/ 


f KROLL?/^ 
BUT 1 
YOU'RE 1 
SUPPOSEP 
TO BE AT THE 
OALLERY IN i 
NEW A 
L YORK M 


LOOK 
UH I CAN 
EXPLAIN... 





















































ApTER SETTING BACK TO HIS HOUSE, MIKE TOLP UNPA WHAT 
HAPPENED. THEN HE SHOWERED, CHANGED CLOTHES AND 
TOGETHER THEY OOT INTO THEIR CAR AND DROVE TO THEIR 
STORAGE UNIT OUTSIDE OP THE NEXT TOWN... 



A FEW DAYS LATER THE OWNER OF THE 
NEW YORK ART OALLERY CALLED THE 
CRANWELL POLICE TO REPORT THAT 
THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE TO REACH 
KROLL. THE POLICE CHECKED KROLL'S 
HOUSE AND FOUND HIS BODY... 



































A YEAR WENT BY, A NIP 
LIFE WENT ON IN THE 
TOWN OF CRANWELL. 
AND PEOPLE FOROOT 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
WHO WAS MURDERED. 
BUT THERE WERE TWO 
PEOPLE WHO DID NCT 
FOROET... 











































































BUT BEFORE MIKE ANP UNPA COULD TAKE 
ANY MORE OF THE PAINT1NOS OUT, THEY 
HEARP THE SOUNP OF SOMETHING SCRAPINO 
AOAINST THE ASPHALT ON THE OROUNP. ANP 
THEM that TERRIBLE SMELL SUPPENLy 
OOT MUCH, MUCH WORSE..■ 


OH MY LORP/ ' J 
?CHOKE< CORPSES' ~ 
JUST LIKE THE ONES IN 
KROLL'S PAINTINGS/ 
ONLY THESE ARE REAL/ 
ANP THAT ONE IS 
. PRESSEP IN KROLL SA 
" CLOTHES .. ■ 


f ANP THE ^ 
' OTHERS... THAT 
BLUE PRESS... THE 
STRIPEP SHIRT... 

.. THEY'RE KROLL S, 
MOPELS.'.' A 


THE NEXT PAY THE POLICE FOUNP MIKE ANP LINPA PEAP. THEYP MV UMW ATTACKS. JjjL 
OPP5 OF THAT HAPPENING, ACCORP1NO TO THE MEPICAL EXAMINER, WERE ASTRONOMKAL ‘ JfiEPAIbff- 
INOS WERE RE COVE REP, ANP SENT TO JACK KROLL'S ONLY LIVINO RELATIVE; AN OLP AUNT, WHOM, 
FOR SOME REASON, THOUOHT THEY WERE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL THINQS SHE'P EVER SEEN 


MR Byes: 




















YOU SOT TO ADMIT- THOSE MORBID MAS 
TERPIECES ARE WORTH DIEING FOR! EXCUSE 
ME FOR A SECOND AS I GET ALL BIBUCAL 
^ ON MY CRYPT-GUESTS... 


THERE! A LITTLE WISDOM OF 
SOLOMON NEVER HURT ANYONE! 
I HOPE THEY’VE LEARNED 
A VALUABLE LESSON— ^ 


^ ...JUST LIKE 
THOMAS DONALLEY 
WILL IN THIS TALE 
^ I CALL,.. . 

















AN ABOMINATION 
BOPN OF NATUPE 
PAOXOACTIVE WASTE 
L AND EVIL 
















TOMMV 


APE you S'till” 
PLAyiNS WITH 
THOSE HOPPI8LE 
^ DOLLS 3 ^ 


you pe ” 

SONNA BE LATE 
POP WOPK/ . 



































































































































































^NO >HUPFO 
WAIT / >PUFF< 


1 &e£ATf NOW WHAT 
AM I SUPPOSED TO DO 
POP A WHOLE HOUP 
UNTIL THE NEXT BUS 
L COMES ALONS 3 J 




























































CeUO ?THAT 

ceeepy suy 

IS WOCKINS 
_ TOO Ay.' . 


I HATE THE 
WAY HE TALKS 
LIKE HE KNOWS 
EVECyTHINS.' 


Ij 

1—I, * vrfl V''l^jrwv• 

y^r^A 




jbt^ 




THINS OF PENULTIMATE ’ 
EXCELLENCE, WHEPE , 
HAVE YOU 8E6N My / 
• WHOLE LIFE 1 * ,-■< 












































































I CAN PINO A 
DOZEN OP THESE 
ONLINE POP 
HALF THAT/ 


<I'LL SE PPICINS 
UP yO-SI-MON CAPDS 
. IF you NEED ANy > 
MOPE HELP 


TOAAM/. I THOUSHT I TOLD 

^ yOU TO SO TO BED' 


BUT LATEP THAT 
NISHT... 


I CAN" T EVEN 
FIND A PICTUPE 
L OP IT/ I 


F I WON T^B 
r SLEEP 1 
A WINK ' 
IP I HAVE 
TO WOPPy 
ABOUT WHAT i 

you APE UPi 

L TO DOWN \ 
k HEPS M 


w WHy DIDN'T 
I ASK HIM WHAT 
THE STUPID THINS 
a, WAS CALLED^! 


JH. NO. 




































WATCH yOUP^ 
MOUTH yOUNC 
MAN Of? ILL ST APT 
CHAPStNS you POP 
^ POOP AS AIN 't ^ 


r IP IT WAS ^ 

ON£ OP youp 

STUPID CUTIEZ 
PISUPINES 
you D StVE IT . 
k TOM£ J 


I DONT 
CAPE WHAT 
SHE SAyS 


I'VE SOT TO 
SET THAT MONEy' 
l SOMEHOW | 
























































































APE you 
HOME FPOM 
WOPK TOMMy : 


yEAH, 

MOM.' 




W DUST ONE MOPE 
DAy OF WOPK TO 
(SET THPOUSH AND THEN 
ILL HAVE THE WEEKEND 
_ TO LOOK AT IT A S , 
L MUCH AS I UKE_J 












































-J even ip the 

DPAVON'S HOAPD WIU- <31VE 
ME HALF Of WHAT X PAID f OP 
THAT IMPOPT FXSUPE I STIU- 
WON'T HAVE ENOUGH TO PAY 
"I MACMIU-ANS SACK BY )' 
TOMOPPOW y**'' 


MAYSE 
THEYLL 8UY 
SOME Of 
. MY OTH-_ 


NOOOOOOOOOOf. 













eecAAA&H/ 















































r we've sot ” 

yOUP STATEMENT 


W£'LL CALL 

you IF W£ HAVE 
ANy QUESTIONS 



I CAN'T 8ELIEVE 
THOSE STUPID COPS, 
NEVEP SUSPECTED 
* A THINS/ r 


W* IN ANy EVENT 
r we pe soeey Ff 


we pe soppy fop 
. youp LOSS d 


ALSO DONT 
LEAVE TOWN 


UH, 

THANKS. 


I MEAN, I 
.WON'T. 


Hey, WHAT'S 
THAT?/ . 



i: 

U | 

V | 

t 

UBEs 





























AAA©H/ 


HELLO 


ALPISHT 

WHOEVEt? 

you APE.' 


I VE HAD OUST 
ABOUT ENOUSH 
w OF THIS' 


















AAAAAA&H? 


TAIte THAT' OWf 


AKO THAT OW/ 








THIS CAN r ee 
HAPPENING 


I HAVE 
TO SET OUT 
. OF HEPE . 


AAAA&Hf 




















youf 


NOOOOOO/ 


you eeou&HT ^ 
THEM TO LIFE J 
SOMEHOW' * 


'' HOW COULD ^ 
you TUPN MY OWN FULLY 
POSEAGLE MtCGO-AGTICU 
. LATED ACTION FI&UOES 
^^ASAINST ME* 


STAY AWAY/ 


6000 LOCO! NOi 
7 NOOOOOO / 



f] V 

i 




I J^S' 


ML 


''' Mon; 


£k 

!^v 



1 

\A1 

mm 

















HA! HA! HA! TOMMY GOT MORE ACTION FROM 
HIS FULLY-POSEABLE, MICRO-ARTICULATED 
^ FIGURES THAN HE BARGAINED FORI^ 


f SEE KIDDIES- > 
ALWAYS BE SURE 
TO READ THE LABEL! 
OR DO YOU JUST 
THINK THAT’S JUST 
V A CROC-O-ZOIDl/ 




...I MAKE SURE TO ACCURATELY DEGRADE! AFTER 
ALL IF THERE’S ANYTHING YOU LEARN IN A CRYPT 
IT’S HOW TO GET YOUR COLLECTIBLES SLABBED! AND I 
CERTAINLY MADE SURE TO PACK EVERYTHING SECURELY 1 
L I FIND THAT PINE BOXES WORK BEST FOR ME— A 
ALTHOUGH THE SHRED-EX GUY DOESN’T 
SEEM TO APPRECIATE IT! ^ 


SO LET’S NOT WAIT 
A HALF CENTURY UNTIL WE ^ 
MEET AGAIN! BE BACK IN JUST 
SIXTY DAYS FOR MORE TALES j 
FROM THE CR YPT! 
















The Return of 

TALES FRO 
THE CRYPT 


I t's one of the biggest surprises in the world of comics and graphic novel publishing! Shortly 
before the 2007 New York Comic Con, Papercutz announced that we would be publishing 
all-new TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. After more than 50 years, EC Comics' legendary 
flagship title returns with all-new shocking SuspenStories, narrated by the original Crypt- 
Keeper, Old Witch, and Vault Keeper. Each issue will feature two 2)-page tales of terror in the 
EC tradition! 

Reactions ranged from excitement from fans thrilled to see the most famous horror comicbook 
ever return after over fifty years, to shock- that it was to be coming from a publisher primarily 
known for its graphic novels such as Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys which contain material 
suitable for all-ages, as the HBO TALES FROM THE CRYPT series certainly contained a fair 
amount of adult content. 

"People forget that the original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, published by the EC 
Comics bade in the 50s, was also intended for all-ages, and its primary readership was young 
boys," Papercutz Editor-in-Chief Jim Salicrup is quick to point out. But that may be exactly what 
fans find so controversial, t he original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics, featuring stories 
dreamed up by EC publisher William M. Gaines and his editor AI Feldstein, and drawn by 
Feldstein, as well as Graham Ingles, Jack Davis, Jack Kamen, Joe Orlando, Wally Wood, Harvey 
Kurtzman, Bill Elder, Reed Crandall, Johnny Craig, Al Williamson, George Evans, and colored 
by Marie Severin, started a horror comics craze that soon drew the attention of psychiatrist Dr. 
Frederick Wertham. 

Wertham reacted to horror comics' popularity with children by writing a book called "Seduction 
of the Innocent/' which maintained that comics led to Juvenile delinquency and even worse 
behavior. Parents were understandably alarmed, and soon the Senate Subcommittee to 
Investigate Juvenile Delinquency was taking a hard look at comicbooks. EC Comics publisher 
Bill Gaines spoke before the Subcommittee, but was unable to convince them that his comics 
were entertaining stories told in good taste. Ultimately, comicbook publishers adversely affected 
by the negative puhlicity created the Comics Magazine Association of America which would 
review comics and award a seal of approval to assure parents that the comic's contents were safe, 
wholesome entertainment. 

Unfortunately, it was too late for many publishers, as the negative publicity had so hurt sales of 
comics that many comicbook companies went out of business. EC Comics, tried to hang in 
there, but despite canceling their horror comics, and creating new titles such as “Valor" and 
"Psychoanalysis," only MAD comics, in a new magazine format, survived. 

Hie question is, was TALES FROM CRYPT really all that bad? “Of course not!" Salicrup insists. 
"Ironically, many of the original stories would be approved by today's revised Comics Code, but 
sure, there were some stories that still wouldn't get by. The point here is that the stories that 
Papercutz will be creating will be aimed at readers age 10 and up. Instead of excessive blood and 
gore, we'll be sticking to the TALES FROM THE CRYPT tradition of stories filled with inter¬ 
esting characters, lots of dark humor, and of course, the trademarked EC "shock" endings!" 

But ultimately it's you who will decide if we succeeded or failed. Send your comments to us at 
salicrup@papercutz.com or to THE CRYPT-KFEPER'S CORNER, PAPERCUTZ, 40 Exchange 
Place, Ste. 1308, New York, NY 10005. We'll run the most interesting comments in our next 
issue, which is coming your way in just 60 days. 

When reached for comment, The Crypt-Keeper said, ‘It's good to be back, boils and ghouls- 
and it’s about time! Ahahahah!" 







TALES 


NO. 2 ™ M W MM 

ALL-NEW! r* n rt BL A U C 


$3.95 

$4.95 CAN 
































NUMBER 613 I SEP AVENUE HAS SEEN 
8ETTEP DAYS 


THPOUSH CPIMY WINDOWS ITS 
TENANTS WATCH SNOWFLAKES COVEB 
THE STREETS WITH A FINE WHITE 
COAT KNOWING THAT THE SNOW 
HEPALDS A COLD THAT WON T BE 
HELD SACK BY SHODDY INSULATION 
AND IPBESULAP BLASTS OF HEAT 


YES LIFE AT 6l3 ICEP AVENUE IS 
HAPD IF YOU ASK ANYONE . ANYONE 
EXCEPT OAMES WlNCHELL ITS 
CHEAPSKATE LANDLOPD 


-TWO-YEAP^I 
LEASE AND YOU 
WANT TO PAtSE US 

„ ey thigty Pec?- 
CBNTP V 


r 'EY/ WHEN YOU ^ 
SONNA FIXXA HEAT 15 
AIN T BEEN WOPKIN 
w FOP DAYS' . 


y MISTEP ^ 
WlNCHELL.' WE BEEN 
WAITIN ONNA NEW 
FPIDCE FOP A . 
WEEK' 


Isassaa, 
















































































































































































































































































































































POOPLY MANAGED, THE 
TWO-rAMILY BROOKLYN 
HOME IS SPOKEN AND 
NESLeCTEO-- 


—INCLUDING THE ADJACENT CEMETEPVI FOPGOTTEN 
BY BUSY PELATIVES AND AVOIDED BY LOCAL GANGS, 




AS BAD AS G13 IGEP 
AVENUE IS, THE BUILDING 
DOESN'T COMPAPE TO 
NUMBEP 666 COLT STPEET 




































DESPITE OPDEPS NOT TO IMPPOVE THE PPOPEPTY, HE MOVES 
IN WITH STATE-OF-THE-APT 6AOSETS ANO SEVEPAL SPACE 
HEATEPS, ANO AS SUCH HIS FIPST FEW OAYS APE A BPEEZE 


V ■ 






THE eUlUOINS IS CUPPENTLY EMPTY, ANO OAMES WINCHELL IS PPOUO THAT HE CONVINCED 
THE COUPT TO INSTALL HIM IN HIS ONLY PPOPEPTY THAT HAS NO TENANTS 





















































































































































































THE KNOCKING GPOWS LOUDEP AND WINCHEU- 
SHIVEPS IN THE DAPKNESS, AFFECTED SV THE 
COLD AND TEPPOP. |- 

—-ttt— -rm AtJD IN THE a^opning 


HIS NEW "TENANTS* 
KNOCK AT HIS 
POOP, EACH WITH 
HIS OP HEP UNIQUE 
COMPLAINT. 


.w: 

- 

JAMES WINCHELL 


NEVEP FINDS HIS 


PHONE. NOP DOES 

.** 

HE GET A WINK OF 


SLEEP. 



















































































































































—IT'S OUST DOWN HEPE, DEAt?.,. 
DO STOP DAWPLINS OP WE'LL 
v._NEVEP SET THEPE. 


^ OH, NOTHINS^ 
A HOT TEA WON'T 
FIX, M1STEP 
fv WINCHELL J 


I'M NOT \ 
f WOPPIED ABOUT > 
THE COLO, MISTEP 
WINCHELL...TPUTH BE 
TOLD, THE SPOKEN 
HEAT NEVEP 
k. BOTHEPED A 
j&fe. ME. 


r THE SAME CAN'T BE ^ 
SAID FOP THE CONDITIONS 
I'M UVINS IN, THOUSH. 
k COME ALONS AND I'LL a 

show you 


^ GUT I ^ 
WON'T ABIDE 
FILTHY UVINS 
CONDITIONS 
EVEN IF I'M 
► DEAD ^ 










































































































































































































TOO BAD WINCHELL DIDN’T 
HAVE A CONSIDERATE 
^ TENANT LIKE MINE' - 


~ SEE HFS 1 
EVEN A HEAD 
IN THE RENTL 


THESE BOXES ARE TO BE RETURNED TO SENDER 
SORRY ABOUT HITTING YOU, THE REGULAR , 
k GUY’S OFF TODAY. I'M THE BACK-UP A 
_ DRIVER. SIGN HERE PLEASE 


r THOME'S NOTHING 
WORSE THAN A HfT-AND 
PUN DRIVER! I SHOULD’VE 
KNOWN I COULDN’T GET 
RID OF THOSE TWO . 
W- THAT EASY' 


{i t tv 

1 

I 

ml 

ItM 

I'vW V _ j) 

H » j 

^'^'^VMAYBE RICHARD 

V- 441jw8r HAS BETTER LUCK B 
GMiBmh FINDING PARADISE IN 1 

.t'V^this terror-tale^J 

g%i$£li 

jtffj if M 


j3k JjT«T 




































































































































































































































































































































































































IT S EVEN Moee PAINFUL THAN YOU 
THOUGHT IT WAS 60INS TO SE WHICH 
you P1DN T THINK POSSIBLE 


DIDN'T THINK SO 1 


JASSED SLASS CUTTIN6 
SLICINS TEAPINS 


YOuP THPOBBlNS FEET SUP 
AND SLIDE AND SKID ON THE 
SUDDEN SLICKNESS Of THE 
FLOOP' 


THIS IS NO TIME TO CATCH 

youp 6&EATH pichapd' you 

CAN HEAP THE CPUNCH1NS OF 
THE1P HEAVY BOOTS ON THE 
SLASS PISHT BEHIND YOU' 


-"TyS^ 


pucsueps howeveb 

APE NOT SO HINoePEO 


KEEP PUNNING PICHAPD" 


— 





























































yout? NEW FP1END5, WHO YOU MET ON-LINE UKE-MINOEP PEOPLE WHO WEPE JU5T AS 
DISSATISFIED AS YOU WITH THE COQPUPTION OF THE WESTEPN WOULD THE MINDLESS 
PUPSUIT OF POWEC LUST MATEPIAL STATUS SYMBOLS' 


WHEN YOU MET THEM 
FACE-TO-FACE THEY 
MADE YOU AN OFFBQ 
YOU SIMPLY COULD 
NOT PBrUSE' 


YOU'LL 8E PEWAPDED WITH A 
LUSH CAP DEN PICHAPD COM 
PLETE WITH BEAUTIFUL MAtOS.. 

evepy seevANT you could 

.THINK OF TO WAIT ON YOU 
*•» HAND AND FOOT' A 
















































































































































BSCAPBl THAT'S AU- THAT GUPNS 
IN YOUP SPAIN NOW' 


youp dpeams of 
UMUQY—FOe&OTTeN' 


PAST SLOPES— 
CPUMSLED INTO DUST,' 




you HAD NO SUCH CHANSE OF 
HEAPT ONCE YOU WEPE ACTUALLY 
ON THE SUS, THOUSH, DID YOU, 
PICHAPD- 5 


NO ..YOUP NEW FPIENDS HELPED 
YOU MAKE THE I /IPBO THE NISHT 
6EFOPE, THE ONE WHEPE YOU 
TOLD THE NEWS MEDIA... 




















































THE PUPYEyOPS Of 
SMUT THAT PASSES 
POP ENTERTAINMENT 
THESE DAYS 


...YOU TOLD THEM ALL iN YOUP VtPEO 
DIDN T YOU PICHAPD- 5 YOU TOLD THEM 
THE COMMITMENT YOU HAD MADE' 


SO YOU COULDN’T LET YOUPSELf BE Af&ESTEO 
NOW COULD yOU BEFORE YOUP TASK WAS 
COMPLETED 0 WITH THAT VIDEO AS CONCPETE 
EVIDENCE OF YOUP FAILURE ° 


—THE SHAME THAT YOU HAD BOTCHED THE 
ONE, SIMPLE PUTY YOUP NEW FPIENDS, YOUP 
FELLOW WARRIORS HAD ENTPUSTED YOU WITH- 


THE HUMILIATION 
WOULD BE WOPSE ' 
THAN ANYTHIN© YOU I 
COULD IMASINE 


ALL THE WAY UP TO THE POLITICIANS AND 
THE SENEPALS, THEIP HANDS DPIPPIN© WIT 
THE BLOOD OF INNOCENTS 
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FEATURING 


THE OLD WITCH 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 


1896 45306 
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'wt/\* r *£s 


' [I THE CRYPT-KEEPER 

hjt riaMg 

? _ v & | 



i/, ii 
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WASSUP WITH THE 
CRYPT-KEEPER 7 / 


GLAD YOU AXEOi HE'S 
BEEN READING THE 
ONLINE REVIEWS OF 
l HIS LATEST CRYPT 
jk. COMIC! HEH HEH 1 


W' ETHER HE ! 3 30 ^ 

f SELF-ABSORBED THArS 
HE’S GHOULGLED HIMSELF TO 
DEATH OR THE REVIEWS ARE 
WAY SCARIER THAN HIS STORIES 
--HE HASN’T BUDGED IN HOURS! 


r WELL, OLD ^ 
WITCH, YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY SAY— 
EC COME, EC 60! 


HEY THAT’LL 
LOOK GROOVY 
IN MY VAULT! 


Of C-K REMINDS ME 
f OF ANOTHER DESPERATELY \ 
NEEOY NINCOMPOOP NAMED 
JAYSAN.' HE TOO WANTED TO 
BE LOVED BY MILLIONS! THAT’S 
WHY JAYSAN HOPED TO BECOME 
THE POPSTAR IDOL! HERE’S A 
FRIGHTENING FABLE FROM MY 
WITCH’S CAULDRON CALLED... 





















I'M heps at ^ 
THE PIPST DAY OP 
TPYOUTS POO NEXT 
SEASON'S EDITION OP 
-v POPSTAP TOOL—* 


“ OH NO 7 WHY 
DIDN'T YOU WAKE 
ME UP=Y YOU KNEW 
I WANTED TO 6E 
THEOE SLOPIA/ * 


jr —as you can 

SEE, THE COOWD IS ” 
IMMENSE' MANY HAVE 
SEEN IN UNE POO PAYS 
TO SET THEIO CHANCE TO 
k AUDITION POP THE .1 
HIT SHOW/ -r 




I KNOW I'VE SOT WHAT IT TAKES TO 
6E THE NEXT IDOL' EVEN THOUGH I 
HAVEN'T SUNS PPOFESSIONALLY, I'VE 
SOT THE LOOKS, THE MOVES AND 
V an INCPEDISLE SIN&INS ^ 
VOICE' 

-L, f MY MOM 

VA TOLD ME 

& Y W so' ^ 


you ^ 

{ SHOULD 6E \ 
LOOKING FOP 
A PEAL JOS 
INSTEAD 
LIVING IN YOUP 
i FANTASY k 
l WOPLOf A 































































































PREOCCUPIED WITH HI© THOUGHTS, HE 
DOESN'T NOTICE A LAPSE BOOK BLOCKING 
HIS PATH AND STUMBLES OVEG IT.. 
















































LITTLE PEAUZINS HOW TPUE Hi5 STATE 
MENT IS HE PUPS THPOUSH THE TOME 

]S 






































PLACING A MOUSETRAP ON THE 
PUNE, HE LOADS IT WITH HEAPS 
Of PEANUT BUTTER... 


GLORIA'S SEEN BUGGING ME 


ABOUT SETTING RID OF THE MICE 
i IN THE APARTMENT, SO I'LL 
^ MAKE HEP WISH COME J 
TRUE, TOO' ^^1 


























































HE'S KIND A 


l AM SO INTO YOU, 


AND TPUE TO THE DEMON'S PCOM1SE, JAYSAN AUDITIONS 6EFOCE kJ# 

SLYMOS BOWELL, APAULA (TPOUL, AND QBNBLL JAXONf W 


{ OH, eoy, HEPE'S 1,'YSlVE HIM A CHANCE/) 

ANOTHee NUT^EA^SO AHEAD, SUY^g, 


r?3 

1 \ \ 1 

■ \9ABY' 

11 \b V- 

TrSGIsrK r-i^— 

EL-'/vT' 

iy. 


MY BABY LOVe, OOH 
^ Y£AH f ^ 


AND IT ALWAYS HELPS 
TO HAVE A KIND A &OOFY W. 
ACT ON THE SHOW PAWS' jfc 
























































































THECE IS NO PESPONSE AS HEC 

USELESS BOPY stacts to isnite 

ON TOP THE DEMONIC SYMBOLS 


OH NO/ &LOPIA/' 
ace YOU OkTAYPj 


a eieeee 

DEMON' . 


^ YOU ^ 
SUMMONED ME 
WHAT IS YOUC 
^ WtSHP 
























































EVEN THE CELESPITY 
ouo&es APE IMPPESSE0„, 
MOST OF THEM f 


YECCHf WHAT A 
AOS£/ HIS CONTINUED 
SUCCESS IS SUPEty 
THE WOPK OP THE 
PACK ACTS' 
WE'LL. SEE 












































AND FOP THE HOST TIME ' "-""'V'’ 

PACING ELIMINATION, JAYSANf 1 


































IF THAT SLYMON 
SOWELL DIDN'T SLAG ME 
EACH WEEK ID HAVE ■ 
MOPE VOTeS' HE 5 _ 
I OUT TO GET ME 7 A 


WHAT DO 
yOU THINK ABOUT 
THAT SLYMON 3 


r unbelievable/* 

I VE HEAPD MOPE 
MUSICAL-SOUNPINS 
.£4f? ACCIDENTS' y 


FOP NEXT WEEK'S SHOW, ’ 

WE ST APT PAIPINS FINAUSTS 
FOP DUETS. JAYSAN AND 
C60PIC, YOU'LL ST APT l 

PEHEAPSINS TOSETHEP / 
TOMOPPOW/ 


THAT LOSEP 
CEOPtC COULD CP AMP 
My STYLE AND SPINS ’ 
. ME DOWN WITH m 
Star HIM/ - .X 


V^HE COMPETHON^B 
r IS PPETTY TIGHT ON ^ 
THE SHOW THIS SEASON 
AND YOU ALMOST SOT 
THPOWN OFF TONISHT. DO 
k YOU PS ALLY THINK y 
JSw YOUlL 












































































































































THE MYSTEPY OP THE MISStNS POPSTAP CONTESTANT d 
MAKES HEADLINES WHICH PUEL5 JAYSAN'S SUCCESS I 
AS THE SHOW MUST SO ON ™ 














































WHAT 00 you THINK ABOUT THE 
FINALISTS SLYMON 


► MAYBE I CAN WIN ON 
MY OWN WITHOUT ANY 

^ mope oemonic ^ 

‘X_ HELP/ 


AN UTTEP 

TPAVESTYf WE'VE ^ 
" SEEN SOME PEAL TALENT 
SET VOTED OFF IN FAVOP OF 
THAT CATEPWAUUNS BANSHEE 
JAYS AN' IF HE WINS ITU. BE 
k A NEW LOW FOP MUSICAL yj 
■* STANOAPOSC 


* I WOULD WIN !->. \ 

■f IF rr WASN'T FOP THAT A 
A BOWELL ALWAYS GAP- U 
MOUTH IN & ME' HE JUST VOTED 
HIMSELF AS TOP FINALIST FOP 
THE ULTIMATE SACCtFlCE THAT 


WILL ASSUPE MY VICTOPYf 










































ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE FINAL SHOW, 

JAySAN APPANSES A MEET INS WITH SLVMON.. 






























































































































^ JUST MAKES TO ^ 
NO SENSE TO HAVE SO 
MUCH AWESOME SWAG IF 
YOU’RE NOT GOING TO 
APPRECIATE IT! ^ 


^ JUST UKE WHAT ™ 
YOU CALL AN OVER-PRICED 
COMICBOOK DE-GRADED AND 
IMPRISONED IN PLASTIC, I CALL 
THIS TERROR-TALE... 


LOOK—I DUG UP * 
* ONE OF THE CRYPT 
KEEPER’S RARE COMICS- 
IT’S ENTOMBED IN PLASTIC 
SO IT MUST BE VALUABLE.' 


HOO-HAH! ^ 
FINALLY A 
•REALITY TV 
SHOW THAT’S 
TRUE TO LIFE. 
AS SLYMON 
WAS ABLE 
TO DEMON 
STRATE! j£ 


W JUST TOSS 
IT IN WITH THE 
REST OF THE STUFF 
WE RE TAKING OFF 
C-K’S HANDS' 


"IT AGREED! 

V LET’S GO TO 

# YOUR VAULT 

\ AND APPRECIATE ! 


GOOD LORO! I THOUGHT THEY’D NEVER 
LEAVE! HI BOILS AND GHOULS- LET 
ME TELL YOU THE TERRIFYING TRUTH 
BEHIND THAT COMICBOOK THOSE 
TWO GHOULUNATICS RIPPED-OFF 
WHILE I WAS LURKING IN MY A 
^ FAVORITE SCREAM-ROOM! ^ 



















































L*o; 


































































































































































































































































































LIKE THE WOPLD ITSELF, 
COMICBOOKS EMSOOy THE 
PPIMAL, TITANIC FOPCES OF 
v good AND eviu A 


W' THAT'S WHy A. 
f I've devoted My > 

UF£ TO SATHEPINS 
THESE FINE H£PO£S 
W UNDEP ONE / 

poop/ y 


1 MAN, THE OLD 
DUDE IS WACK 7 
HE TALKS LIKE A 
COMIC HIMSELF 7 ] 


r UNLIKE THE ^ 
WOPLD, IN COMICS, 
OUST!C£ CAN 
PULE 7 


l LIKE TO THINK THEIP COLLECTED 
ENEPSy INFOPMS THE VEPY 
. SPICKS WITH AN UNEPPINS 

SENSE of ousricef ^ 


r UH...y£AH. ^ 
you PAY CASH, 
v P1S>HT° a 
































































































































































WOW. WHAT S 

it woeruP 


r THE^ 
MOST 
VALUA8LE 
COMIC IN 
EXISTENCE 

puee eviL 


wopthp you CAN'T 
MEASUPE THESE THINGS 
^ IN OOLLAPS/ 


6UT-—LET'S OUST SAY THAT IF I 
SOLD IT, MY ENTIPE FAMILY COULD 
PETIPE IN LUXUPY' 


of course, 

r THE ONLY WAY I'D ^ 
EVEC PACT WITH IT WOULD 
BE IF I WECE DEAD/ J 
PEAPf HA-HA' 






































































IT'S THE CONDITION/ 
I'M SOPPY, IT'S SEEN 
PE AO TOO Of TBNf * 


* NOOO'ICAN'T 
SO SACK TO PICO 
WITH FIVE BUCKS' 
WHAT AM I 
L. SONNA 


YEAH 3 JUST LIKE 

you're useless 
V TO MB/ s 


MUCH OF THE ENEPSV HAS 
^ SEEN PeAlNBP/ ^ 


IT'S PPACTICALLY 
USBLBSS TO ME' 






































































































































































































































































































































































































YOU KNOW, 

r KIDDfES, IT’S JUVENILE 
DELINQUENTS SUCH AS 
DERRICK THAT GIVE COMICS 
^ A REALLY BAD NAME.' > 


OH, NOi 
WHAT’S THIS?! 


THOSE IDIOTS, 
r THE OLD WITCH AND THE 
VAULT-KEEPER, TRADED THE 
MOST VALUABLE COMIC IN 
THE WORLD, TO GET INTO 
ANOTHER COMIC! Jt 


IF SHE DROPS 
THAT CAR, THEY’LL 
HAVE TO RE-TITLE THE 
BOOK TRACTION COMICSI 
OH, THE HORROR— 

^ THE HORRORI ^ 


^ THEY’RE 
DOWNGRADING THAT 
COMIC TO TORE-MINT 
^ CONDITIONI 


WITH US ON THE^ 
COVER WE SHOULD 
DRIVE PRICES UP, 
UP AND AWAY! > 


r SOUNDS LIKE > 
YOU’VE BEEN TO 
THE FORTRESS OF 
V ATTITUDE! > 


UNLESS WE JUST DESTROYED THE COMICS 
INDUSTRY AGAIN—DON’T MISS THE NEXT SHOCK-FILLED, 
SUPER-SCAREFYIN6, NIGHTMARE-INSPIRING, CRITIC-BAITING, 
COLLECTORS ITEM ISSUE OF TALES FROM THE CRYPT! 

























FEATURING 


NO! THIS 
CANT BE 

REAL! 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 

























WELCOME TO THE CRYPT OF TERROR, 
HORROR FIENOS! YES, IT’S ME AGAIN... 
THE CRYPT-KEEPER.' BACK AGAIN TO 
, HOST MY MAD-MAG, TALES FROM 
N. THE CRYPTl 


NOW IT MAY LOOK LIKE I’VE HIT BOTTOM, 
LAYING HERE IN THIS GRUESOME OPEN 
g GRAVE, BUT THE TERR/FYING TRUTH IS I’M 
DA REALLY BACK IN THE CRYPT OF TERROR. 
TjC\ YOU’RE JUST LOOKING AT THE 
jM&v VIRTUAL CRYPT-KEEPERI V7 


YOU SEE I’VE 
f JUST GOT TO GET ^ 
f AWAY FROM THE OLO 1 
WITCH ANO THE VAULT 
KEEPER.' EVER SINCE THE 
UNSPEAKABLE HAPPENED 
BACK IN THE 50s THOSE 
TWO HAVE BEEN BUZZING 
AROUND ME LIKE FLIES 
OVER A FRESH CORPSE' 
THEIR CONSTANT JIBBER 
^ JABBER HAS ORIVEN A 
^ME TOO AN EARLY ^ 
‘ GRAVE.' 


WHICH REMINDS 

W ME OF THIS FEAR-FABLE 

ABOUT A RATHER DESPICABLE CHARACTER 
CALLED STONY BLAKE, A ORUG OEALER WHO 
WAS WIRED FOR SOUND. CONFUSED? DON’T 
BE - SOON EVERYTHING WILL BE... 

















HE COUU> BEAT ONE 
OF HIS CPYSTAL METH 
CUSTOMERS TO A PULP 
WHO OWED HIM MONEY- 


ANO 8POAPCAST THE IMAGE TO HIS PIGHT — 
HAND STOOGE ANO ENFOPCEP CUPLY ^ 


















STAYING ALIVE 
ECONOMICALLY 
WASN T A PPOB 
LEM FOP A DPUG 
ENTPEPPENEUP 
UKE STONY WHO 
LIVED MUCH OF 
HIS LIFE ON THE 
PHONE 


NOW, DPUGGIE, I 
GAVE YOU SOME¬ 
THING TO BE PEALLY 
PAPANOID ABOUT. 


I STONY MADE A 
LOT OF CONTACTS 
FLYING HIS PLANE 
OVEP BOPDEPS AND 
STATE LINES AND 
$ WHEN PETUPNING TO 
HIS MID-WESTEPN 
( HOMETOWN OVEP 
* FAPMLANDS TPYING 
. TO STAY ECONOMI 
CALLY ALIVE 

















SOPPY I COULDN'T 

be thepe to help 
you STONy 

^ a— 


y£AH 


IMPLANTED COMMUNICATION 
DEVICES. CAPABLE OF TPANS 
MITTING AND PECEIVING AUDIO 
AS WELL AS VIDEO 


DON’T 
SWEAT IT, 
CUPLy. 


r I DON'T > 
MIND SETTING 
My HANDS 
v_oiPTy y 


PEPFECT FOP STONy. 

- THE PHONE WAS HIS 
LIFaiNE, DOING DEALS, 

* LISTENING TO DESPEPATE 
ADDICTS. THE LIVE ONES, 
|| OF COUPSE. NOT THE 
I DEAD ONES, LIKE DAMON. 


jj 

^ & 


X HAVE TO HIGHTAIL IT OVEP " 
TO THE FUNEPAL FOP OUP "FPIEND 
AND FOPMEP CUSTOMEP DAMON 


jr I HEAP HIS 
f SISTEP NANCy 
$ LEES COME FPOM 
THE BIG CITy TO 
SEE HEP LITTLE 
« BPOTHEP OFF 


THEy'O CALLED IT 
NEUPAL INTEPFACING 
IT WAS THE COMING 
THING. 





























i see nancy uee now 

STILL LOOKING PPeTTY 
^ SOOD A 


WAY I 1 

ceA\eMeep 

. nee - 


—WITH PAPANOtO PHPASeS 
ANO FANTASieS GeCOMINS 

opus-peo eeALiTies 


^ PPOM WHeN ^ 
SHe WAS SPOWINS INTO 
A WOMAN. I'LL TeACH 


you somcthins Heee 


A PHONe CALL DION T STOP 
HIM Ft?OM USINS HIS HANDS 

fop wHATevep ei-se ne misht 
ee coins at a siveN MOMe nt 


STONY HAD THe STPAY THOUSHT THAT 
DAMON HAD HeAPD VOICES IN HIS HeAO 

at ixe ewo, /AAYse soMe of the voices 
CPYSTAL MeTH-peD— 


stony Loveo it He 
didn't HAve to Fpeeze 

HIS FINSePS OFF IN THe 
COLD, HOLDING- A Ct LL- 
PHONe TO HIS NUMG eAP 







































STONY WAS THE MASTEP 
OF THE VOICES IN HIS HEAD, 



S ON/ OU-O ENVISION 
AMON S EY* IN HOSE 
r DAYS 8EFOPE HE OlEOj 
• HEAP THE HUPPlEO 
N ' T£ THE OE NE 
ABLE VO NG 
3 FED 8Y 
I OF PYSTAL 
FPOM. STONY, 
HAD MASTEPED OICES 



THE CONSPIPACIES, 
THE EPOOING SELF-ESTEEM, CONVINCING 
DAMON THAT PEOPLE DIDN'T LIKE HIM, 
WHEN IN FACT, MANY PEOPLE LOVED HIM— f 

—IN THE END, THE METH-ENFLAMED 
VOICES SCPEAMED INCESSANTLY 
ALONG WITH DELUSIONAL NIGHTMAPES 
IN DAMON'S HEAD— 

























f SOME OF 
THESE PUMOPS U 
FLYINS APOUND S 
> - PEOPLE ' 

- APE FLAPPING 
THEIP SUMS THAT 
^ YOU PE SELLINS f 
DPUSS * 


X JUST WANT 

you TO KNOW I 

DON T BELtEVE A 
^WOPO OF IT . 


TELL yOU 
^ WHAT- 


r WHY DON T YOU 4 
LET ME TAKE yOU Ouf 
TO DINNEP AND WE'LL 
TALK ABOUT DAMON 
AND yOU AND ME j 
^ AN0 OLD TIMES ^ 


SMALL TOWN 
FOLKS LIKE TO 

sossip you 

KNOW THAT 


ME I HEAPD YOU D I 
BECOME A NUPSE i 
^ THAT TPUE^ y 


< a 




























you AND 
I 010 A LOT 
OF THINGS 
WE WEPEN'T 
SUPPOSEO 
TO DO 


THE THPEE OF ^ 
■ U5 W£PE 60 CLOSE 

SPOWINS UP ^ 
r PEMEM8EP WHEN ^ 
WE U5E0 TO SWINS ON^ 
THAT OLD SWINS DOWN 1 
8Y THE MAP6H EVEN J 
k WHEN WE WEPEN T M 
^ SUPPOSED TO 


* WHY DON T “ 
YOU COME SEE 
MY NEW SPPEAD 
. NANCY LEE 3 A 


V l THINK WE ^ 
COULD BOTH STAND 
NOT 8EINS ALONE 
TONISHT _(i 














1 STONY LOVES iT 


ne pevets in showing nancv lee how pap 

He HAS COME THE ACPES OF LAND THe 
MPOSINS HOUSE THE EXQUISITE TPAPPINSS 


THIS LL 

Give cupty 

A THPILL j 


make 

HIM OeALOUS 

to eeAT THe 

• eAN °. , - 


■ ufiT ME HOLD you ^ 
NANCy LEE. LET ME SE 
WITH you THe WAX WE 
wepe WHEN WE NEVEP 
KNEW LIFe COULO 
GeT SO HAPO ^ 


















STONy CAN'T QUITE 
FATHOM WHAT HAPPENED 


THESE WAS 
NANCY LEE'S 
WAPMTH AND 
CLOSENESS 


AND THEN 
COLD AND DAPK 


WHAT IS THIS 3 
HE CAN'T MOVE' 


HE S ON HIS OWN BED AND 
HE CAN T TWITCH A PINSEP 
MOVE AN APM MOVE A LE& 




















AS SOON AS I PETUPNEP 
TO THIS TOWN AND SAW 
/OUP House, SAW ALL THIS, 
KNEW ALL THS PUMOPS ! 

wepetpue 


THIS PLACE.. 

evepyTHiNs 

.youHAve. / 

“ IT WAS 
ALL SOUSHT ON 
.OPUS MONey. „ 


^ MONey THAT 
COST My BPOTHEP 
His LIFE. V 


THAT'S WHEN 

x oecioeo you' 
wepeN'T coins 
TO set awa y A 

k. WITH IT 


r i'd been \ 

ENTEPTAININS 
THE IDEA FPOM 
THE TIME yOU 
WEPE NUZZUNS 
My NECK AT THE 
. PESTAUPANT A 


THAT S WHy I 
8POUSHT THIS 
ALONC ON OUP 
UTILE DATE 


r A NIFTY « 
OPUS THAT 
IMM08IUZES 

the eooy , 


I LOVE WATCHINS 

you Tpy to move 

AND THE PANIC IN yOUP 

eyss as you pealize 
j , you CANT a 

















you vs ^ 
ALWAY5 6££N A 
„ SOOD SIPL v 


rr youo ^ 

J even ^ 

FEEL SUILTY 1 
ABOUT SWINSINS 
ON THAT SWiNS 
WE WEPEN T 
SUPPOSED TO 
l SWIN& ON i 

Vpemembep S 


BECAUSE yOU '' 
FEED ON HUMAN \ 
INSECUPIty AND , 
DESPAIP' 




















STONy WANTS TO SCPEAM SANITY SACK INTO HEP HE 
WANTS TO SCPEAM FOP PESCUE BUT KNOWS HE S 
BUILT HIS HOUSE FAP FPOM PPYINS EYES ANO EAPS 


r YOU HEAP ^ 
THIS STONY'MY 
^BPOTHEP ^ 


-WON'T BE 
THE ONLY 
ONE— . 


SUPIED 
TOO AY/ 



























NANCY! WHAT ACE 

> y ou doing j ^ 

LET 5 THINK^ 
■ ABOUT WHAT 

^you ce doing . 

^^^OKAY 1 *^ 


IF ONLy HIS CAMECA 
PHONE WECE ON IF 
ONLy HE COULD GET THE 
THING TO SWITCH ON 


IT WOULD BE A WHOLE 
DIFFECENT STOCy THEN 1 


r yOU CAN TAKE IT^ 
TO THE BANK STONY 
I'VE BEEN DOING A 
LOT OF THINKING^ 


r NO ONE'S ^ 
GOING TO HEAP 

you OC FIND 

k. you ^ 


r and you ^ 
KNOW IN youc 

HEACT OF HEACTS 
^ STONY— ^ 


r NO ONE^^ 
HECEABOUTS IS 
CEALLY GOING TO 

look foc you A 

k TOO HAPD 













Tl 


5TONy 

CAN YOU HEAP 
ME NOW CAN 
you HEAP P 


r i heap ^ 
you, cupty ' 
can you SEE 

. WHAT I A 

L. see 3 J 


yeAH. nisht sky.' 
WHEPe ape you 
WHAT HAPPENED 1 


STONY.' 


IT'S THE CPAZy 
SISTEP, CUPLY' 


I DON'T 

EVEN HAVE THE " 
TWITCH OP A DEATH 
NEPVE, THAT'S HOW 
STPONS THIS j 
i STUFF IS' ^ 


CONCEPN IN HIS EAP 




STONy ALMOST HAS A 
HEAPT ATTACK WHEN 
HE HEAPS CUPLY'S 


THE CAMEPA PHONE' 
IT S ON MUST HAVE 
TPIGSEPEO THE 
MECHANISM WHEN 
HE WHACKED HIS 
HEAD INTO THE 
COFFIN BOTTOM 





















LISTEN CUPLy THIS 
NUTSO S SOT ME IN 
A COPPIN. YOU . 
^ HEAPTHAT?^^ 
^ YOU t?EALty 
SOTTA HEAP ME ■ 
NOW' NO POOUNS M 
L. A POUND' 


r WE PE ^ 
SOINS OPP POAD 

cupty' you see 

^ THAT 3 4 


WHAT I M STILL 
SEE INS IS OUST 
NISHT SKY 

, whizzins gy . 


you hapta\ 
SIVE ME 1 
SOMETHINS 4 
TO SO ON V 


r I MEAN 
PPOM THE ST APS 
APPEAPS TO ME | 

youPTPAveuNS ? 

s NOPTHWEST „/> 


BUT THEPE'S 
A WHOLE LOTTA 1 
NOPTHWEST OUT J 
W HEPE' 

















UH, OH, 
WHAT 3 


WE'PE STOPPING 


X SMELL. SWAMP. 
MAPSHLAND 


T yEAH I SOT IT 

BUT WHAT SOO0 S IT > 
SONNA DO ME LESS YOU 
CAN S1VE ME SOME SOPTj 
^ OP LANDMAPK 


r YOU SET ’ 
THAT, CUPLY^ 


THEPE PE MILES 
OF SWAMP AND 
MOSQUITOES 





« _| ^-1 L 4 

V 
























f SINCE ABOUT ^ 
THE TIME YOU \ 
WEPE NUZZLINS My 
k NECK FOP YOUP J 
L. AUDIENCE 


W AH' I SEE^I 

f you sot ' 
youp PHONE 
WOPKINS ASAIN 
FOP A MINUTE 
I WAS AFPAIO 

you 0 LOST 
youp MIND 
ANO WEPE 
L BAB8UNS TO i 

k youp- I 

SELF .A 


r you ^ 

KNOW 1 
ABOUT My 
EMBEDDED 
CAMEPA . 
L PHONE^J 


THEy'U, 1 
know youp. 

^ FATE' J 


^ THAT ^ 
COULD BE A 
SOOD THINS 


tma t s * 

SOOD A 

~ yOU'LL HAVE ^ 
COMPANY TO SEE 
YOU THPOUSH TO. 
^ THF END ^ 


MAYBE 

WHOEVEP S ON ~ 
THE OTHEP END WILL 
. SEE THE EPPOP OF A 
^THEIP WAYS^^ 


PEALIZE THIS ^ 
IS WHAT HAPPENS 
TO LEECHES LIKE 

^ wmi ^ 












r OH MAN CUOLV'^ 
SHE S UP TO SOME 
THINS.' SHE'S SHOVIN© 
l THE COFFIN OFF THE j 
TPUCK 


you ©IMME 
ONE CLUE THAT 
PINPOINTS WHEPE 
you APE BOSS 
AND IM THEPE . 


■: WAITAMINNtT / 


I'M TpyiNS 
TO SEE' 


I. I SEE 
SOMETHIN© 


WHAT 
IS THAT 3 


r THE COFFIN S 
TILTIN© MAySE 
I'LL SEE SOME 
^THIN© THEN^ 






r I kncTw ^ 

i am 

CUeiY! I KNOW 
. wneee iam ^ 


CAN you HEAP 
ME NOW CUPLV 

i m exACTty 


















F2 


CUPty SQUINTS AT WHAT IS IN THE CENTEP OF THE 
SMALL IMASE WHAT IS THAT? 


A CHILD'S SWIN© 3 


PPAME IT AS A USELESS NOP MAN POCItWELL SCENE FOP 
CUPLy IT S ABOUT AS PAP PEMOVEO FPOM HIS WOPLD 
AS THAT PAINTINS. IT MEANS NOTHIN©. NOTHIN© AT ALL 


) ( 4 ONLY ANOTHEP FEW 
* SECONDS AND HE 
y\ COULD BE SAVED 

V 
























■Lijlr GOOO ONE 
mm 0L0 WITCH! 1 d 

L ! REALLY OUG IT - V 

■ k AND STONEY’S J 

Bk HEAO-PHONE 
TOO 1 
I 

r TO SAY IT- BUT ^ 
C-K ISN’T A PARTICULARLY 
GRACIOUS HOST. WHEN HE’S 
ONLINE IT’S AS IF HE’S 
IN ANOTHER WORLO! I 
k SUSPECT HE’S A 

AVO/OING US' 


CAN YOU FEAR 
ME NOW’ 



I CAN’T WAIT TO HEAR HIS 
NEXT SCARY STORY/ MAYBE 
I’LL JUST LOOK INSIOE THIS 
ISSUE OF TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT #4 - IF I CAN JUST 
L GET IT OUT OF THIS j 
PLASTIC CASE.../ ^ 


NO000/ 

Y VAULT-KEEPER 
YOU OLO ROTTING 
/GNORAMUS.' YOU’RE 
TAMPERING WITH 
REALITY! WE CAN’T 
EX/ST IN MORE THAN 
ONE WORLD AT A TIME! 


JUST CHECK OUT 
WHAT HAPPENS TO ANOY 
OABBSTE/N WHEN HE GETS 
MIXEO UP WITH HAVING AN.. 






















I V£ SEEN DEAD POP HOUPS 


KILLED 8y MY FPIENOS 
POSBED OP EVEPyTHING I 
OWNED r M THE LATE ONCE 
GPEAT ANOy 0A88STEIN 


AND SITTING HEPE ” 
SCAPED AND SWEATING 
ALL I CAN THINK ABOUT IS 
HOW TO STOP IT PPOM 
HAPPENING AGAIN 


HOW TO STOP IT 
PPOM HAPPENING 
FOP PEAL 


'EST 







I WAS BOON ANDPEW 
PPANCIS DABBSTEIN 
BUT I HAD A SECOND 
NAME ANOTHEPLIFE 


LIVING TWO UVES WASN T 
EASy. ALMOST LIKE A 
CHEATEP JUSSLINS TO 
KEEP A WIFE AND GIPL 
FPIEND APAPT 


I NEVEP CHEATED ON 
CAMMY THOUGH. SHE 
KNEW EVEPy DETAIL 
ABOUT My LIFE...AND 
My OTHEP LIFE 


EVEN THE 

WOMEN 

THEPE 


CAMMy S GONE NOW 
AS APE THE OTHEP 
WOMEN. THEypE 
GONE AND I M DEAD 


I WAS HONEST 
TO THEM ABOUT 
My DUAL LIVES 
AND BECAUSE OF 
THAT MyWOPLOS 
COLLIDED 


BECAUSE OF THAT I 
WAS KILLED ON THE 
BALPOGTH PLAINS 




















EVENBLADE COAMEO 
THE OSCE CONTINENT 
SEACCHINS POP 
AOVENTUPE 


I SPENT MOCE TIME IN My EXTCA LIFE 
THAN WITH ANDy S APACTMENT ANNOyED 
SICLPCIEND AND TEDIOUS JOB 


I HAVE NONE OF THOSE THINSS 
NOW ANOy'S OP EVENBLADE'S. 


AND SOON... SOON, I WON'T 
EVEN HAVE ME- 


ONLINE X WAS £V£N8LAO£ } Mfiji U 

| A LEVEL TEN PALADIN — " A ft . f 


OFFLINE I WAS ANDy. WOCKEC AND/ 
LOyAL BOyFCIEND ANDy. SOOD OL f 






-Am*? T 


[ JS 11 Rl / 

EVENBLADE HAD A K ^ 

11 By tv y 

LOyAL FELLOWSHIP OF [ *1 

i f i II jL, 

PCIENDS. EVENBLADE 1 J| 

l III 1 |fj, // 

HAD A CAVE OF CICHES Lg -i. 

























CAMMY PIPN T LIKE 
EVENBLAPE. SHE WAS 
AN ANPY SIPL 


THAT SUNDAY 
THOUSH SHE 

HATeo anpy 

HIS LACK OP 
PPIVE. HIS LACK 
OP INITIATIVE 


I NEVEP UNPEP- 
STOOP THAT 
EVENBLAPE HAP 
INITIATIVE ANP 
SHE HATEP 
EVENBLAPE 


SHE COULP 
BE SO 

F(?U$T(?ATIN6f\ 


THAT NISHT IT WASN T EVENBLAPE 
WHO KILLEP PIPTY BALTHSOPIAN 
OSPES ANP WON 800 SOLP P 


IT WAS ANOY 
























THAT PAY FOP THE PIPST TIME ANpy 
WALKED THE BLASTED LAN06. . . ANP 
SINCE OUP FELLOWSHIP SHAPEP A BONP 
I UN8UPDENED MySELF TO THEM 


AND EVENBLADE 
PAIP THE PPICE 


AS OUP PAPTy EXPLOPEP THE 
OSPE CONTINENT I EXPLAINED 
THE GAMMy SITUATION 


HIS SUAPD DOWN 
SOMEONE UFTEP 
600 SOLD P FPOM 
HIS CHAINLINK BELT 



\ \ V 

1 ANDY'S WALLET WENT B 


MISSINS THE FOLLOWINS K 


MOPNINS_ 






























WITHOUT A METPOCAPD OP CAS 
PAPE I HAO TO WALK TO WOPK 


CAMMV WOULDN'T LOAN ME THE 
CASH. SHE WAS STILL ANSPy 


SHE BLAMED ME POP LOSiNS THE 
WALLET CALLINS ME CAPELESS 
AND tPPESPONSIBLE 


ANDY SOT A 

soooeyE kiss 


LATEP THAT NISHT AS CAMMy 
SLEPT ANDy UNBUPDENED MS 
HEAPT TO KyPA PAVENHAtP 


I PEVEALEO PEPSONAL 
SECPETS r HADN'T TOLD 
ANyONE. EVEN CAMMy 






















8r THE NEXT MOPNIN© 
EVEPyTHIN© WAS FINE 


CA/AMy ANO I MADE UP 


AN Oy 60T A 

goodbye kiss. 


ANO EVENQLAOE 
EM8APKEO ON A 
WPAITH HUNT. 


KYPA JOINED THE 
FELLOWSHIP AS WE 
SEAPCHEO FOP 
8LOOOWPA1TH SOLO 
ANO VAMPtPE 8ATS 

























we ENCOUNTERED A 
WRAITH PACK IN THE 
THIRD CAVERN 


HOfXUN THE 
MINOTAUR AND 
KYRA RETREATED 
9j[STeeuieA(?TG7 
AND I FOUSHT ON 
EARNING HOOP EACH 


AND THEN STEELHEART STARTED 
JOKIN6 ABOUT SECRETS FROM 
ANDy S PERSONAL LIFE 


WHILE WE WAITED FOP THE 
REMAINING WRAITHS TO TIRE 
AND WANDER OFF WE PASSED 
THE TIME 


SECRETS I HAD 
TOLD KYRA IN 
CONFIDENCE THE 
NISHT BEFORE 






KYPA SAID SHE ASSUMED THE 
SECPETS WEPE FAIP PLAY LIKE 
WHEN I TOLD THEM ABOUT 
CAMMV.. BUT I WAS AN&CYf 


STEELHEAPTG7 WAS SO 
AS SOP8ED IN OUP APGUMENT 


/ v'yg'" ™ 

Yf 






I WANTED TO KEEP 

ANDY S AND EVENeLADE S 1 
WOPLOS AS SEPARATE 1 

AS POSSIBLE 




...THAT HE NEVEt? 
NOTICED THE WPAITHS 
SNEAKING UP THE SIDE 
| OF THE CAVEPN 

4ft ~ 1 HOPKUN AND 1 f OUGHT THEM t'ACK 1 

BUT IT WAS TOO LATE 


MY PPOfiLEMS HAD COST 1 



STEELHEAPT 67 HIS APM 1 














KYPA AND I AVOIDED EACH OTHEP SHE WAS 
MOPTIFIED AND I FELT 8ETPAYE0 


WOUNDED AND DISILLUSIONED 
STEEL8LADEG7 PAN A SOLO 
CAMPAIGN AND WAS KILLED 8Y 
A HOPDE OF GOBLINS 


BOTH OF ME 


FEELING UNINSPIPED I 
LEFT EAPLY FOP WOPK 


CAMMY D SEEN 
GONE POP HOUPS 
AND SINCE WE 
COULON T SHAPE 
A CA8 I TOOK 
THE A TPAIN 


MY HEAD WAS 
SO FILLED 
WITH KYPA S 
SETPAYAL THAT 
I DION T NOTICE 
PEOPLE 
LAUGHING AT 
ME UNTIL THE 
TPAIN PULLED 
INTO THE 
STATION 























ONE OF THE 
MEN BEHIND 
.ME WHISPEPED 
SOMETHIN© TO 
HI5 FPIEND A 
LITTLE SECPET 
JOKE 


ne was whispepin© 

A PPIVATE FANTASY 
I 0 TOLD KypA THE 
OTHEP NISHT, ONE 
OF THE SECPETS 
THAT HAD COST 
STEEL6LADE&7 S LIFE 


FUMlN© I ASKED HIM 
HOW HE KNEW?/ WHO 
HAD TOLD HIM 3 


DID HE WALK THE 0©PE 
CONTINENT? DID HE KNOW 
KypA? WAS HE STEELBLADET7? 


THE HAPOEP HE 
LAU©HED THE 
AN&PIEP I ©OT 


ANOy WAS HUPT 
AND BETPAyeO 


BUT HE JUST 
LAUSHEO AT ME 


EVEN8LADE 
WAS HUPT AND 
BETPAyEO 












































SOMEONE IN AN0y"S 
WOPL0 DIED AT 
EVENBLADE S HANDS 


SOMEONE DIED 
BECAUSE I COULDN'T 
KEEP MY LIVES APAPT 


■ MlJU LlkL ( 


STEEL- \ 


1*T HEAPTG7 


lim J SOMEONE 


r V i ELSE PAID / 

/f | 

| THE PPICE ft 






































My secpets had killed 

TWO PEOPLE, EACH IN A 
DIPPEPENT WOPLD. 


EVENTS IN EVENBLADE'S 
LIPE WEPE APPECTINS 
ANDY'S AND THE 
ANSWEPS COULD ONLy 
BE POUND ONLINE. 


KypA WASN'T IN THE 
PALADIN'S KEEP. 


HOPKUN CONPIPMED IT APTEP OUP 
DISASTPOUS HUNT SHE D CANCELLED 
HEP OSPE CONTINENT SEPVICE. AS PAP 
AS WE MATTEPED KypA PAVENHAIP NO 
LONSEP EXISTED 


THE STAPP HADN'T 
SEEN HEP POP 
HOUPS AND HEP 
OSPEMAIL 
ACCOUNT WASN'T 


WQPKINS 


EVENBLADE S 
SIPLPPIEND NO 
LONSEP EXISTED 


My SIPLPPIEND NO 
LONSEP EXISTED 


camm y. 

























CAMMy S CELL PHONE DIDN'T 
WOPK. NO SUCH NUMBEP 


HEP JOB HAD 
NO PECOPD OP 
HEP AND HEP 
MOM DIDN T 
KNOW WHO 1 
WAS. SHE 
ASKED IP THIS 
WAS A JOKE 
SHE HAD TWO 
SONS NO 
DAUSHTEPS 


ON My WAy OUT THPEE PEOPLE 
CALLED ME By A PPIVATE NICKNAME 
ID ONLy PEVEALED TO KYPA 


THE CPAZy OLD MAN WHO BESS 
ON OUP STOOP ASKED APTEP 
HOPKUN THE MINOTAUP 


DESPEPATE 1 WENT 
TO HEP OFFICE BUT 
OF COUPSE SHE 
WASN T THEPE 


I DEMANDED TO 
SEE HEP DESK SEE 
HEP BOSS SEE 
ANYTHING THAT 
WOULD PPOVE ME 
WPONG 
























HAD TO KNOW 
HAD TO KNOW 


HEP DESK I PAN PAST THE 
PECEPTIONIST HOPING TO 
FIND CAMMY AT HEP DESK 


aiaaflt 

»*hQ]Q 

>***!/[ 


INSTEAD I FOUND TYLEP 


TYLEP WAS SITTING 
IN CAMMY S DESK 
. HE SAID THAT HE S 
| BEEN OCCUPYING 
I THIS DESK FOP 
j TWO MONTHS 


AS SECUPITY 
DPAGGED ME 
FPOM THE 
BUILDING TYLEP 
GOT OFF THE 
TELEPHONE LONG 
ENOUGH TO 
SMILE WINK AND 
THPOUGH THE 
ECHOING SILENCE 
IN MY SAP I 
HEAPD HIM SAY 


'GOOD TO MEET 
YOU, BUDDY * 


' MY BEST TO EVEPYONE 
AT THE PALADIN S KEEP 























CAMM/ S THINSS 


WEPE SONE BY 
THE TIMS I SOT 
HOMS 


AT PIPST I THOuSnT SOMEONE 
MISHT HAVE TAKEN THEM,.. BUT 
THEPE WASN T EVEN ANy OUST 
ANy PILTH LEPT BEHIND IT WAS 
AS IP CAMMy HAD NEVEP LIVED 
HEPE 


AS IP SHE HAD 
NEVEP EXISTED 


APTEP THAT I DIDN'T PEEL 
LIKE 8EINS ANDy VEPy MUCH 


NO SECPETS. NO MONEy 
NO SIPLPPIEND. IT WAS 
HAPDLy LIVINS 


TO BE HONEST I DIDN'T 
PEEL LIKE SPBNDINS 
TIME IN EVENBLADE S 


LIPE EITHEP 


THEPE WAS SO 
MUCH OP ANDy IN 
IT THAT IT HAPDLy 
PELT ADVENTUPOUS 
AND INSPIPINS 














M/ LIVES HAD INTEPTWINED. M/ 
WOC-LDS COLLIDED 


HOPKUN DP ASS ED ME ON A FEW 
QUESTS BUT MY HEAPT WASN'T IN IT 


AND I COULD FIND 
NO SOLACE NO 
COMFOPT IN E1TH6P 


ANDy S HEAPT 
WASN T IN IT 


EVEPy MOVE ON THE CONTINENT 
HAUNTED My WAKINS HOUPS ANO 
SO I SAPELy SLEPT 


I couldn’t leave 

THE HOUSE FOP FEAP 
OF WHAT I D FIND 


AND I WOULDN T LEAVE THE SAME 
AFPAID OF MISSINS THE ANSWEPS 
I HOPED TO FIND 












IN FACT HOPKUN SUGGESTED WE PEFILL 
OUP FELLOWSHIP AND CHEEP ME UP 
WITH AN ADVENTUPE 


AND OF COUPSE NEVEP WOULD 


IT WAS EVEN8LADE THE PALADIN 
EVEN8LADE THE STPONG WHO 
WENT INTO 8ATTLE... 


AFPAID OF THE 
CONSEQUENCES 
I SAID NO... 8UT 
TO 8E 

HONEST I WAS 
80PED WAITING 
FOP ANSWEPS 
THAT WEPEN T 
COMING 


8UT IT WAS 
ANDPEW FPANCIS 
DA88STEIN THAT 
DIED STPUCK 
PPOM BEHIND ON 
THE 8ALPOGTH 
PLAINS 


1 My 008 PIPED ME 
THE FOLLOWING 
| MOPNING 


I 5EAPCHED FOP 

A COPOLLApy TO 
EVEN8LADE S LIFE 
BUT CAME UP 

EMPTY 
































MY NAME 15 EVENBLADE AND 
ONCE I POAMED THE OGPE 
CONTINENT 


TWELVE HOUPS AGO 
I LOST MY LIFE 


SITTING HEPE APMED AND 
PEADY ALL I CAN THINK 
ABOUT IS HOW TO STOP IT 
FPOM HAPPENING AGAIN 


HOW TO STOP IT FPOM 
HAPPENING FOP PEAL 


END 











Greetings, CRETINS! Its me again, the oT Crypt-Keeper Welcome 
to another go-round of CRAZED CRITICISM and BOMBASTIC 
BRICKBATS regarding our previous IGNOMINIOUS issues! 

But before opening up that can of INVERTEBRATES, lets review 
the REVOLTING results of your voting on TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT #3 It was yet another CHILLINGLY CLOSE race, but 
somehow “A MURDERIN'IDOL" by MANIACAL Mori Todd 
and SHUDDERIN’ Steve Mannion managed to eke out a victory 
as the issues favorite SCARE-TALE over “SLABBED'" by Stefan 
Petrusha and Don Hudson 

If you somehow missed our TERRIFYING third issue, the EVIL 
GENIUSES over at Papercutz have already collected it and other 
FEAR-FABLES into paperback and hardcover collections entitled 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT #2 “Can You Fear Me Now?” It, 
along with TALES FROM THE CRYPT M “Ghouls Gone Wild'" 
should be on shelves of better BOOkstores now. 


Subject: Tales From The Crypt #2 
I have only caught up with you on the second issue 
and I cant tell you how delighted I am that you are 
back for a new run! Ever since I learned about EC 
comics a few years back I have been inrrigued in read¬ 
ing some of those classic creepy comics, and it was a 
pity that Bill Gaines persistendy refused to resurrect 
them. I am glad that somebody has finally done so. 

I thoroughly enjoyed Mr. Exes' artwork in "The 
Garden”: I rhought it gave the feel that the story was 
taking place in some bizarre video game. (SPOILER 
WARNING: Don’t read the rest of this email if you 
haven’t already read TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
#2]I liked the poetic justice that the suicide bomber 
committed his crime in order to get into paradise. He 


\/v' v ''VVy' Wv/vx/vl 

got his wish, but then found out it was really hell in 
paradise clothing! 

It was an ingenious plot twist in “The Tenant" where¬ 
by the cheapskare landlord is forced to make improve¬ 
ments without breaking the conditions of his sentence 
that stipulate he must not do so: legally, the graveyard 
was not his property, so it was not breaking condmons 
to make improvements to the graveyard. Being forced 
to make these improvements was what really improved 
the landlord, but that did not save him from serving a 
sentence within a sentence 
I shall be looking forward to future issues. 

Briony Coote 
New Zealand 


Thanks, Briony' “The Tenant” had a moral we can all 
appreciate — that a tidy tomb is a happy tomb! 

— 

Subject: Hope and Fear for the Crypt scries 
Hi, I’ve been a longstanding EC fan-addict since I was 
12 (now 33). When at a comicon I bought an ongin.il 
issue because the cover looked interesting - this was 
before the HBO series! 1 fell in love right away. 

Yesterday I found your new series on the shelf at the 
comic shop. I fclr an immediate thrill (Wow * 1 New 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT stories!) and at the same 
time fear (Uh-oh, is this gonna be any good? Will it do 
justice to the original?) 

After reading the first paperback (and I am about to 
start on issue 3 after I finish this email), my verdict was 












i/VAWW v^V'WS^^VV^Va/VI 

somewhere in the middle. I so much want this to be 
the best comic it can be, because I love comics and I 
love the EC horrors especially. You have so much 
potential here! The only story I found up to par was 
"The Tenant" and judging by your letters in issue 3, 
that is the consensus. The first story in the book, "Body 
of Work” had me feeling especially frustrated. Such a 
good stan, a great premise...then an ending thar was 
just wasted! Why didn't you SHOW the faces of the 
corpses and their resemblance to the portraits? AND 

YOU MISSED AN OBVIOUS OPPORTUNITY 
FOR A GREAT GAG: The corpses should have taken 
the paintings tack to the graveyard and hung them in 
the mausoleum! They could have given the artist (Jack 
Kroll) a post-mortem exhibit! And you know how the 
value of art goes up after an artist dies! His paintings 
would have sold out - no coffin should be without one! 

I shall continue buying your "TALES” for a while at 
least, always optimistic to carch some of the magic. 

Yakov Levi 


Hey, Yakov as "a longstanding EC fan-addict” of21 years, 
you have our permission to sit down already! But what 
makes you think wed ever go for the "OBVIOUS” gag? 


Subject; Crypt-Keepers Cornet!!!!! 

Hey, what's up, y’all? We wanted to give your team 
a big thumbs up for having the guts to bring TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT back. What about THE 
VAULT OF HORROR, THE CRYPT OF TER¬ 
ROR, THE HAUNT OF FEAR? Man, that would 
be hot as hell if you published those as well. I’d buy 
‘cm, actually any EC comic would be exciting, 
CRIME SUSPENSE, SHOCK SUSPENSE, etc. 
Now, my nephew and I are real excited about these 
comics, and hope you continue strong. My sugges¬ 
tion is if your going to have somewhat weak stories, 
and only 2 stories per mag you ate going to have to 
make up fot it in the quality of paper stock and 
fronr cover artwork. The artwork for issue 2 is 
absolutely awesome. I bought like 6 of that issue. 
Now, in regards to the paper stock - man, you guys 
ate cheap. I have to buy at least 2 of each issue 
because just reading your mag for a couple of min¬ 
utes my fingerprints get etched into the ink and 
ruin the comic. The ink smears. Hey, when are you 
guys coming out with a hologram, foil, multi-col¬ 
ored variant and limited edition covers. Variant 
covers would be great, my nephew and I would buy 
all of cm!!!!!! 

Keep Up The Good Work !!! 

Master Tillman Pink III 
Manueal Mendoza 
Los Angeles, California 

ik.AA.Lt. ilA fc. A +AkA.LA.U\ 


Flattery will get you nowhere. Master Tillman and 
Manueal. TALES FROM THE CRYPT is the same 
comic as THE CRYPT OF TERROR, while we're wait¬ 
ing to hear what other EC Fan-addicts think about 
reviving those other TERROR-TITLES. If you like 
STIFF covers, why not simply buy our HARDCOVER 
editions? As far limited edition coven, starting with this 
very issue we have two different comicbook covers — one 
with a US price and the other with a Canadian pnee! / 
expect you and your nephew to keep your word and buy 
'em both - even if it means a trip up North! As far 
HORRORgrams, SPOILED, and MUTILATED lim¬ 
ited edition coven, I suspect there's no cheap sales gim¬ 
mick those PINHEADS at Papercutz won't try! 


Subject: new TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
Hey, 1 heard about you on NPR. Any plans for the 
HAUNT or VAULT? I’ll tell everyone I know. I’m 
sending the link to your site (www.papercutz.com) to 
my distribution list. Hope you can get some more air¬ 
time, like the bit I heard today on NPR. I’m a big 
CRYPT fan (comics, movies, and TV), have the Russ 
Cochran hardbound collections, am constantly 
checking Ebay for more and this was the fust I had 
heard of your product. 

Good luck. Taking subscriptions yet? 

Bill Shaw 


NPR? Around here that means NAUSEATING 
PULSATING REMAINS! You probably mean the 
ultra-short feature Nina GreGORY produced on 
Halbween for Morning Edition on National Public 
Radio, which featured my idiot editor, Jim Salicntp. 

As far subsCRYPTtions, just send us a check or 
money order, m US funds only, for $24 00for a one- 
year, six-issue subscription to TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT. Subscnptions begin with the next issue pub¬ 
lished after we receive your order. 

Thus concludes another rousing intellectual DIS¬ 
SECTION regarding the greatest horror comicbook 
senes ever! Don't miss next issue featuring the GROSS¬ 
EST story yet - "Ignoble Rot * by Fred Van Lente and 
Steve Mannion, as well as ‘‘Queen of the Vampires “ by 
Marc Btlgrcy and Mr Exes 

Keep those emails and letters coming! Tell us what 
you thought of this freaky, fan-offending fourth issue 
Send your letters to- 


The Crypt-Keeper’s Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 

Or email your savage commentaries or rage-filled reviews 
to our illiterate editor at: sahcrup@papemttz.com 














^FEATURING 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


THE OLD WITCH 


THE VAUU-KEEPER 
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IT KEEPS HIM FROM TELLING 
THOSE INSUFFERABLE YARNS 
OF HISI NOW IF HE WERE 
AS GOOD AS MY FAVORITE 
HORROR WRITER, VICTORIA 
PRICE, I WOULDN’T MINO! 
TAKE FOR EXAMPLE, THIS 
TALE OF GREEO ANO 
BETRAYAL ENTITLEO,.. 











































ALWyN IS A 
SMALL COLLESE 

in the bepkshipe 

MOUNTAINS Of 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ITS QUIET 
PICTUPESQUE AND 
VEpy OLD MOST 
OF THE STUDENTS 
ON CAMPUS TALK 
ABOUT THE USUAL 
THINSS THAT 
yOUNS PEOPLE 
TALK ABOUT 


^ THESE BOyS 
* APE LIKE SO 
h| IMMATUPE'j 


WHICH BPINSS US TO THE DOPM OF TWO POOMMATES 
SALLY SyBIL MILLS AND TINA tanith BENSON who 
APE TALK INS ABOUT TH6IP FAVOPITE SUBJECT 


IT S AN APC—AN ADVANCE ■ 

PEADINS COPY' I POSED AS ■ 
lTHE ALWYN CAMPUS NEWS 
BOOK CPITIC . 


SUESS WHAT I SOT 1 
TANfOP VICTOPIA PPICE'S M 
^NEW VAMPIPE DUBOIS ^ 
NOVEL. l 

BOUQUET OF 
IpM . BLOOD 


gJTffSl^THAT'S NOT 
oue out t,u - 







































OAYS LATEP AT THE 
LOCAL SOOKSTOPE 


■neiotuLniff' 


, 9 WIN AN 

EVENING WITH THE 
QUEEN OF HOCPOC 
VICTORIA PPICE AT 
W. HEP MANSION 


r OH, I'M SO~ 
GOING TO WIN 
THIS' 


jr I KNEW ^ 
f SOINS TO 1 
COLLEGE WOULD 
L EVENTUALLy i 
k. PAY OFF ^ 


VICTOPIA PPICE S WES 
SITE IS ANNOUNCING THE 
. CONTEST WINNEP IN a 
^ TWO SECONOS^^^ 


A MONTH 
LATEP,,, 


r IT CAN'T ^ 
SE..' IT'S ME.' 
k I WON' . 


VICTORIA PRICE 





































































W HMM what if 

TANITH WAS TOO WICKED 
SICK TO ©O p NAH THAT 
WITCH WOULD SO EVEN IF 
SHE HAD PNEUMONIA 
' \ AND A TEMPEPATUPE ' 
OF 110 < 


■ WHAT (F 

TANITH HAD SOME KIND 
OF ACCIDENT OP EVEN 
WOPSE p 8UT WHAT APE 
.THE CHANCES OF THAT* 
Lp, HAPPENIN© 3 


* HMM.. MAySE I 
COULD ©IVE FATE A 
LITTLE PUSH- 3 MAyBE 
■ EVEN A ©PEAT 61© . 
^ SHOVE"’ 
















l CAN ALWAYS 

m SET ANOTHER FRIEND BUT fl 
MEETINS MY PAVOPITE WRITER ^ 
IS A ONCE IN A LIFETIME j 
OPPORTUNITY WHAT IP TANITH ^ 
SUDDENLY OUST VANISHED'? A 
r BUT WHAT WOULO I OO 
L . WITH HEP 80 ■■■,£ 


w I KNOW I KNOW,' , 
IT'S PERFECT' IT'S 
SO oevious I CAN T, 
BEUEVE I DION T 
“ THINK OP THIS d 
SOONER ■ j,' 


■ PROBLEM 1 
SOLVED, HEH, NOW 
I CAN FINALLY ' 
I PEST IN PEACE d 










LIKE I COULD POPSET 
ABOUT THAT 3 C'MON LET'5 
SO TO OUP SPECIAL PLACE 
^ AND CELEBRATE/ a 


FINALLY 


I'M SO EXCITED 
TOMORROW IS 
THE SIS DAY' 


X M KIND OF TIRED I 
THOUGHT I'D MAKE IT 
L AN EARLY NlSHT A 


OH IT'LL BE VERY QUICK 
I GUARANTEE IT 


BUT WE HAVE 

to so; 1 , UH, 
MEAN, IT'S OUR 
^ RITUAL. ^ 


r OH YOU'RE^ 
SO SWEET. ALL 
RISHT BUT LET'S 
MAKE IT QUICK 
k- TONISHT ^ 































ALAS POOP TANITH yOU 
WEPE ALWAyS TOO TPUSTINS 
I WAS GESINNIN© TO FEEL 
k PANSS OF SYMPATHY A 

fop you^^^B 

^GU T THEY 

PaSSLO LIKE 

A ©US’' - OF ■ 

SUMMEP 
^ WIND 


SINCE DEAP FPIEND NO ONE 
HAS SEEN GUPtEO IN THIS 
OLO CEMETEPY SINCE THE 
PEYOLUTIONAPY WAP IT 
k IS HISHLY UNLIKELY k 
THAT YOU WILL GE ,m 
m, NOTICED wj* 


WELL THAT S IT. TANITH DEAP 
SOPPY I CAN T PPOVIOE YOU 
WITH A SUITAGLE ©PAVESTONE 
GUT X M SUPE YOU CAN UNDEP- 
k STAND THE DELICATENESS . 
OF THE SITUATION 




































































I M TANITH 
THAT IS TINA 
BENSON 


you PE A LITTLE 
r EAPLY MS BENSON ^ 
MISS PPICE WILL BE WITH YOU 
IN A FEW MOMENTS SHE S 
OUST PUTTING THE FINISHING 
TOUCHE5 ON A CHAPTEP 
p OP HEP NEW NOVEL. 


VES 

PLEASE COME IN ^ 
MS BENSON, MISS 
PPICE IS EXPECT j 
^^INS YOU 


' WAY COOL/ £P I 
MEAN OF COUPSE, I 
SHALL PATIENTLY AWAIT, 
j HEP PPESENCE v-' 


^ LOOK at all ^ 
THESE AWESOME 
BOOKS ON VAMPIPES/ 
AND APE THOSE VIALS 
^ OF BLOOD" COOL . 


v Jv| 










a ume LAiep. 


MISS PPICE^ 
will see you 

NOW IN THE 
^ LIBCAPV 


ULP' THIS ^ 
IT' My QUEEN 
^ AWAITS' ^ 


THESE PEOPLE 
LOOK EVEN 
CPEEPIEP THAN 
My RELATIVES 


*- come in you ^3 

MUST BE MS BENSON ' 
THE ILLUSTRIOUS WINNER 
OF My LITTLE CONTEST 
L IM VICTORIA L* 


WELL, OF 

r COURSE you APE-' > 
THAT IS, UM, I'M SYB-- 
r MEAN, TAN-', TINA...I'M 
PLEASED TO MAKE YOUP 
k. ACQUAINTANCE, 








HOW OAPLINS COME 
WITH ME AND IU. 
SHOW YOU A BIT 
OF My HOME A 


wny you pe 

POSITIVELY SHAKING 
MY OEAP THEPE S NO 
PEASON TO BE 


r A SUIDBD ^ 
TOUP' I'VE DIED 
AND SONE TO . 
L HEAVEN' A 


NEPVOUS 


reuT r m youp^ 
GlSSEST—UH IM 
AN APOENT ADMIPEP 
OF yOUP LITEPAPy . 
k. PPOWESS 


J* THIS IS THE 
r SOLAPIUM AND THAT'S 
MY PAFFLESIA GLOOM IT S 
THE 8ISSEST FLOWEP IN THE 
WOPLD, YOU PE IN LUCK IT 
ONLY OPENS ONCE A YEAP A 
k_ AT NISHT FOP ONE 
WEEK 

EnS - it - r Ew 


SMELLS LIKE 
POTTINS 
MEAT' A 


r HOW ASTUTE ^ 
IT S MOPE COM¬ 
MONLY KNOWN AS 
k THE COPPSE . 
Ifr-. FLOWEP A 










THIS IS 

where t keep 
M y AMPHIBIANS 


CUTE 

FPO©S 


EACH ONE 

’has enough poison^ 

IN THEM TO KILL ONE 
HUNDRED PEOPLE IT S 
WHAT INDIGENOUS 
TRIBES USE ON 
^ THEIR BLOWSUN A 
DAPTS 


Y you PE ENJOyiN© THIS ^ 
GLIMPSE INTO SOME OF MV 
DISTPACTIONS FEEL FREE TO 
. ASK ME ANYTHIN© AT ALL . 
TONI©HT I'M HEPE A 
pop you ^ w 


r UH. I WAS ^ 
CUPIOUS HOW DID 
you COME UP WITH 
THE CHAPACTEP 
OF THE VAMPIRE . 
^ DUBOIS 0 ^^k 


Y AS IT HAPPENS ^ 

r THE INSPIRATION 1 
FOP DUBOIS CAME 
FROM WHAT S IN THIS 
L POOM. PLEASE A 
STEP INSIDE ^^k 

































































WHAT A 
BATTY ENDING! 


■GROAN- 


YES, SYBIL PAID 
' QUITE A PRICE TO MEET N 
MRS, PRICE! JUST AS YOU’RE 
PAYING THE PRICE OF EATING 
TOO MANY CHOCOLATE 
v STUFFED FRUfTY GRAIN y 
JK BALLS! m 


r IT’S THE ONLY ^ 
THING THAT KEEPS 
THE OLD VAULT 
KEEPER VAULTING 
^ ABOUT! ^ 


JUST CHECK H! 
OUT WHAT HAPPENS TO 
UTTLE JIMMY WHEN HE 
SKIPS BREAKFAST, IN 
l THIS SHOCKER 1 
CALL,,. 





































11 11 11 










































































































































































































































































































































































/ AMID CHAOS \ 
'AND TPASEDy IN OUP 
PUSUC SCHOCX-S, THE 
PUBLIC ASKS "WHAT 
L ABOUT OUP 
\ CHILPPEN 3 " y 


--DENIES 
PEPOPTS OP 
A STUDENT 
. SHOOTEP... 


CWANNi 


}’ we DON'T 
/ KNOW THE SITU- 
V ATION WITH 
&BOCY. . 

r seeins 'v 
you MISHT MAKEY 
HIM FUP AND ; 
k ATTACK HEP, >4 


^ WE 
CAN'T AFFOPD 
TO LOSE ONE 
V CHILD/ > 


" WE NEED A N 
DIVEPSION TO 
SET HIM OUT INTO 
THE OPEN SO X 
CAN DEUVEP A 
s. CLEAN SHOT > 
















































































































































>GASP/< GOOO LOROi I’M 
ALL OUT OF >CHOKE< 
CHOCOLATE ST UFFEO 
\ FRUITY GRAIN > 
BALLS' viM 


r HA I ANO > 
THEY SAY WE’RE 
A BAO INFLUENCE 
. ON KIDS! > 


USTEN, V-K, YOU EAT TOO 
MUCH OF THAT STUFF! KEEP 
IT UP AND YOU’LL NEED TO 
V JOIN JOHNNY CRAIG’SI ^4 


r I’M OU7TA ^ 
HERE. I GOT MORE 
BACK AT MY VAULT 
OF HORROR! 
Nw COMING’ ^ 


LIKE I'M GOING 
TO STAY WITH 
. C-K! 9 ! . 


I THOUGHT 
THEY’D NEVER 
< LEAVE! . 


WELL, KIDDIES, 

I’VE BEEN REAOING ALL YOUR 
WRETCHED FANG MAIL ANO OECIOEO 
WE SHOULD EMBARK ON A DARKER, 
SCARIER NEW DIRECTION! READ ALL 
ABOUT IN THE CRYPT-KEEPER’S 
CORNER ANO BE SURE TO TELL 
US WHAT YOU THINK! 


HEE 


HEE! 




































SN THIS ISSUE 

AH All-New STORY BY 


FEATURING 


\ JOS R. LANSDALE& 
JOHN L. LANSDALE 

“ tixas top muoR wmms/ 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


THE OLD WITCH 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 




v!A 


































WELCOME, 

RENOS... 


IT'S ALL 

ABOUT LAZLO SLOAN, 
PRODUCER OF THE SMASH 
REALITY TV SHOW... 


ioutownb ^ IT’S ME--YOUR 

V FRIENOLY NEIGHBORHOOD 

Ctvrr HIM* »00»f«fS Hi* CEMETERY’S CRYPT-/- 

00 WN LOADING A OOOZY 
OF A SCARE-TALE! 





































































































































































HAHAHAHAHA 


He WAS UND£t? 

a lot Of peessuee 

Mff. WOLf BUT I DION T 
THINK He O COMMIT , 

k. swcvoe 


r WOW. TAKINS^ 
A H€A06C INTO HIS 
OWN SHACK TANK 
CH' SAD. 50 ^ 
5 AO ^ 

weu_ we ^ 
J CAN T uve IN 
I TH€ PAST POP 
I evep. ANO THAT 
m BP1NSS ME TO j 
Ia. YOU phl^^ 


, AAA66HH/ 
x NOf NO ff 


' CAN I Be ^ 

canoio 3 we ve 
eeeN watchins 
you LATety and 

V* WE THINK 


o 














%m0 


thepe ape sonna be some chanses 

ACOUND H€C*£ FOLKS' SOME PtOPLE 
THOUSHT THAT LAZLO SUDAN'S STUNTS WEPE 
DANSEPOUS INHUMANE BUT NOT ME. I 
L ALWAYS THOUGHT HE WAS A VISIONAL/ 
^ AND WS STUNTS WEPEN'T TOO 
DANSEPOUS... 


BUT THIS 

006 IS MY WHOLE 
UFE MAYBE LA2LO 
WASN'T SO WPONS 
AFTEP ALL,,. ■ 


YOU'VE SOTTA 
DO SO ME THINS PHL- 
THE PATINSS HAVE TAKEN A 
NOSE-DIVE/ PEOPLE DON! WANT 
TO SEE CONTESTANTS SWiNSWS 
OVEP A TANK (HAL OF sJSLL-Of 
THEY WANT OANSEP' EXCITEMENT/ 
AND IF YOU CAN'T SiVE IT TO THEM 
WEU, SET SOMEONE WHO CAN' 


I M SONNA 
DO THINSS 
DIFFEPENTLY 
THAN LAZLO 
SUDAN/ NO 
MOPE INHUMANE 
STUNTS 
NO MOPE 
OANSEPOUS 
SHACK TANKS/ 
HIS DEATH 
WON T HAVE | 
BEEN IN 


TO 


...YOU PE OUST THE 
P1SHT PEPSON TO 
SUCCEED LAZLO 
SLOAN'* 

































rue/ weren't 

dansepous ENOU&Hf 


/on pe WATCHING 
THE NEW JUMPING 
. THE SHAPE' J 


when we 

r LAST LEFT MAX HE WAS 1 
ABOUT TO 5 WINS OVEP THE 
CASE OF STAPVINS SPIZZLY 
BEAPS WITH CHAINSAWS 
STPAPPEO TO THEK? HEADS 
THAT WAITS BELOW HIM' 
^ AND THE CASE .. HAS A 

eoor'^J^E 


SPEAT SHOW’ 
TODAY MP 
PAFFEPTY'A 


THANES 

TOMMY' 





















YOU PC NOT 
LISTENINS' WHAT 
IE YOU TOOK A 
COUPLE THAT WAS 
MADLY IN LOVE 
AND HAD THEM UVE 
EOP SIX MONTHS IN 
A HOUSE WH€G£ 

rT'S GAINING 

INPOOG5 9H/7! 

HOW LONS WILL 






























































OKAY NOW JOSH YOU 
MAY WANT TO FALL ON 
THE eeo OF NAILS 
■just to see if thcy ee. 
L PtAU-Y SHAffP A 
ENO'JSW' 


AND 

neee i thought 

YOU CACeO ABOUT 
y OUAUTY T6LCVI « 
VSION.' 


IT CAN'T 

ee' 


THIS ISN'T 
HAPPCNINS.. 

THIS ISN'T 
HAPPENING 


uh .see. Me 
PAFfeeTY Vo 
PATHee NOT 













































IT 5 A QUIZ SHOW CAU-EO 
ape you sMAcreo than a 
coppse^ we ask people 

QUESTIONS THAT A COPPSE 
SOT WPONS WHLE HE WAS 
AUVE 8UT THE TWIST IS 
WHEN THE COPPSE 
WAS AUVE HE 

was ALeeer 

eiNsretN/f 
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YO, SCARENTINO - 
^ BACK IT UP! 


VAULT-KEEPER, IF YOU 
WERE LNY CLOSER 
. YOU'D BE BEHIND . 
Pk, ME! 


r CHILL, C-K! ^ 
YOU’LL RUIN MY 
YOU T00M8 
fc^, VIDEO! y 


WHAT! IF fOU THINK I’M 60IN6 
TO LET YOU TAKE CREDIT FOR 
ONE OF MY TALES YOU’RE 
, BATTIER THAN YOU LOOK! - 
^ I’M SO OUTTA HERE! 


w WHAT A DfVAi ^ 
HOWZA 'BOUT YOU 
OLD WITCH? GOT A 
THRILLER-CHILLER 
^ TO TELL? 


I THOUGHT YOU’O 
NEVER ASKI THIS ONE IS REALLY 
SPECIAL, SO GET READY FOR A... 












































s WONOEt? ^ 
WHOSE POCKET 
SHE PICKED FOP 
THAT WATCH ^ 


WHAT APE ALL 
THESE KNOPS 
ON THE SIDE 3 





' WHAT'S > 
WPONS WITH THIS 
THINS .P1ECC OP 

s. ounk y 


ey, you, 

SUVNCP' 































































NOW 

SO F(X THAT 
DtSHWASHtC 
Uft :e I told you 
s. yesterday. v 


~ NO MOCE ^ 

junk eofley, i m 

h SICK OF IT f ^ 

































I SHOUlPHAVE 

known you p ee 

BACK IN - 


IT's evE<?y 
WITCH fOC 

hepseu 1 


eos' you 

COWAPP' COME 
SACK' 













































r THAT CAME 
OUT Of THIS WATCH? 
WHAT KINO OF WATCH 
^ IS THIS’ ^ 


SOUNDS LIKf 
A TIME? 


mmm 

Jg % 


9iCl-J. j ^ 



i i5T'«? ' 

[H 

WHAT A^W Ml 
SPEAK 

f Ry; 






\ I WHAT THE 

\v Heu.? , 


r IT'5 NOT 
I CAN 8P1NC HIM 
SACK..,AND I HAVE 
THAT CHACtTY 
WOSPAM J 












euMey 


^ weetN t qao 

ENOUCM I Ktxeo ^ 
THE POOP SLOKE IVel 
CONE 5QAU5HEO HtSJj* 

V time piece _ • 


CON 

eeet so sac 

5UVNEP THAT 
THEPE WAS JACK 
THE PIPPEP. SE5T 
. He'5 OUT OF 
k. TIME ^ 


F 


J 

DIDN'T SEeN 
MM. OFFICER ..PUN 
PtSHT OUT IN FPONT 
■ OF ME...WHAT^^ 

) ill 

t \ 

9U 


n 


yO& 

A 

' V# 

wa 








r YOU’RE JUST ^ 
JEALOUS ‘CAUSE MY 
S. TALE ROCKED/ * 


THAT’S ENOUGH! 
GET OUTTA MY 
'_CRYPT! 


Y YEAH ^ 
I’M SURE ’ 
CERTAIN DEAD 
PSYCHOLOGISTS 
WOULD 

\ AGREE! A 


jT AND SPEAKING ^ 
OF INCONVENIENT TRUTH' 
—GOOD THING WE’RE 
JUST VIRTUAL, AS IN NOT 
REAL/ AFTER ALL, WASN'T 
THE INTERNET INVENTED 
V BY A DUDE NAMED A 
GORE?/ 


THE CRYPT KEEPER AOOPfSSES 


fouToomtJ 


He 1 1 flook 

























































IN THIS ISSUE 

AN AUrNfW STORY BY 

JOE R. LANSDALE & 
JOHN L. LANSDALE 

rexAs mmamwamts! 


FEATURING 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 




THE VAULT-KEEPER 


S3 .95US 


O ll,l 71896 ll 45306 


i V 


€ 

(\ 

a 




































W* WELCOME KIDDIES1 
IT'S YOUR OL‘ PAL THE 
CRYPT-KEEPER SETTING READY 
TO FILM A COUPLE OF VIDEOS 
FOR YOU TOOMS THE 
L SCARIEST WEBSITE A 
OF ALL! 


MY FIRST FRIGHTFUL FEATURE, STARS A LOUT 
NAMED LOUIS, WHO COULD'VE BEEN A REAL HOLLYWOOD 
MOVIE STAR - THAT IS BEFORE SOMETHING SET IN 
THAT I LIKE TO CALL-- 


li f t / ... -o 

til'- ^ 




r-9 


\ 


vMm 



















YOUR FAVORITE HUMTfW© 
SROUMP, fSN'T IT, LOUIS? 




ANP YOU'RE IN 
PESPERATE 
WEEP OF PREY. 


...ANY WOMAN, REALLY, 
WITH MORE MONEY THAN 
SELF-ESTEEM.,, 




























































































































AT FIRST YOU 
WOWPER WHAT 
THESE CLACK- 
JAW£P OUT-OF- 
TOWNERS' 
PROBLEM IS.., 






tv / / 































WHAT you 

see is bap 

etiOUGH,, 


you vowr 

see fog ow 

THe MIRROR 
FROM YOUR 
BREATH! FOR 
WO MATTER 
HOW HARI7 

you STRAW 

youR 

LUUGS... 


THERE'S OWUy OWE POSSIBLE 
EXPLAWATIOM WO MATTER 
HOW IMPOSSIBLE IT SEEMS 


-AW17 THE SKIW IS 

COlf? AW£7 HAMMy 
TO THE TOUCH— 

LIKE RUBBER LEFT 
OUTSI£7£ OVERWIOHT! 













































•a*®*!! 


0UT-SOMEHOW 

SOME WAY — 
yOU-RE STILL 

MOVING AROUWP 


THAT HIPEOUS OLP WITCH-WO MAW 

you KWOW SHE— ANP ONLY SHE- 

MUST EE RESPONSIBLE. 




—AMP SO THE MAME 
COMES TO you 

INSTANTLY, BURNING 
AW INPELIBLE IMPRINT 
INTO yOUR BRAIN 


HER MISTAKE, IF SHE 
TRIEP TO KILL yOU 
FROM AFAR, FOR NOT 
FINISH me THE JOB! 


BECAUSE YOU'RE GOING TO PRIVE 
RIGHT OUT TO HER PATHETIC 
SWAMP TRAILER PARK ANP BEAT 
HER INTO REVERSING WHATEVER 
HEX SHE'S- . 


VOU ASSUME IT'S PART OF HER 
CURSE THAT YOUVE BECOME SO 

CLUMSY ALL OF A SUPPEW- 

THAT YOUR MUSCLES PONT WANT 
TO PO WHAT yOU TELL THEM TO. 

















YOU'RE MO CORONER, OF 

course. nor do you 

REALIZE THAT YOU VIEV 
WHILE HAPPING W YOUR 
FLOPHOUSE OVER THREE 
HOURS AGO 


THEY CALL THAT REDDISH-BROWN 
DISCOLORATION UVOR MORTIS 


AW THE FACT YOU CANT 
WARE YOUR MUSCLES VO 


SO YOU WOULDN'T 
KNOW THAT WHEN 
THE HEART 
STOPS, GRAVITY 
IMMEDIATELY 
BEGINS TO PULL 
THE STAGNANT 
BLOOD VOWN 
DOWN, WTO THE 
LOWER PARTS OF 
THE BODY.,, 


POSITIOM 



THAT THEY'RE SO LOOSE. YOU 
MIGHT AS WELL BE TRYWG TO 
OPERATE A MARIONETTE WITH 
OUT STRINGS? 


THAT WOULD 06 "PRIMARY 
PLACCmVf " FRSEV FROM 
THE BURDEN OF LIFE, ALL 
YOUR MUSCLES HAVE GOME 
COMPLETELY LAX 


INCLUDING YOUR 
BLADDER MUSCLES 
..HENCE THE LITTLE 
"ACCtPEUT" BACK AT 
THE BAR. 


T 


fcl 


ii" ( 













































^ TASTE ! 
THAT PELIOATE 

ewBBTueeer 


(r that ™ 

COMES FROM 
WHAT WE CAU 
•'WOW.e ROT" 

M THE GRAPE... 


»w ho rme at au. you hap 

HER EATIUS OUT OF TH£ PALM 
OF yOUR HAMO 

























...COMPLETE WITH A CREEPV 
OLP OREAT-AOWT TAWTE 

pspb a tr,A t reuse ok 

WITCH-WOMAW, WHO 

CLAIMED SHE HAP THE 
POWER TO "STRIKE YOU 
POWU" IF you "PISRE 
SPECTEP" CECILS 


P^v 


V 


K _1 



jj 


































votive been on the roap 

FOR A WHILE, IT'S BEEN SIX 
HOURS SINCE YOU PI£C\ 


A CONDITION MORE 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 



S 



sr\{ 3 ft 



g, 
























































AnP it lasts 

AWHILE 




you cant see with your 
eyeLiPs clampep shut 
but you cm feel the 
RISING SUM BAKINS WHAT'S 
LEFT OF you 




WAKING fHE MICROBES-" - COL&TRH7IUM 

PUTRIFUJM -THAT HAP BEEN LIVING IN YOUR 

FLESH SINCE THE PAY VDll WERE BORN 























































AFTER A PAY OR SO, RI0OR 
MORTIS FADES WTO SECOUPAStY 
FLACCIPITY, 


YOUR MOVEMENTS ARE MOT 
MUCH MORE THAM A SHAM0LS. 


SEOOVPARY FIACCIPITY IS 
MOT PRIMARY FUACCIPIT/. 


BUT fT IS THAT PURPOSE — IM THE FORM OF 
A NAME, BRAMPEP OMTO WHAT REMAWS OF 
YOUR ROTTMG BRAIM,., 


...THAT COMTWUES TO 
SPUR YOU FORWARD 
LIKE AM UR6EMT RIPER. 




















































f * 



THEY KNOW 

SPOtlEV MEAT 

WHEN THEY 

SMELL* IT 


5£7 


YOU WILL LET NOTHING 
SLOW YOUR PROGRESS 


YOU KNOW NEITHER 

FATIGUE.., NOR FEAR 


c2 








; 





























































>es, yes, 
here you 

ARB. WHERE 
yOU WAMTEP 
TO BB. THAT 

much you 

6AM RECALL. 


HERE, WHERE YOU 
WAMTEP TO... TO 
VO WHAT? 


BLAST! THAT'S THE 
PART yOU'RE MfSSWS. 


4AVE 
9 TO 
rHAT 
l AM? 


MO... PROBABLy MOT. 
youve wever seem her 

BEFORE (M yOUR *UFB/ 



































r tamts umm 

PEPS! TAMTS \ *M«* T; 

psps! you *a 

WERE RIGHT! HE COME " 
| BACK FOR 

I Hi ■ ■ you-™ just 
i ^lu*' l uke you saip 

„ J. V He WOUU7! . 


MSS3H J 
ueeHM!) 


mSHHHH 


I KNEW ITI^B 
I KNEW IF I STRUCT 
you WITH mEPEATH 

curse you'P cows 

AFTER ME— TOURE 
k THAT TYPE! ^ 


SO you CAN 
MAKE RKSHT WHAT 
you PIP! 


F LEAP ~ 
THg ClTy SUCKER 
IN THERE eoys! 
PON T WANT TO 
KEEP EVERygOpy 
WAITIN'?! 4 


1 




















































































/fywirftV- 


AND I M NOT 

r TALKING ABOUT THE 1 
VAULT-KEEPER AND THE 
OLD WITCH IN THEIR 
L CHEAP RUBBER A 
MASKS! 


MY NEXT 

ONSLAUGHT OF ONUNE 
TERROR IS THE TAIL, I MEAN TALE 
OF TWO HIRSUTE HOUSEPETS ER- I 
^ MEAN HOUSEMATES... ^ 


NOW THAT WAS A 
REAL BADTIME STORY! 






. 




GRR 


GRR! 


3RR? 


3IVE 


IT'S A STORY THAT STARTS ON THE CITY’S MEAN STREETS! I CALL IT,., 


WM^MLsA 



























IT WAS A PAPE HOME PUN FOP 
POSCOE LITTLE MUSSEP BY PRO¬ 
FESSION COWAPP BY NATUPE | 


POSCOE'S CUSTOMEP" IS ONE 
PPASO S A VASE AN UPTOWN MAN 
TAKINS A SHOPT CUT ON HIS WAY i 
HOME FPOM THE BUTCHEP SHOP 1 


PEPFECT 

SHOT 

WHICH MEANS 
HE WONT 
BE NEEPINS 
HIS SOOOS 
ANYMOPE 


1 A HOUSE ^ 
KEY ANO A I 
WALLET FULL 1] 
OF MONEY f 
JACKPOT JrJ 











LOOKS 

Luce A 
PACKAGE 
OF MEAT... 
MIGHT AS 
WELL GO 
FOP THE 
WHOLE 
i *OG 


r aoopess 

ON THE LICENSE 
PPETTY UPTOWN 
GIGS. MIGHT BE 
WOPTH CHECKING 
h OUT 


, LOOKS PACK.. 
MAyfiE EMPTY. 
THAT WOULO BE 
' GOOD : 


ONE 
WAV TO 
FIND 
OUT. 








1 to check 4 

OUT WHAT S 
SOINS TO 
TH£ PAWN 1 
h SHOP j 


Nice ^ 
p AND IF NO 4 
ONE S HE(?e 
THIS BED WILL 
SEAT SLEEPING < 
i IN AN ALLEY 


MEN'S CLOTHES. 
MUST LIVE ALONE 
THIS SETS BETTEP 
L AND GETTEP, ’ 









^ TIME 
TO PINO THE 
KITCHEN 
CHECK OUT 
WHAT 5 FOP 
, OINNEP 


SEATS THE ^ 
THSOWAWAyS^ 
AT COE'S / 
L SPILL I 


0 STEAKS' J 
I NEED TO 
BEAN ME 
ONE OP THESE] 

i suys EvEpy i 

^ NISHT J 































WHAT THE 
HELL 3 


r suy 
MUST 
HAVE A 
COS 


gjr^ 
I NEVEt? 
HEACD A 
DOS LIKE 
^ THAT^ 









^ JUST LIKE ^ 
IN THE HOPPOP 
MOVIES.. WEPE 
^ WOLVES A 


T SO ~ 

THAT S WHO 
THE STEAKS 
. WEPE FOP 

































r THIS J 
IS THE Lift... 
EVEN SOT My 
OWN EXOTIC , 
h PETS 


r THIS IS ^ 
&OOO ENOUSH 
fOP THE LIKES 
Of YOU TWO A 


1 AN EXPENSIVE ■ 
WINE HANSOVEP 
IS A LOT LIKE A 
CHEAP WINE 1 
h HANSOVEP j 








MOPNINS 

Au?£Aay. 


r WHAT ^ 
HAPPENED 

to mv weee 

. WOLVES 


THAT 
WOULD 
BE US 


WHECt'S 

DCASO^ 

















^you 5UPE LOOK BETTEP^ 
WITHOUT ALL THAT HAIP ANP 
TEETH, HONEY, AS POP PPASO 
HE AIN T COMINS BACK ^ 


Y OH NO ^ 
" HE WAS OUP ' 
6POTHEP. OUP 
PPOTECTOP 
k WHAT WILL J 

^we oo^l 


Y I'M IN ^ 
CHAPSE NOW 
SO YOU LL 
OO WHAT I 
L TELL you i 


^ I LL HAVE +~ 
f WHATEVEPI Vi 
WANT ANP THE f 
PI PST THINS I WANT n 
IS TO KNOW HOW ft 
you COME TO * 
I BE THE PPEAKSjJ^ 
YOU ACE -^W 





























r WILL.yOLT 
HELP US 

ip we tell 
. you=> a 


r i might. i 
you nevep 

KNOW. TELL 

L Me A 


‘we'pe a pamily op 
APCHEOLOSISTS' 
LIKE OU<? PAPENTS, 
ALL EXCEPT DPAGO 


‘WE DISCOVEPEO AN UNOISTUPBED 
TOMS IN THE VALLEY OP THE KINGS 
A LOCAL TOLD US OP THE PLACE 
HE WOUUP ONLY TAKE US THE PE 
WHEN IT WAS NEAP NIGHT 


r rr's the 

SYMBOL Of 
L ANU6IS. A 


r MOST ~ 
DEFINITELY 



1 

l lJ 9 


1 Aff. 
















rrs Acuese^l 

OP SOME KIND ' 
SAyS ANU6IS WILL 
SEND HIS MINIONS 
TO AVENSE HIM IP 1 
. THE TOMB IS A 
OPENED 


r TO HELL WITH 
APCHEOLOSy.' 
WE CAN MAKE A 
FORTUNE A 


r THE 
MOON IS UP 

AND youp 

PATH IS 
^SLOCKED . 


^WHAT 
APE YOU 
TALKING 

^Aeour^ 












AM A^ 

f 0UAPOIAN 1 
OP THIS TOMS ' 

now you WILL 
ee punished 
l posyoue i 
L. INVASION A 


‘i was errreN. 


we wec?e both bitten 













TO KEEP US ^ 
" SAFE AND 1 
TO KEEP OTHEPS 
SAFE. JUST 6EFOPE 
, DAYLISHT DP ADO , 
L SETSUSFPEE A 


■ sut ^ 

AT NISHT 
WE STAY 
IN THESE 
^CADES . 


r WELL HE ^ 
AIN T HEPE FOP 1 
THAT NOW IS HE P 
I LIKE YOU PIDHT 

. WHEPE you ' 
^ APE _^k 


AND IF 

f you pe a eooo i 

r LITTLE SOY AND 
SIPL I AMDHT JUST 
KEEP FEEDING YOU... 
SCPAPS OF COUPSE 
, MI6HT SET YOU 
k MATCH INS FLEA A 
COLLAPS^^® 


f BUT IN THE . 
MEANTIME I'M \ 
COINS TO LOOT 
THIS JOINT SIX i 
l WAYS FPOM A 
^SUNOAY^^ 

























OOSCOe MADE A NUMBEP OP I 
1TPIPS TO THE PAWNSHOP | 


WHATS 
HE OO WITH 
ALU THESE 

eooKs^ 


UMi 


' '//A\ ' 




«H£ WENT W'-ETHODiCAi-u/p 

V PPOA* POO/A TO POOM |> 

_ 

jj 

1 * 





1 



■ -* 



. 11 , K f 


\ ' 








































































I P vampipes 

CAN T STAND B 
CROSSES DAVLISHT 1 
AND THE WOOD FPOM I 

A hawthopn reee 

GUT WHAT I SOT IS i 
L WE PE WOLVES / 

B lets see £ y 


f Hey THAT s ^ 
what Missy 

FANS SAID,,, 
GUT WHO CAPES' 

l THey pe in 

V A CASE > 


i ASCt" WELt - 

£ 


11 iiT 1,1 ^‘1 

gTzxwfcfCfyil 





























THey ace ^ 
r THey'ce silvec 1 

WELL, OLD DPASO 
WASN'T ENTlPELy 
l TPUST1NS Of , 
k SUSSA AND A 
SIS. fl 


^ THIS ^ 
PLACE 
IS ABOUT 
WORKED 
^ OUT j 


If T* 






NOW 

f to see ip 1 
these bullets 
wopk... DON'T 
WANT TO 
LEAVE ANY i 

k witnesses V 


^EVEN IP ^ 
THEV A(?£ 
PAPT-TIME 
WEt?E 

l 'WOLVES j 


m AND 

r befope 

I LEAVE I M 
SOINS TO SET 
ME ANOTHEP 
k BOTTLE OP 
k.THAT WINE'j 


lad/^s 

AND SENT, 
TIME TO SAY 
.SOO0NUSHT 






































r weu_, 

THAT'S 
. THAT 


TOOAy 




- 

ryy Jr* 


>CTr Du ^ 



.^*r | ( 


i*T f J ; IA 

\ 1 1 


WM/ * 

■ ■ . • .* 


































THE ^ 
" CLUB you 
HIT ME WITH. 
MUST HAVE 
8EEN HAW- 
Lthopne , 


^AND^ 

yes I'm 1 
06 AD, I've 
86£N DEAD I 
L A LONS A 
k. TIMS ^ 


r siuvee ^ 

GULLETS APE 

pop wepe- 

L WOLVES A 


t ]P 




t OS^gfc_TI 

k*- r /Id 


E 












ANIMAL LOVERS 
PLEASE NOTE THAT NO WERE 
WOLVES WERE ACTUALLY 
MISTREATEO IN THE MAKING 
THAT mncni ^ 


KILLED YES! 
M/STREATED NO' 


ENOUGH OF THAT 
^SCARENT7NO' 


^ IT'S TIME TQ^ 
SAY GOOO NIGHT. 
S. KIO-OIES! -A 


WHA—7S 


































TOOTJ^JnH 
































" YOO-HOO 
IS THERE A CRYPT 
KEEPER IN THE CRYPT? 
I’LL EVEN SETTLE FOR 
. A VAULT-KEEPER...? A 


W IF YOU ^1 

KNOW WHAT’S GOOD 
FOR YOU, C-K, RUN FOR 
YOUR UNUFEl IT’S THE 
fc. OLD WITCHI - 


r OH IT’S ^ 
JUST HERt I 
THOUGHT IT WAS 
. SARAH PAUNl 


HE WHO I 

JUOUU I 


g|Jr AS SCARY AS 
Wf THAT WOULD-BE 
* BOOK BANNER CAN 
U BE, SHE OOESN’T 
& HOLD A CANOLE TO 
■lAPEP NEPHTHYS... 

Xi 





































/v»r na/we is poue pr vouglas 

CHANDLER. ANO SM ABOUT TC TELL 
YOU A STOtiY ABOUT SOMETHING SO 
EVIL, YET SO BEAUTIFUL. THAT YOU 
WILL NEVER FORGET IT Po R THE RES 
OF YOUR PAYS. 


IT HAUNTS ME TO THIS 
VERY PA Y. I LIVEP IT 


I HAPN'T HEARP FRO'' 
ALBERT SCOTTSDAiJ IN 
YEARS SINCE MEDICAL 
SCHOOL. HE WAS ONE OF 
MY PROFESSORS 


WHOA 

GIRL, DOWN 


DOUG. 
COME fN . 
PW ARB /< 
my soy? 


RBCENTty HE CALLEP 
UP AND ASKED ME TO COME 
TO HIS HOME AN O PRIVATE 
CLINIC TO SEE HIM 
WITH NO EXPLANATION 


" HELLO. 
L0ERT yCi 
LOOKINC 
WELL 


1^ 

1 r"' 

r "- * 

sal 



\M\ 


■ 1 


te —'■■■■ - 

p rf i&a 




1 * if 


—— i 

v ~ 
















WAIT 
A (MIN. 


HER _ 
IP HER le 

THE/RE 
WORKING 


~ THAT'S 
WHK 1 CALLED 
. YOU HERE . 


HOW CAl^l 
> THAT BE^ 


BUT HOW 1 ’ 


HE LED ME TO HIS LAB 
BENCH AND BEGAN TO 
EXPLAIN IN DETAIL HIS 
DISCOVER/ AND 
EXPERIMENTS. I Wll-t 
NOT REITERATE £T FOR 
I DARE NOT SHARE THIS 
WITH OTHERS AND ALLOW 
IT TO BE REPEATED, 

AS YOU WILL SEE WhY 
L, .TER IN MK STORK 


IN THE END T WAS SHOCKED 
AT HIS DISCOVER* BUT NOT 
AS SHOCKED AS I WAS WHEN 
HE TOLDjME WHAT HE WANTED 


w GOOD A 
LORD, ALBERT, 
THIS IS 

. INCREDIBLE, 


i called 
'C - HERE IN 
►•OPr YOU WOULD 
HELP ME WITH THE 
NEXT STEP IN MK A 
L EXPERIMENT A 


WHAT S 
THAT? 


A HUMAN 
SUBJECT 
























. xe s. in X 

THE NEXT 
ROOM IN MX 
PRIVATE . 
SURGERX-ji 


MAP?! 


MV SOP 
ALBERt' 


V^XCALM X 
^ XOURSELF A 
POU0, I HAVE 
PLANfJEP ANP 
THOUSHT IT 
V THROUGH. 


^ OBVIOUSLY you X 
r VERy WELL KNOW 
THIS IS NOT ETHICAL 
^ NOT TO MENTION / 
ILLEGAL. 


WrTH MT HEART RACING TO 
BURST OUT OF MT CHEST 
I RAN INTO THE SURGERY 
ROOM ANP TO MT UTTER 
ASTONISHMENT, THERE A 
WOMAN LAX / 


►"'SHE? My GOP^M 
ALBERT. yOU MEAN 
XOU HAVfe SOMEONE 
IN MIN P? . 


SHE MAT HAVE BEEN 
BEAUTIFUL ONCE BUT 
NOW NEARLT A CORPSE. 
PATCHES OF HAIR MISSING, 
SKINNX AS A SKELETON, 
HER SKIN A SHRIVELEP 
MESS AS MUSCLE LOSS 
IS EVIPENT. SHE WAS 
WITHERING AWAX 


FINAL 

STAGES. SHE \ 
r WAS A TRANSIENT \ 

WALKEP INTO MX MEPfCAL 
OFFtCE ANP COLLAPSEP. 
ALL SHE WAS ABLE TO TELL 
ME WAS HER NAME. APEP 
NEPHTHyS. OPP NAME. 

L ISN'T IT? SHE WILL S 


— 


^ My X 

GOP. THIS IS 

g Mast lx > 


/ , SHE IS X 

r CYtNG. WE WILL BE 
SAVING HER LIFE. YOU 
WISH TO LET HER PIE If 
. yOU CAN HELP IT? IS 
V THAT ETHICAL? * 


I SUPPOSE NOT. ~ 
OKA* I WILL ASSIST 
yOU. BUT WE NEEP HER 
V WRITTEN CONSENT . 


^ I HAVE ^ 
E VERXTHING 
. PREPAREP 























^ YOU SURg 
K NOW tVHAT TO 
SAY TO CHA RM, 
k * 6lRt 7 


miss 

ALLofl T M&*tO ^ 
intro puceJ wy frme^p 

AND ONE OF THE BEST 
AND BRIGHTEST 
V YOUNG DOCTORS > 
>sL TOPAZ 

ir^ 


' IlM ALL 
TOURS. HAUV- 
<^somm j 


i suppose 
/ TOU'RC TRTIN0 TO 
hook me up ush 
a urrte lat», don t/ 
V YOU THINK 4 * 
A, c ooc. W 


(T MISS ^ 
\NGPHTHYS, 


WHAT'S ” 
THAT mSS 
, NSPHTHYS^ 


V MBUL 

Her hanp 
some 


UNOHH ™ 

don t ee so 

BASH PUt /ou 
ARE VBRT 
■vHANP60»e 


miss 

NEPHTHTS. 


dr reprnin/p._^ 

r ARE YOU SU&E 
ZOU RE FULty AWARE 
■OF WHAT PR SCOTTS 
t PALE IS ASKING j 

Ok of you? 


‘-C^OVVS? wellT^v 

^ you /mat no+ > 

SURVIVE THE NIGHT. IF 
IT FAILS, NOTHING 
\CHANGES: BUT IF 177* 
WORKS. 


THE SURGERZ TOOK 7 HOURS. 

I COULPN T BELIEVE HOW ALBERT 

GAME up with his procedure 

IT WAS FRIGHTENING IN ITS GENIUS 
I JUST HOPEP ALBERT WASN'T OUR 
/MODERN ACED FRANKENSTEIN. 


FOR APEP WAS T C 
BEAUTIFUL TO BE 
/MONSTER, 


OR SO I THOUGHT. 









it seems % 

X SO l/WPOSSIBLE. X 
f IT'S BEEN AB HOURS \ 
NOW AND SHE SEEMS ’ 
TO ACTUALLY BE GETTING 
BETTER. IS THIS THE 
SUR0ER/J OR JUST , 
, ONE OP THOSE / 
V RARE CASES OF S 
V. REMISSION? 


MY GOO. 

IT S BEEN ONLY 
3 OAYS AND SHE'S GETTING 
BETTER ANP BETTER 0/ THE 
HOUR ITS MIRACULOUS. HER 
HAIR IS FULLER. HER SKIN LESS 
ANP LESS GAUNT COUGHiNG IS 
GONE ANP HER IMMUNE 
SYSTEM IS ALMOST 
AT NORMAL. 


IT S BEEN I 

A WEEK ANP Xj 

X TWO DAYS SINCE ^ 

' THE SURGERY ANP 

THEJHIV SEEMS TO BE 
COMPLETELY INERT. A CURE 
FOR AIDS. IT S ALMOST 
■ UNFATHOM, .BLE, BUT 

_ SHE IS THE PROOF A 

~ , HOW "AR CAN H 

THIS GO? I 


^ I WILL > 
NOT DISPUTE 
T./ tLBERT THE 

Experiment 

HAS WORKED 
MIR/.CLeS / 


X 1 TOLP > 

X YOU IT WOUtP S 
/ WORK NOW WE’LL S 
' HAVE TQ KEEP HER 
UNDER OBSERVATION, 
BUT THAT POESN T 
MEAN WE CAN T LET 
HER STRETCH HER 
LEGS AND TAKE |N A 


ABSOLUTELY. ^ 
SOUNDS LIKE A 
GREAT IDEA. A 


LET'S 
. HER P< 
•HALL Wl 





























r i have ^ 
SCI *ie PLEA SANT 
NEWS. POUG HERE 
IS GOING TO TAKE 
YOU POP. A VVALK IN 
^ THE PARK 1 


V AH /VIISS > 
NEPHTHyS.NICE 
to see r6u UP 
, NO /.eouT u 


YES 

POU<3 IS ^ 
PROPPING 1 
me OFF AT THE 
HOSPITAL NEAPS/ 
ANP YOU CAN TAG 
ALONG SOUNV j 

goop my ^ 

PEAR? 


i I FEEL \ .-I 
EXCEL LENT. ) ■ 
THANK 

^ you. 

OH ^ 
■ HELLO, HANP 

soJme 


,%0SOLUTEty 


APEP 

/WENTIONEP 
HAVING NO FA/MlLT 
OR FPIENPS SO I Am 
GOING TO CONTINUE 
TO LET HEP STAY 
AT THE HOUSE S 

fop a Time 


S KAT you ^ 

i THE PARK 
IS ACROSS THE 
V STREET. 


APEP 

/ you JUSt GO X 

/ AHEAP I P LIKE \ 
r TO TALK TO POUG A 
MOMENT IF YOU FEEL 
TIREP AT ALL THERE 
l ARE NICE 0ENCHES . 
\ THERE FOR YOU / 
X TO SIT ANP / 

tX rest. 


GLAPLyj 


THAT’S 
A FINE 
. I PE. *. . 














I CAN PAY HER ROOM 
AND BOARP AS WELL AS 
SAY 2SO A WEEK. SO T 
GIVES HER THE OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY TO START HER 
NEW 1 LIFE ON A POSITIVE 
NOTE 


YOU RE RIGHT, ALBERT 
SHE RESERVES IT 
AFTER THE ORPEAL 
SHE HAS GONE 
THROUGH AN P IT WILL 
HELP HER FEEL BETTER 
ABOUT BEING OUR 
LITTLE GUINCA PIG 


"OKA* AGREEP SPEAK 
TO HER ABOUT IT AS 
YOU TWO WALK THE 
PARK ANP TM * URE 
SHE’LL AGCEP' 


GO Of^ CATCH UP WITH 
HER BEFORE SHE GETS HER 
SELF INTO TROUBLE ON HER 
FIRST PAT OUr 


WE CAN OBSERVE THEL 
FURTHER EFFECTS OF T 

THE procepure; » 


ik ^ 


i-4 *' '***r -■ | 

j AJ'jm 











r OH, 

my 00c, 

L A PEP? 


you 

KNOW THIS 
WO/MAN? 


yes, ” 

WHATS THE 
/MATTER? 


PLENTY. 

' TOUR 0IRLFRIENP ^ 
HERE TOOK /MX ©UN OUT 
OP /wy HOt-STEP ANP SHOT 
A yOUN0 WO/MAN TO PEATH 
/MOPE WAy HAVE BEEN 
HURT OR KU.LEP IF I 1 
HAPN'T STOPPEP 


*■ THERE 
/MUST BE A 
/MISTAKE 


•'HEPS. PPE-/MEP1 
TATEP /MURPER 
OO/ME ON SISTER 
^ yOU'RE GOING 
(j^POWNTOWNv^ 






( THE HEi-L WAS ■ 


THAT if 


OA/ME 

I £ 4 * Mp jpBn. 

I FROM THE 


MV THE PARK. a 


^^■OH. NOB 

m. Apep'A 

!sr V"• 






“ SO N 

SHE JUST 
TOOK OFFICER 
O'ROURKES GUN 
. ANR„ - 


SHOT 
A WO/WAN 
DOWN 


THATS 
NOT HER! 


OFFICER, ^ 
THIS NO Tlrtlg 
FOR JOKES 


Wr ACCORDING 
r TO WITNESSES, 

SHE PULLED THE OUN OUT 
OF ITS HOLSTER, WALKED 
RIGHT UP TO THE GIRL, 
AND SHOT HER IN THE 

^ meac Twice. ^ 




WE HAVE 


V* THE WITNESSES 
/ RE/iPT TO IDENTIFY 
■ HER ALONG WITH O’ROURKE 
HERE AS SOON AS HER 
APPOINTED DEFENDER A 
W ARRIVES. 


kvHAT IS IT 
O’ROURKE? 


SIR % 

im TELLING 
YOU THAT IS NOT 
THE WO/VIAN 1 
ARRESTED 










excuse 

me? CAN I HELP 

YOU? 


VO 1 
KNOW 

X..?? 


come 

now, h. np ^ 
some, IS THAT A 

WAX TO GREET 
W A FRIENP? J 


^ apei? ^ 
BUT HOW WHAT 

^ w, .s..? 


xes of 

COURSC BUT 
l HOW PI V 

^ you? 


F * APAPTEP ^ 
HANPSOme 
I5N T THAT WHAT 

the expeRimeNT 
Lwas about? J 


THEX ^ 
L&T YOU 
, GO 7 A 


r xes ” 

TMEX HAP THE 
WRONG WOmAN 
OR SO THBX 
k THOUGHT a 

















WHAT 

m SAT!N<3, ^ 

I / HANV&OMB, PS 
■r THAT IT S THE ORDER 
HOF the species she w. ,s 

AS BEAUTIFUL AS I AND I 
DIDN'T LIKE IT SHE WAS 
WEAK. I WAS STRONG, 
WAS THE VICTOR. - 
WHAT \ SHE WAS AIT 
RE YOU \ INFERIOR- ^Jk 


AUJPtDeK'? 


Ff£» , /on 

CALLJT 

r muRDER? c>c you 

? CAUL. A,TIGRESS 
KILLING AN ELK, 
/MURDER? 1 I?0 yOU C, 
A FALCON, KfLUIN< 
^ A RODENT 

Ll^. /MURDER 


r my GOD, > 

YOU /MEAN you 
DID MURDER THAT 
L. WOMAN?! 4 


^ SO YOU 
ARE SUPERIOR 
^ THEN''' ^ 


you ^ 

r SHOULD KNOW. 

handsome, you 

HBL.PBO MAKE ME 
. WHAT I AM 
^ NOW ^ 


L ^ SILENCE- t 
r DO NOT WISH TO . 
’ SPEAK OF IT ANYMOfie 
W TIRED AND IM GOING 
L TO APPROPRIATE DR . 
k SCOTTSD LES A 
BEDROOM. 


APE P 
HOW CAN 

. you...? . 


I W, TCHED HER 


WALK UP THE STAlRSi 
AND THAT WAS THE ! 
LAST TIME I SAW j 
HER &BFOP.B SHE 
DISAPPEARED j 


THE NEXT MORNING 
SHE WAS GONE. 


















■I --" &EH1NO/ne 

IS THE WHITE HOUSE. 

' WHERE NEWLT APPOINTED 
SECRET RT OF HOMELANP 
SECURITY, FORMER US ATTORNEy 
. GENERAL NICK PENNINGTON IS 
V IN CONFERENCE WITH THE ^ 
\ PREStPENT. 


WE REAP ABOUT 
HER EXPLOITS IN 
THE NEWS, ANP 
FOUR YEARS LATER, 
WE S/iW HER ON 
TELEVISION 




HERE WE ^ 

X SEE NICK PENNINGTON 

HIMSELF WITH HIS LOVELy ^ 
FIANCE APEP NEPHTH/S OUTSIPE 
A BENEFIT GALA HELP LAST WEEK 
AS YOU ALREAPy KNOW PENNINGTON 
\ WAS APPO'N TEP AFTER THE y 
V mySTERlOUS PEATH OF HIS 
X PREDECESSOR 


PONT X 
BLAME TOURSELF 
yOU HAP NO IPEA 
THIS WOULP HAPPEN. 
. IT'S ALMOST TOO 
X. UNBELI... ^ 


SHE'S BEEN 

MARRIEP THREE X 

f TIMES IN THE LAST FOUR \ 
yEARS, TWO HUSBANPS MySTER- \|^ 
lOUSLy PIE ANP ONE COMMITTEP 1 A 
\ TO AN INSTITUTION, ALL 
v LEAVING THEIR FORTUNES 
XX TO HER. 

^-- MOST 

/ f I PEFINITELV NOT A 

// V COINCIPENCE. 


AMASSING X 
THIS GREAT WEALTH, 
BUT TO WHAT . 
ENP? 


/ WITH HER X. 
r NEW INVOLVEMENT > 
WITH THIS NICK PENNING¬ 
TON PERSON, OBVIOUSLV 
SOMETHING THAT MAy 
THREATEN THE y 
X_ FREE WORLP. 


r IT’S 
JUST HARP 
TO THINK 
w THAT I... . 











APEP! 


^ .. //HAT 
ABOUT YOU R 
^ FIANCE? ^ 


r you 

KNOW 

HAVE 


NlCK ? 

WE RE 0O1N6 ^ 

B FOR A CONFERENCE IN 
■ IRAO TO /MEET WITH THE 
B PRIME MINISTER. MORE . 

TALK ON THE NEW ^ 
DEMOCRAC* 

B^ WORD IN A WORLD 
F LIKE THIS ISN'T IT? ^ 
PEACE IS NOT IN HUMAN 1 
NATURE I WENT ON AHEAD! 
^ HE WILL CALL FOR 3 
ME HERE IN THE Am 
MORNING 


THAT'S NOT 
r WHAT I MEANT ARE 
YOU IN LOVE WITH HIM? 

DID rOU EVEN FEEL 
^ FOR ANT OF SHE A 
S» OTHERS? 


; SEFORE^^ 
yOU OESTOyED 
rtiew . 


IF I WANTED^Si 
B cove I WOULD ^ 

' COME TO YOU, HANP- 
SOME. DON T LOOK SO 
BASHFUL HOW COULV 4 
NOT NOTICE THE 
k WAY YOU LOOK V 
r ^ AT ME? 


r HELLO 
HANDSOME. 
.CAN I COME 
V IN? ^ 


MONEy?, 


r THEN 
WHAT IS 
IT? THE 

.MONEy?, 


K WHAT S A 

r A GODDESS 
NEED WITH 
L MONEy? 


DID ^ 

you miss 
ME? 


•^GODDBSS?> 
IS THAT WHAT 
■s. you ARE ?\A 


'f THAT S WHAT 

1 you (aaz>b w\e. iim 

✓ THE MOST POWERFUL WOMAN 
IN THE WORLD THANKS TO YOU 
AND DR SCOTTSOALe. I NOW DICTATE 
LIFE AND DEATH. I HAVE POWERS 
6B/OND NORMAL MAN. IS THAT 
NOT WHAT MAKES 
A GODDESS? 


NICK 

PENNINGTON. HE 
IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
SOMEONE SO IMPORTANT. IN 
CHARGE OF KEEPING AMERICA 
SAFE. BUT TO ME HE IS ONLy A 
PUPPET AND I PULL THE STRINGS. 
WITH HIM I LL HOLD THE FATE ^ 
^ OF THE WORLD IN MT 
HANDS 


IS THAT ^ 
Vhat YOU ARE 
AFTER? THE 
^^WORLD? A 


IS IT NOT ^^B 
F WHAT , GODDESS ^ 
IS ME, NT FOR? THE 
WORLD WILL BOW DOWN 
. TO ME WILL YOU RULE . 
^ AT MT SIDE, HrsNO-A 
SOME? ^^B 


APEP 

you RE 

. EVIL J 


r SCOTTSOf iLE APEp IN MV NATIVE 
LANGUAGE, IS THE VERy PERSON! 
FIC. TlON OF EVIL MV MOTHER 
KNEW IT THE DAy HER Ey£S 
.FIRST MET MINE. SHE NAMED ME 
^ AT THAT VERT CYOYAeNT WHEN / 
SHE WHISPERED THE 
WORD APEP 


ANYWAY, 

S' NICK WILL COME FOR ™ 
' ME IN THE MORNING. I 
'NEED TO REST UNTIL THEN. IM 
GOING TO DR SCOTTSDALE'S 
ROOM FOR THE NIGHT (WY 
OFFER STILL STANDS, ji 
yV H/-NDSOME. 



^^^EVIL? TOO J 


/ H 


BAD YOU HADN T 




REALIZED THAT WHEi. 

L 

V 


W YOU DECIDED TO HELP ! 

>R A 









ALBERT. yOU KNOW WHAT 
S. SHE'S PLANNING ^ 

ro po? ya 


we have ^ 

TO STOP HER 
WE CAN TALK TO 
THIS PENNING 
^TON FELLOW >- 


THEN X 

T REVERSE SURGERy \ 
IS THE ONLy WAy 0UT 
HOW ? SHE IS PRO0A0Ly 
LIMMUNE TO ANy FOR/VI J 
I^DF ANESTHESIA. ■'J 


ANP SAT 

/ WHAT^ you KNOW X 
WHAT COMES OVER yOU 
WHEN SHE IS AROUNP YOU 
YOU KNOW WHAT SHE IS. SHE 
HAS VERT STRONG SEPUCTIVE 
V POWERS. NO WAy WOULP 
HE EVEN LISTEN 
TO US 


. W&r MAT0E ONLT IN 
/ HUIY^AN POSES. I HAVE A \ 
/ 0OTTLE OF CHLOROFORM V 
f IN STORAGE. IN SMALL POSES 1 
IT'LL PUT SOMEONE TO SLEEP 
0UT A HIGH POSE WILL KILL. IF WE 
USE A LETHAL POSE IT MAT TAX 
HER APAPTIVE POWERS TO THE 
S, POINT OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS, >» 
V HOPEFULLT GIVING US SOME/. 

TIME TO OPERATE. ■ 


> IT S WORTH X 
r A TRX I CAN'T 
0ELIEVE IM SATING 
THIS, 0UT WE CAN'T 
l L^T HER LEAVE . 

ALIVE. 


*7 THE FATE ^ 
OF THE FREE WORCP 
S^_ IS AT STAKE. 















TIGHTLY. 

vamh yf. 

TIGHTLY! 


UNGH. ^ 
J/W TRT1NG, 
ALBERT* 


MY GOV! 

^ SHE S GETTING... ^ 
ENGH . STRONGER* HER 
STRENGTH...UNGH...IS 
AVAPTiNQ TO M...MATCH 
. /MINE* I MN'T HOLE? 

X. IT /MUCH LONGER'^ 


mfoct9 








^ YOU ^ 
THINK yOU 
CAN KNOCK 
ME UNCON 
SCIOUS!?' 


1 SHOULD 
KILL yOU BOTH 
WHERE yOU 
STAND/ ^ 


euT i ^ 
WILL NOT 
LOWER MySELF 
TO TOUR PATHETIC 
^ LEVEL. A 


THERE' 

YOU 

see*?* 


^ IS THIS 
WHAT TOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
DOCTOR? . 


NOW 

w GET OUT! LEAVE 
/WE TO /wy SLUMBER 
NICK WILL BE CALLING 
FOR ME IN THE 
MORNING 


/ WATCH 

HOW youR 1 
FUTILE ATTEMPT 
WOULD HAVE k 
FAILED A 


^ WAS ^ 
THIS PLAN 

5 * 3 ? ^ 


> WERE “ 
you GOING 
TO SLIT MT 
THROAT 
WITH \T?j 


f YOU WERE • 

’ w 

[ GOING TO 

• • J 

L OPERATE 


^ ON ME. 

1 * 1 







MY GOD, 

VOUG. DIP YOU 

f see her eyes? she 

IS NO LONGER HUMAN. SHE 
IS BEYOND OUR STOPPING 
, HER. SHE IS INVINCIBLE. 

WILL NOTHING > 

N. STOP HER?? _ 


proxfpe. 


r OKAY: THE ^ 
POOR CRACK 
ANP THE VENTS 
. INS1PE ARE 
k SEALED. A 


^ .ANP ” 

WITH CAULKING 
AROUNP THE 
OUTSIPE OF THE 
. WINDOW. . 


OF COURSE. 

YES, A ROOM 
FILLEP WITH THE ©AS 
WOULP BE FATAL TO ANY 


AVERAGE PERSON ANP WE 
NEEP NOT MAKE CONTACT 
WITH HER TO ADMIN a0 
ISTER IT. 


jp WE FILL THE 
T BEDROOM WITH 1 
IT ANP IT'LL HOPE 
FULL Y CHOKE HER INTO 
UNCONSCIOUSNESS. HER 
. ADAPTIVE ABILITIES , 
V WON’T KNOW WHAT / 
HIT THEM /> 




WILL IT 
WORK? 


IT IS 

A OUR LAST OPTION 
IF IT DOESN'T WE WON’T 
HAVE TO WORRY ANT LONGER 
SHE LL SURELY KILL US 
THIS TIME 


I HAVE 

A COLLEAGUE 
WHO CAN SUPPLY" US TWO 
TANKS. I LL HAVE IT SENT 
TO US IMMEDIATELY 


w T n£ ^ 
ROOM'S AS 
AIRTIGHT AS 
IT'S GOING TO 
GET 


k ANY 

r MOMENT NOW, 1 

POU©, THE GAS SHOULD 
BE FILLING THE ROOM 
ANP SOON START 
L TAKING EFFECT 
ON APEP 

















SHE 

W IS COUSHINS ^ 
r He^vity now; i 1 

CAN HEAR HER 
STRUGGLING TO GET 
OUT OF BED. I CAN 
MS/^R THE LAMP AND 
• CLOCK FALL TO A 
^ THE FLOOR. 


' <T THERE 

SHOULD BE ENOUGH A 
CONCENTRATION OF 
CARBON DIOXIDE 
INSIDE 6/ NOW WHERE 
THE AVERAGE PERSONi 
fc WOULD SURELY 1 ^ 
BE DEAD 


HE, .V/ 

r FOOTSTEPS 1 
AS SHE STRUGGLES 
TO STAy UPRIGHT. 
AS SHE co/wes 
L CLOSER TO THE / 
_ DOOR ^ 


r GOOD 

LORD, SHE'S AT 
.THE DOOR. IS THERE 
L NO STOPPING ^ 


^ CANT ^ 
HEAR ANTTHING 

.. rer . 


~ DOUG, T 
PLEASE. 
DON T KILL 

L ms. 


SMT PLEA SI 
IM NOT l 
REALLT EVIL.* 


tf you 

LOVE /MeKD 

Please save 


i won T 

LISTEN* 


dougJVM 

love you 
el-ease. . 







" OUt CK< WE HAVE 

TO SHUT OFF THE CARBON 
PIOXIPE BEFORE IT OVER 
^ TAKES US AS WEU- v 


^ THERE, 

\T S OFF »T'S 
OVER NOW. 




THIS IS HOW rHe 
STORY BN VS. 


s ABIE TO 

’POCBVURB 

INCIDENT, 


we WER 
VO THE I 
WITHOUT 


SHe REVERTED BACK 
TO HER ORIGINAL 
STATE. THE AIDS HAD 
CCWPLETELT OVER- 
COff>e HER. 


THEN WHT DID f 
FEEL SO SAD? 


I WA5 IN LOVE WITH 
HER. AND MA/BE IN 
HER OWN TWISTED 
WAY SHE LOVED /ME, 


IT WAS FOR THE 
BETTER WE DID 
SAVE /MANKIND. 


WELL. SHE WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT ONE THINS. 


I AL/MOST TOOK HER 
UP ON HER OFFER 
TO RULE BY HER SIDE 


IT WOULDN'T HAVE 
WORKED OUT ANYWAY. 


AFTER ALL. I A/M 
ONLV HU/MAN. 





































~ BUT STILL^ 
-•THAT 
TALE TRULY 
INSPIRED 

L. ME! A 


FOLKS ARE ALWAYS SCHEMIN’ TO HOLD OTHERS 
DOWNI LET ME TELL YOU, EVEN THE CRYPT-KEEPER 
ANO THE VAULT-KEEPER ARE PART OF A GHOUL- 
L OLD BOYS CLUB THAT LOVES KEEPING A GOOO 
V WOMAN DOWN! AFTER ALL, THEY’VE GOT A 
■1 ^,. CRYPTS AND VAULTS TO KEEP - >/. 

WHAT DO I HAVE 9 ! ' 


BUT power-hungry 

PREDATORS DON’T JUST PREY UPON 
/ WOMEN! ANYONE THEY DEEM TO BE WEAK IS FA/R ^ 
f GAMEl TAKE STANLEY POTTS FOR EXAMPLE! ALL HE 
HAD WAS A SIMPLE _ _ — — t; --a „ m m .. 

DREAM AND AN D ! ' f M Q\ I 

OPPORTUNISTIC CO , v H V ' : nr L, 

WORKER STOLE IT! 

IT’S ALL LOVINGLY M-MMMMM # MM 

laid dut mfW Ummmm 


I NEED TO 

r WHIP UP A BATCH OF^ 

DL’ DDC SCOTTSDALE’S 

SPECIAL POTION! BUT I’LL 
l NEED TWO SPECIAL A 
^ INGREDIENTS! 


HA! SEE WHAT HAPPENS)/ 
WHEN A GAL TRUSTS 
THE WRONG 
TWO GUYS'? 





























''CON6PATU' 
LATIONS, ©APT, 
WHAT A SPEAT 
S^JOCA.' .X 


HE SOLOES 
A FANTASTIC 
SAME IDEA FOP 
vJHE COMPANY 


^ WHAT'5 THE 
CELE8PATION 3 


^DH, SI0NEY/\ 
YOU WOULDN'T 
UNDEPSTANO. . 


'WHAT'?' 
THAT'S MY 
SAME. . 


^ don't ee > 

PIOtCULOUS. YOU 
WOPY IN THE MAIL 
POOM. HE'S THE 
N. GENIUS. V' 








comins up 

WITH A SAME'S 
NOTHIN6, POPS 
IT'S SELUNS 
THE SAME. 


THAT'S WHEPE 
THE W OPK A NO 
THE SPAINS 
v APE ^ 









JR 






























































































































































































SOON A5AI > 
CASH THIS CH6CK I'M 

coins to euy Me a 
eemp spopts cap, 

v ANP A SUONPe TO 
X. CO WITH IT. ^4 


f ANP WITH My \ 
MACIC SP6LL, I CAN 
Move HIM TO THe 
V N6ICH80PH00P. / 


wetcoMe to the 
NeicHeopHoop, 

















V 



^Tnese HAve 
FPeSH SLOOD 
IN THEM, AND 
. PAISINS. . 


I've sot 

. MAIL. j 


I HAV6 ANOTHSP 
COMMAND POP 

r you. 


I Hope IT'S X 
r NOTHING Lite LAST > 

TiMe. i peAu,y didn't HAve 

ANyTHlNS ASAINST THAT 
POOP MAN. AND I LOST My 

v eesT mixins sowl and , 

IX SPOON. 


^ My SP6LL ^ 
DeClDeS WHAT 
. you do. > 


OH, DeAP. 
WHy CAN'T we 
ALL OUST SeT 
, ALONS? 


wt< 

































covet? HIM 
UP, WOLFIE. 


IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO ee 

too deep. 


I HOPE THAT'S 
ALL SIDNEY EXPECTS 
l FOP AWHILE. 


YES, IT'S ALL 
SO...USLY. 


YEAH, AND I 
SPOKE A NAIL. 














































































YOU KNOW IT SURE WAS 
NICE OF THE OLD WITCH 
TO INVITE US INTO THIS 
HOT TUB/ MAYBE WE 
^ MISJUOGEO HER! 


I COULD BE MISER ABLY MISTAKEN 
BUT I’M STARTING TO SUSPECT 
THIS A/NT NO HOT TUB! THAT 
L IF WE OON’T GET OUT NOW -a 
WE’RE SO UP! 


^ LIKE ANYONE ^ 
WOULD WANT A 
BOWL OF CREAM OF 
l CRYPT-KEEPER . 
SOUP/ 


^ YOU EVER- ™ 
GAGGING GHOULS ARE 
VITAL INGREO/ENTS IN 
MY SPECIAL POWER 
^ POTION! ^/4 


>GASPi< 
'CHOKEt 


AS MUCH AS 

r po LOVE TO STAY ANO ~ 
BECOME SECRET SAUCE 
WITCHIE-POO, MY PALE SKIN IS 
GETTING ALL PRUNEY - ANO 
TM SURE YOU OON’T WANT 
k PRUNES IN YOUR RECIPE! 4 


^ SO LET’S '<|j 

r MEET AGAIN NEXT TIME. 1 
KIODIES IN TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT #9! AND REMEMBER 
OON’T UPSET ANY WITCHES IF 
YOU WANT TO STAY OUT OF 
U HOT WATER/ HEY I’M A 
0 YING HERE1! -J& 



















Gruesome greetings, my fellow Americans! It's me, your non- 
political Crypt-Keeper, with a somewhat SHRUNKEN 
SELECTION of FEARLESS EEEDBACKfrom our CREEPY 
CONSTITUENTS. Seems like our usually tight-lipped editorial 
types are eager to spout off on a topic we're super-sensitive about 
around these parts. Ironic, isn’t it? In order for them to talk about 
censorship, we have to silence a few of our EEINDISH fans 
from expressing their un-DYING admiration for their favorite 
HORROR comicbook! 

But while the POWERS- THA T- BE around here may be a 
benevolent dictatorship, we’ve always ran this letters column as 
a true DEMON-ocracy, er, I mean, democracy, leatng you the 
rotten readers VOTE every issue for your favorite stories. It was 
a close race this time around with "Ignoble Rot” by writer Fred 
Van Lente and artist Mon Todd just squeaking past "Moonlight 
Sonata” by writers Joe andJohn Lansdale and artist Chris North. 
Not much of a surprise really, as ZOMBIES are hotter than ever 
these days 

I’d normally tell you all about our fifth fhghifal collection of 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT stories published m paperback 
and hardcover by Papercutz, but that’ll just have to wait till next 
time. Or you can simply check out the ad on our back cover. But 
if we're going to squeeze any mad in, we better do so now... 


them for a more mature audience... ?} Or maybe you could 
reprint originals. Even if you don't, I’m still going to keep 
buying TALES FROM THE CRYPT. Congratulations and 
thank you for reviving a scries i grew up on. 

Sincerely, 
johnny Bailey 


Tell me, Johnny, did the Vault-Keeper or tlx The Old Witch 
put you up to thts > Those two will stoop to any level to get thetr 
mags back! And in case you didn't know, all oftlx original EC 
comics are being reprinted as beautiful big fall-color hardcover 
books by the geeks over at Gemstone Publishing You can buy 
tlx first few years of TALES FROM THE CRYPT (as well as 
THE HAUNT OF FEAR, THE VAULT OF HORROR, and 
many more) for a mere $49.95 per volume - a lot cfxaper 
than trying to get the original hack issues! 

Keep those emails and letters coming - we get so lonely 
here in the Crypt of Terror! Send letters to; 

The Crypt-Keepers Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 

Or email your comments to the Old Editor at.* 
salicrup@jpapcrcut 2 .com 


Dear Crypt-Kccpcr, 

1 was recently at my local mall, and in the center pisr 
was a temporary comic vendor. He had all kind:, of comic 
collectibles. I walked straight up to him and asked him for the 
EC comics. He pulled down a stack of £C originals. It was 
amazing. He even had THE CRYPT OF TERROR issue two. 
I told him I wanted to buy them so bad but 1 didn't have the 
money. He pointed me ro a box of horror comics with some 
1990 reprints. I snatched the only two CRYPTS he had. Even 
though the new ones are nothing like them, I still love them. 
1 would be so happy if you could revive THE HAUNT OF 
FEAR and THE VAULT OF HORROR. (Maybe even make 


And be sure to visit papcrcutz.com for the latest TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT news! 


SUBS@W?Wl0NS! 

For o one year (six-issue) subscription to TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT, just send a check or money 
order, in US funds only, for $24.00. 

Send to; subCRYPTions, PAPERCUTZ, 

40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308, New York, NY 
10005. Make checks payable to N0M. 

Or call 1-800-8B6-1223. 

MC, VISA, ond AMEX accepted. 























A SPECIAL EDITORIAL 

BY CATHY GAINES MIFSUD 


Before we begin, we need to make something very dear, 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT is not endorsing any political 
candidates or parries. We respect our readers' intelligence, 
and for those of you old enough to vote, we encourage you 
to do so for the candidates of your choice. 

Nor arc we attacking any candidates. This issue’s alternate 
cover, featuring Gov. Sarah Palin, is our version of a political 
cartoon. It’s simply expressing our reaction whenever we 
hear anything about hook banning — it’s truly frightening 
to us. Also, and this is very important, its very unclear 
whether those early reports about Sarah Palin, looking into 
banning books from a library back when she was the mayor 
ot Wasilla, Alaska, are true ot not. We, of course, certainly 
hope that they’re indeed untrue. 

Why is book banning frightening to us? Surely, we can’t 
possibly object to anyone keeping objectionable material out 
of the hands of impressionable children. Well... 

You see, from 1950 to 1956 my father, William M. 
Gaines, published the original TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT comicbooks, as well as rhe rest of the entire 
EC line of comics, which included THE HAUNT OF 
FEAR, THE VAULT OF HORROR, WEIRD SCIENCE, 
SHOCK SUSPENSION ES, TWO-FISTED TALES, 
WEIRD FANTASY, WEIRD SCIENCE-FANTASY, CRIME 
SUSPENSTORIES, and one called MAD. Dad hired the 
very best writers, artists, and editors in the fidd, and even 
now, over 50 years later, those comics arc still considered to 
be shining examples of some of the best comics ever created. 

Unfortunately, during the height of the success of the EC 
horror wiles, there was a movement to ban these comics, 
based on the misguided notion that they were somehow 
turning children into juvenile delinquents. Just like some 
politicians today try to blame video games and rap music fot 
all sorts of social ills and for being a negative influence, back 
then EC comics were the tatget.There were newspaper and 
magazine articles, investigations, and finally, a Comics Code 
was created, a code that meant the end of almost the entire 
EC line of comics. Only MAD, which was turned into a 
magazine, managed to survive. 

Now, if you actually look at and read those old EC 
comics, the only thing that might actually shock you 
is how incredibly tame they arc by today's standards. Take 
a look at the hardcover collections of TALES FROM 
THE CRYPT published by Gemstone, and look closely at 
those stories, and you’ll see that you’ll be hard-pressed to find 
a single drop of blood. Sure, the stories were scary — that’s 
what they were intended to be. But they were scary in the 
same way that classic fairy talcs arc scary, or even stories 
from the Bible. Usually the stories were about someone 
who did something wrong, and how their victims were 
somehow avenged. 

Now, does that mean we believe thar every book ever 
published should be available to any reader of any age? 
Of course not! Certainly every bookstore and library has 


the responsibility to make sure no unsuitable material ever 
winds up in the hands of children, And certainly, every 
bookseller has the right to decide to sell or not sdl whatever 
they choose. The challenge is always determining exactly 
what is and isn’t suitahle for children. 

When we decided to relaunch TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
with Papercutz, there were fans of the original comic that 
were surprised that we chose a publisher known for rheir 
all-ages graphic novels. Those fans wanted a new TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT series that would push the boundaries 
of modern horror, going places no TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT comic had ever gone before. Now, there's certainly 
nothing wrong with that, but we decided to go with 
Papercutz because we wanted TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
to be what the original comic was always meant to be, a scary 
comic for all-ages, with the very best writing and artwork 
possible. So, here we are, over fifty years after the original 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT comic was launched, and 
were back trying to create a comic that we hope folks fifty 
years from now will still be talking about. 

We certainly understand the desire to protect children from 
unsuitable material, but we don’t believe that banning books 
is the answer. As the situation exists today, both librarians 
and booksellers act very responsibly to assure that children 
ate not exposed to anything objectionable. Ptotccting 
children, is usually the excuse given when another agenda 
may be at work. As for as we can tell, teachers, patents, 
librarians, and booksellers are doing a great joh of making 
sure children arc indeed protected. What usually seems to 
be behind banning books is an attempt to repress ideas 
that may offer alternative political views. This is not only 
un-American — blatantly violating the very concept of free 
speech — but it is assuming that people are unable to come to 
their uwn informed conclusions about controversial suhjects. 
And how could they, if only one side of a debate is presented, 
while literature expressing opposing views arc suppressed? 
Banning books represenrs a lack of faith in the intelligence 
of our fellow citizens to think for themselves. 

In 1990, the Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, was 
incorporated as a non-profit charitable organization to fight 
censorship and defend the first amendment rights of comic 
book professionals throughout the United States. If you 
support free speech and love comicbooks, may we suggest 
you consider joining this noble organization? For full details, 
go to wwwchldforg. I only wish they were around when my 
father could’ve used their beip. 

With all that said, we still like to believe that we’re living in 
a world that recognizes that children love a good scary story, 
and that if it’s told responsibly with good taste, it sparks 
their imaginations and they become the next generation of 
such amazing creators as George Lucas, Stephen Speilbcrg, 
Stephen King, and R.L Stine - all former EC comics readers. 

Thank You, 

Cathy Gaines Mijntd 

President William M. Games , Agent, Inc. 






j-uittaoi 


€.D. 

FA NS/ 


YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 

mm mmw 

(BUT WE'RE C0MIN6 OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



FROM THE 


CRYPT 


COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VELILLA and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 
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CHICKEN MAN 


FEATURING 


BY LANSDALE & ROMBERGER! 


THE CRYPT-KEEPER 


THE OLD WITCH 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 


o 11 *71896 45306 1,1 5 



















* GLASPI GLUGGl 
^ CHOKE!' 


QUIET! 


WELCOME BACK BOORS ANO GHOULS TO THE NEW 
ANO IMPROVEO CRYPT OF TERROR FEATURING MY 
CAULDRON OF CHILLS! IF YOU WERE EXPECTING THE 
0 ECREPtT CRYPT-KEEPER AND THE VACUOUS VAULT 
KEEPER TO GREET YOU THEY’RE HELPING ME 
COOK UP A REAL POT-BOILER 
FOR YOU 1 


^ PESKY 

/NGREOJENTSj BU f 
WHAT CAN YOU EXPEC 

WHEN YOU’RE COOKING UP I 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE 

^"0 **0* ANO IT’S ^ 

NOT GETTING CHICKENS) 
JUST ASK W/LL BENOER, 
BETTER KNOWN AS... 




















•* My ^ 
NAME'S WILL 

. sendep 


r i HEAPO ^ 
THE VOODOO MAN 
WAS IN NEED OF 
SOME CHICKENS, 

^ SO HEPE IAM . 


HOW DO r 
KNOW THAT, 
MAN? 


I CAN'T \ 
/ CHECK ' 
r WITHOUT 
GLEEDINS ONE 
you WANT 
. ME TO DO 
k THAT? / 


y THESE \ 
7 APE THE ' 
BEST BLEEDEPS 
yOU EVEP SEEN 
POP OFF THE IP 
HEAD AND 
L THE BLOOD A 

\ poups. jr 





















r TAKE My WOPO > 
PCX? IT _Iti- SELL 
you A DOZEN FOP A 
HUNDPED DOLLAPS 
APIECE A 


/ yOU THINK NED \ 
STUPID, MAN 3 NO WAY 
X PAy you THAT KIND OP 
MONEy. I SO SEE OLD 
MAN SMITH. HE SELL ME 
CHICKENS POP PIVE 
V DOLLAPS APIECE. / 


y NOT ANYMOPE, > 
I SOUSHT HIM OUT. 
THESE APE THE ONLY 
UVE CHICKENS WITHIN 
A HUNDPED MILES 

v. op hepe. y 


r MAyeE you> 
SHOULD HAVE 
STAYED IN HAITI 
...TAKE IT OP 
V LEAVE IT. >■ 


EfiSS] 
















jr okay, i take n 

ALU OP THEM, MAN, 
MASIC DON'T WOPK 
WITHOUT THEM. X PIX 
V you LATEG > 


yOU k!NOW \ 
NOTHING, X WOULD 
GE MOPE CAPEPUL 
. WHAT I SAY, WELL , 
V G ENDEC. y 


T THAT 
VOODOO 
NONSENSE 
DON'T WOCK 
l ANywAy > 


we IS 

Y GOTH KNOW^ 

r you'ce just 

HOODWINKING 
PEOPLE I DON'T 
CAPE THOUGH, 
evEcyeooy 
^ HAS TO MAKE j 

Y A BUCK. jQ 


Y yOU MAY 
r CEGCET IT, PUT ^ 
THE CHICKENS ON. 
L MYTGUCK. A 





















'nothing, r 

DO NOTHING, 
. MAN 













ffm 

at. 


A 


% 


*3 




























































































/’"BOY l COULD USE^ 

some easy money 

UKE THAT MY OLD EX 
LADY IS PUSHING ME 
SwFOP AUMONY ^ 


k THEPE'S 
r MOPE IE YOU 1 
SOT THE SACK 
BONE POP IT HELP 
ME SET IT AND . 
L I'LL SPLIT IT A 
WITH YOU 


■ IM ABOUT • 
PEADY POP ANY 
THINS THE WAY 
THAT WOMAN S 
HOUNDlNS 


I SAW THE n 
MONEY THIS APTEP 
NOON YOU SOT 
N. A SUN V 


^ YEAH I SOT A > 
SUN- THIPTY-E1SHT 
MY OLD MAN 
SAVE ME >/ 


I KEEP IT HID \ 
SO MY PAPOLE ) 
OPFICEP DON T 7 
, w KNOW 











6?'$HT» I DON'T I 
WANT TO SHOOT M 
ANYBODY 

i r ■ 

Mg 


























Ml YOU CHEAT 
WV VOUQ MA 




^ I'M ^ 
LOOKING THE 
PLACE OV6P 
^ 5HHH. >■ 
















MONEY 

WELL 

SPENT. 


‘WIH 

[Wlttl 

F 


Until 

m 

W. | 


[»>''*« 1 

UikiI 













































































•if 



THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT 
I'M SOIN6 TO DO, IE 
YOU DON'T COME UP 
WITH THAT MONEY 

















NOW WHAT 5 
HOW YOU GOINS 
TO FIND THF 

MONey now 5 


























TO 


' q/ *y r 

Y rfTT-CXi 

J&vA S4 
































OWWW' 


A£H/ 






























HEHEH! AND YOU 
THOUGHT THE CHICKEN 
CROSSED THE ROAD JUST 
TO GET TO THE OTHER 
SIDEt YOU DIDN'T KNOW 
ABOUT THAT AWFUL 
ONE-EYED SNAKE! 


WE AGREED TO LET YOU COOK 
DINNER - NOT FOR US TO BE 
YOUR CANNBAUSTtC CUUNARY 
CONCOCT/ON!/ 


HEY I « 
SAID IT WOULD 
BE POT LUCKi 


>GASP!t< 

»CHOKE!< 


W I REALLY ^ 
OUGHT TO GET 
A MICROWAVE 
OVEN! i 


WHILE THESE TWO 
S/MMER ANO STEW, 
HERE’S A PSYCHIC 
SHOCKER FOR YOU 
.THAT I CALL... * 


fl 1 

iifSS 

■ i 

1 

LJpsvj 



























r toiler rr, > 

CUAWOLER. TUOSE 

op us mruotrr trust 

FUNDS HAVE TO GO 
TO WORK IN the 
V MORNING, V 


/ ypAU, \ 
' CUAWOLER, > 

wuew are you 
GOING TO DECIDE 
TUERE ACTUALLY 
15 SOMETHING 
you WANT TO 
L DO WITU yOUR / 
V LIFE? A 


' oo uom? > 

WUAT ARE VOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
IT'S ONLY 

v. Mom&trf y 


^ ruvtt'5 ^ 

A PURPOSE I 
MIGHT ACTUALLV 
DE APLETO GET 

V /WTO- < 


WOW TUATS 
XiST WOT FAIR 

i know exAcny 

WUAT I'M DOING FOR 
AT LEAST TWELVE 
HOURS OF EVERY , 

^ day y 


r vcesM/ * 

YOU'RE A 
DISGRACE TO 
(HCU Ki05 
cttttymfeat 
you KNOW 
v TUAT? A 


OF COURSE 
THAT'S 5U&W6 
PUT... 































/ / 













QOOti 

LORD/ 




















r WTTE/ C'MOW \ . 

TWE 5Uk) 15 0077 
TUE BIRD5 ARE 
60m us/ IT'5 APRIL } i 
v IN W£JV VOfUO 

-IT- WUV 00^ 

you want to 

WA5TE IT IK) 

V TWE UVRABV? 


Y BECAUSE > 

I OOWT WAUT TO 
WA5TE My UFE 
PUPPING BURSER5, 

L. cmx>t , 


RATS? 


I QOT MV /mLYTICAL* 
PSatVE PINAL IK) TWO 
0AV6t TUERE'5 GOTTA BE 
OOZZU5 OP PEOPLE VOU 
COULD A5K TO TUE PARK 
__WITH you... 


r VEAll, BUT TUEN I 
WOULDN'T HAVE TUE 
PLEA5URE OP CORRUPT- 
IhQ TUEM AWAV PROM 
. TUEIR 5TUP1D BORING 
HORK, HEU-UEU..^ 

























































VAAAAMU'f 


cum>UR< 
WAS THAT 
YOU? WUAT 
UfiPP€m>? 

























r WELL, \ 
TW5 IS ALMOST 

aw ocrr -op-mho 

EXPERIENCE— 
UKE My fiOOY 15 
MOLOIWG SOME- 
000V EL5E'5 
TUOUQUTS 


r VEAM... 

I DOWT 
EVEN KNOW 
MOW TO 

D£5CRit>E 


WUAT, 

you MEAW UKE .. 

TELEPATHY OR 
j 50METWWG? 


WELL, 

MAVBE 

rr is. 


you never 

STRUCK ME A5 
TUE ‘umiOMI 

MYsrmes of 

tue umxmr 

v TYPE. > 








































































yyy&wmmif.' 

















AM I... TOTALLY 
L05IMS IT... 


OR... 

16 TUAT.. 









IS TUIS WUflT 
yOU'RE TRyiWG 
TO 5UOW ME? 


AAAAAAAAQWf 














\ »■■!■! 



WETTE'5 
WOT AWSWEBIWG 
UER !&#5f PUOUe 
My USUAL LUCK 


ALTHOUGH... 1 
TW5 Ml GUT BE A 
EfT MUCU EVEW 


MAyBE 





































HELLO? 

MY5TEW GULF 
VOU THERE? 


WEAKER,, 
BREAKER. . 
COME m, 0OOO 

^uooy.. 


HAIUUG 
PRE0UEWCIE5 
OPOJ, ET 

CCTMA.. 


I'M WERE, IK) ” 

NtmrotJ kao4, 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WHERE yOU TOLD 
ME TO 00 , 


^ our wow ^ 

yOU'RE 0OWWA HAVE 
TO GIVE SOME MORE 

. SPECIFICS TO,., u 













' WA5 THAT TUE N 
POIWT Of T14E 
QLA55 UEAP6 If) 

My-youR-vi 5 »ofjp 


COULD 1 &e 
TOO LATE? 


u4 





Mr l 

Ki?j 

jN 




Sy \a _jy> 
















mtoUGGGG- 

AAAAUU/f 


i have 

TO KUOWf 


r YOU SHOULD 1 
CONSIDER YOURSELF 
LUCKY VOU FOUND 
AW EXPERIENCED 

juvEMie peuUQowr 

A3 yCXJR TEteRATWC 
l RECEIVER/ A 


YOU SETTER 
SE HORTW TWS, 
DREAM <31RL. 


£Rivate 


“ I NEVER 
STUCK MV UeCK 
OUT FOR .WVD0DV 
IN MY WUOLE UFE, 







HEV ^ 

fcWVB€ 5Ut'5 A 

kjmjappeo we/<?£55 

oft 50MerwkX5/ 









































■CUOKE/i 


X 




* 

M 

/ 


























« UAT£ 

TUE SCKCAMOW 
THE MOST) 


AAAAUUff 


AAAmtm 


V <0<JR 1 

'NXMDCASTEJT 

WORKED WONDERS, 

V AS USUAL. > J 


'<m AMAZING^ 1 
mow Apcerry 

PACE WILL DISARM 
EVEW TUE MOST 
POWERFUL LATENT 
^ TELEPATUS.> ^ 


htifotllbt. 


CTUAT'S ALL TUE 
TEST SUBJECTS DR. 
KRYLOV MEEDS, DA? 
WE COLLECTED THEM 
. IM RECORD TlME/> . 


















<POW VOYAGE, 
toy 5! E*DOY 


ctuougw 

YOUR UVES 
MAY &E 
SHORT AMD 


<. xwow ruev'Re 

SERVING A 

purposed 


r c.sc/ewce 

MUST MARCH 

our> 






j 

1 i 

3 1 
































r TURNS OUT ^ 

CHANDLER WELLS WAS 
JUST LIKE EVERY OTHER 
MAN - A SUCKER FDR A 
. PRETTY FACE! ^ 


SPEAKING DF 

r SUCKERS, THE CRYPT-KEEPER ^ 
AND THE VAULT-KEEPER SEEMED 
TO HAVE HAD SDME UNFORTUNATE 
.SIDE EFFECTS TD MY CAULDRON’S j 
CREEPY CASSEROLE! V 


>BB LLARGHFFU < 


WHILE OL ^ 
C-K IS UP-CHUCKING 
IN HIS INNER 
SANCTUM - ^ 


>BL AARRRFFF!!< 


■ —V-K HAS ~ 

SUDDENLY BECOME 
AW ALL WARM AND 
^ FUZZYi ^ 


I’LL GET 
YOU FOR THIS 
OLD WITCH! 


IF BARF-6REATH 1$ 

F ABLE TD GET HIS ACT TOGETHER ” 
HE SHDULD BE READY TD HOST HIS 
CRYPT-KEEPER’S CDRNER COLUMN 
FEATURING YD UR COUNTLESS REQUESTS 
TD DUMP HIM AND THE FAULT-KEEPER 
AND TD HAVE ME TAKE DVER TALES 
FRDM THE CRYPT ON A PERMANENT 
k BASISI BE HERE NEXT ISSUE TD 
SEE IF JUSTICE PREVAILS 




s 






























BUUUURRPPH 

‘Scuze me, kiddies, your ol’ pal the Crypt-Keeper just 
had the most DREADFUL DINING experience, thanks 
to The Old Witch! Would you believe she made me SICK 
and the Vault-Keeper RAT-ATOUILLEf If she ever invites 
you to lunch, RUN FOR YOUR 
LIFE! 


Meanwhile, back at the 
CRYPT.., were still painfully 
PINCHING ourselves (don't 
try this at home!) over all the 
attention last issue’s SCARY 
SARAH PAIJN cover (drawn 
by Ricko “the Sicko” Parker) and 
CATHY GAINES MIFSUD’S 
special editorial received.f 


For example, GHOULISH GEOFF (THE BUTCHER) 
BOUCHER of the L A. Times wrote a GHASTLY 
PIECE about it, which was picked up by the Associated 
Press and SPLATTERED across newspapers world-wide. 
Gcoffy wrote.,. 

“The cover is a reference to rwo instances of content 
debate, one that played out on a national stage and the 
other a seemingly minor moment in Alaska that has been 
made major by the current political season. 

“‘Tales from the Crypt* became one of the signature 
names in horror and American pop culture after five 
years of memorable mayhem that ended in 1955. 
'Illat was after months of intense pressure and new 
industry regulations targeting the lurid comics, spurred 
hy icleviscd Senate subcommittee hearings on juvenile 
delinquency and its causes. 


“Palin, meanwhile, has taken heat for some overtures 
she made in 1996 while as mayor of Wasilla, Alaska. 
Criticized after reports that she sought to ban books 
from a local puhlic library, tbe GOP candidate has said 
that on two occasions she asked ‘a rhetorical question’ 
about removing objcctionahle books from shelves, but 
that she never pursued it or mentioned specific titles. 

“But any White House candidate who even entertains 
a conversation about book hanning is a natural enemy 
to Tales from the Crypt,’ according to Jim Salicrup, 
editor-in-chief of Papercutz, the publisher that revived 
the classic title about 16 months ago. ‘This was not a 
partisan thing. People tend to think of everything as 
black and white these days — you ate either for or against 
one of the parties 100%, But for us this was about the 
history of EC Comics, the original puhlishcr of 'Talcs 
from the Crypt.’ Anyone who knows that history knows 
that even of whiff of banning books is going to get us 
angry.” 

Well, la-dce-dahf Who knew Salicrup was such a 
POUTICAL PUN-DIT? GRUESOME GRAEME 
McMILLAN writing the Political Science (Fiction) column 
on io9 asked “Are Comtes Part of the left-Wing Media 
Conspiracy?” as well as.., 

“You may he wondering exactly what Sarah Palin’s 
personal policies arc, ahead of tonights Vice Presidential 
Debate, and were happy to help you wi th that: Apparently, 
she’s anti-witch... or, at least, that’s the message that we 
get from this cover from the October issue of ihc revived 
TA1.ES FROM THE CRYPT. And, as this years US 
Presidential election nears, this one previously non¬ 
partisan genre staples move into editorializing against 
the Republican ticket is only one way in which comics 
are trying to get in on the action ” 


























But the bestest POLITICALLY INCORRECT 
observation was online at Gatvker.com, where INSANE 
LAN SPIEGELMAN wrote: 

“The highlighi of Sarah Palin’s career? It’s nor her 
guest spor on SNL, or her scary stump speeches in 
fronr of screaming crazy racists. Irs this cover for... 
Talcs from the Crypt.” 

But enough about that! There were two SHOCK- 
FILLED STORIES in TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
#8 as well And while were still tabulating the 
votes on which SCARE-TALE was our ROTTEN 
READERS fave, we did receive a couple of RIOTOUS 
REACTIONS...(In the meantime,go to the TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT section of wtvw.paperattz.com and 
vote online for your favorite story from THIS issue!) 

-—-- 

Subject: TALES FROM THE CRYPT *8 

As a long-time fan of EC Comics, I welcome the 
revival of TALES FROM THE CRYPT and the guest 
editorial by Cathy Gaines Mifsud. 

As a long-time fan of EC Comics, its interesting 
to see the return of the Ray Bradbury “Home to 
Stay” precedent (WEIRD FANTASY #13). You forgot 
to acknowledge Stanley G. Weinbaums (writing as 
John JesscI) oft-reprinted "The Adaptive Ultimate" 
(originally published in Astounding Stories, November 
1935) or its film adaptation SHE DEVIL (1957) as the 
source of “She Who Would Rule the World.” 

1 wish you the best of luck in the future. 

Leonid Doroschenko 


If only u>e had an editor with the SCI-FI CREDS as 
LEONID, then we'd really be DANGEROUS! Sadly 
were still stuck with Salicrup, and he lamely pleads that 
the correct credits in both TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
comic #8 and graphic novel # 5 should have read: 

“SHE WHO WOULD RULE THE WORLD” 

(BASED ON “THE ADAPTIVE ULTIMATE*’ 

BY STANLEY G. WBNBAUM) 

ADAPTED BY 
CHRISTIAN ZANIER 

WRITER, ARTIST, LETTERER, COLORIST, 

MARVIN MARIANO 
COLORIST 


Dear Crypt-Kccpcr, 

jusr wanted to make a tew comments about TFTC #8. 
“She Who Would Rule the World" was very well done. 
Both the story and the arc were great. Very enjoyable. 
As for “Virrual Hoodoo,” it was passable, but did not 
do much for me. One thing 1 found hilarious.., Barts 
left hand shot up from the crypt when the monster; 
called upon him. In and of itself, nor funny. However, 
when you consider his left arm was ripped off by Crazy 


Skeleton Man just three pages earlier.., pretty funny' 

In dosing. I’d just like to thank you for bringing 
back this classic title. Also, thank you for having a 
letters page. The lettered is such a great aspect of 
comicbooks, and so few still have them. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Robinson 
Colorado Springs, CO 


Hey, Mark, did you ever think that those other comm 
don't have letter columns ‘cause they can’t get Yours Truly 
to write 'em in my world-famous HORRIFIC style? Let 's 
face it, how can they really compete with me? 


Dear Crypt-Kccpcr, 

Hello my name is Brett, I live in England, and I am a 
big Jan of the old TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics 
and I just recently purchased number 7 of the new 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. I loved it, bur 
here in England it is bard to get hold of your comics. 
So how can I subscribe? And also will I be able to bad 
order and g?r the first (•> wd a* future «i»c 

Brett Stephenson 

England 


What’s the matter, Brett? Too lazy to travel to the US 
to get your horror comics fix? fortunately fir you there's 
milehighcomics.com far back issues, and barnesandnobk. 
comfor our CADAVEROUS COLLECTED EDITIONS, 
available in both soft and far those who collect $ TIFFS...) 
hard covers. 


Keep rhosc emails and letters coming - and if you’ve gor 
any Pepto, wc could use thar too. Send letters to: 

The Crypt-Keepers Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 

Or email your comments to the Old Editor ar: 
salicrap^papercuixcom 


SUBS^WWlONS! 

For o one yeor (six-issue) subscription to TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT, just send o check or money 
order, in US funds only, for $24.00. 

Send to: SubCRYPTIons, PAPERCUTZ, 

40 Exchonge Ploce, Suite 1308, New York, NY 
10005. Moke checks poyoble to N8M. 

Or coll 1-800-886-1223. 

MC, VISA, and AMEX accepted. 













€.D. 

FA NS/ 


YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 

mm mmmsH, 

(BUT WE'NE COMING OUT WITH ' 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



I M L> n a 

t1~ from the 

CPYPT 


£3 

PAPEKCUTO 


COLLECTING STORIES BY B1LGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VELILLA and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 
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J TJOTJTJfHH 


TALES 

N°1° prom the 


ALL-NEW! 



CRYPT 



IN THIS ISSUE: 

AN AU-NEW STORY BY 

GREG FRRSHTEV 

BIO NICtE® COMICS AUTHOR! 


FEATURING 


THE CSYPT-KEEPEF 


THE OLD WITCH 


The vault-keeper 


'71896 45306 


IF 






fy y? y_ 




Vi 




















JUST LIKE NO ONE LISTENS 
TO THOMAS DONALLEY IN 
A STORY I CALL... ^ 



























































AND IN THAT 
FINAL MOMENT, 
I PEMEM6EP. 


IT 6SSAN 


THAT LOOK OF 
UPSENT FEAP ONty 
HALF-CONCEALED 
ey THE PATIENT S 
AWAPENESS OF 
THE SULf THAT 
SEPAPATES US 


HE PUNS 
HIS TONSUE 
NEPVOUSLy 
ACPOSS HIS 
opy LIPS 
THPEE TIMES 


..6EFOPE FINALLy 
UTTEPINS THE 
WOP0S THAT 
CHANSE My LIFE 
FOPEVEP 




































I THINK THAT TH&PE 15 A 
BPAIN-EATIN& MONSTEP 
LOOSE ON THIS j 
W WA PD fS? 


HI5 CHAPT TEUS 
Me evepyTHiNs i 
THINK I NEEP TO 
KNOW 


A MONSTEP 
you 5Ay.„. 
^ HMMM . 


HE PIP5ETS WHEN I 
LOOK AT HIM PIPECTLy 


MP...PONAUey 
W 15 IT? - 


THAT 5 PPOBABLy 
THE THOPAZINE 


YOU 60 BY 
THOMAS 3 
















TH£ MOTHet?---P6AP NOW 
TWO VbACS Of CAPPIAC 
pA iLuee unpep MysTepious 
cipcumstances 


V MyMOM > 
USED TO CALL 
Me TOMMy 
s. eur... 


THe CATALyST FOP TH£ 
PATieNT S FIPST PEF6PPAL 
TO THIS f ACILITy AS A 
CLASSIC SELF-MUTILATOP 


ONLV THIS ON6 BLAMES HIS BPEAKTHPOUSH 

episope on a supepNATUPAixy cupsep 

FULLy POSE ABLE MlCPO-APTICULATEP 
ACTION FISUPE.' WHATEVEP THAT MEANS 


SO.... 

THOMAS- 


ll UMi v 


W s / i 

11 


r /jMi 
























HOW APE 
you FEELING 
. TOPAY p , 


A LITTLE 
NEPVOUS I 
SUESS 


•* AND WHy 
DO you THINK 
V THAT IS? 


PPOSASLy BECAUSE 
OF THE SPAIN-EATINS 
MONSTEP THAT IS 
LOOSE IN THE 
^ WAPD... 


W NO. I’M 

pcerry supe 

IT 5 THE SPAIN 
EATINS MONSTEP 
ACTUALLy 


you DON T V 
THINK IT S MAySE ' 
THE THOPA2INE 3 It 



















HOW COMPOSTING 
IT MU5T be TO 
EXPLAIN AWAY ALL 
OP LIFE S ILLS BY 
THE EXISTENCE OF 
A SPAIN-EATING 
MONSTEP 


CAN T HOLD A JOB 3 
SPAIN -EATING 
MONSTEP. GLOBAL 
WAPMING? TPy A 
SPAIN-EATING 
MONSTEP INSTEAD 


J yOU HAVE NOTHING 
TO WOPPY ABOUT 
7/S. THOMAS ^ 


LIE SACK AND 
TPy TO PELAX 


* I HAVE IT ON ^ 
GOOD AUTHOPlTy 
THAT THEPE APE NO 
SPAIN-EATING MON 
STEPS LOOSE IN 
VjHIS PACILITy^ 


THEN lit LET THE ' 
NUPSES KNOW THAT 
yOU APE DUE FOP 
yOUPMEDS ^ 


THANKS i 


I PUT THE EVENT 
IN My MENTAL 
COLUMN OF 
VICTOPIES 


ANOTHEP PATIENT SPOUGHT ( 
SACK FPOM THE EDGE OF k 
psycHOSis sy m y wopds | 

OF COMP OPT AND SOLACE I 


AT LEAST X THINK 
HE IS UNTIL... 





































\L^ well i VA 
“ pipn t look be- \\ 
fope to make supe he w 

HAP ON£ BUT HE WA5 J A , 
8PEATHINS ANP 5TUFF I ' 
50 you KNOW I j# 

^ JU5T A5SUMEP . 


WHAT PO~ 
YOU MEAN 
HI5 SPAIN 15 
^SONE ^ 


r euT wow ^ 

HE IS TOTALXy 
8PA1NLE55 NOW 
FOP SUPE 


once ^ 

INSANE NOW 
HE 5 SOT NO 
^ SPAIN > 


~ PONTWOPPy ^ 
POC. WE IX SET HIM 
POWN TO THE SLAB 
L. FOP yA. 4 


W but 

WHAT COULP i 
HAVE- ' HOW f 
k COULP— p Jt 


WHAT PIP 
I TELL yOU, 
POCP 








PEPHAPS IN LiSHT OF WHAT CAME 
AFTEP I CAN SEE HOW MY PESPONSE 
TO THE PATIENT 5 WAPNINSS COULD BE 
CONSTPUEP AS- DI5PPOPOPTIONATE 


r THE SPAIN ^ 
EATINS MONSTEP 
^ STP1KES AS AIN/. 


^THIS WAY^ 
SENTLEMEN, 
AND POUSHLY, 
IF YOU LIKE.-, 


WHAT VIOLENT g I 
IMPULSES ' /g J , 

fcr I OUST ™ 
DONT WANT MY 
A V SPAIN TO SET 
EATEN ^ 


TUT, TUT, 
THOMAS. 


^BfOW' thatW^^ 


yTHAT'S SOOD/ 

OON'T 

^^SUCK£D//^T*i1 


j\THOMA5. 

6£ AFPAID TO>pr| 


'Jf* 


VOCALIZE YOUP n 

(: j * I { 



MOST VIOLENT 



'""'W —ill. - 

^ IMPULSES. 
















we BOTH KNOW THAT THEPE S 
NO SUCH THINS AS A SPAIN- 
EATINS MONSTEP 


r Y£AH THATS 
WHAT I USED TO 
^THINK TOO 


HOPPOPS OUST 
WAIT I NS FOP YOU 
TO SLIP UP ANO 
^ THEN... 


r AN 0 > 
WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
► NOW p > 


THEPE S 
STUFF OUT 
THEPE OOC 


you become 

A SPAIN-EATINS 
. MONSTEP? . 



AND SEE THAT THE 


TAKE MP. DONALL6V 
SACK TO HIS POOM 
l FOUP POINT A 
^ PESTPAINT^^^ 


IM NOT THE 
SPAIN-EATING 
MONSTEP 


NUPSE STAPTS HIM ON THIS M 
PEGIMEN OF EXPEPIMENTAL / , 

AND POSSlSty DANGEPOUS/ M 
^ ANTI'PS/CHOTICS .JH 


APE YOU > 
WPITING ANy 
OF THIS 
^DOWHPf > 


r NO, ^ 
OOC! 
WAIT' 


^ WAIT, ^ 
I'M FEELING 

SUDDENLy 
k 8ETTEP. . ^ 


SUT WHAT IF THE MUPOEPS DON T 
END THEPE THUS PPOVING THAT 
THOMAS ISN T THE SO-CALLED 
‘SPAIN-EATEP ’ 













IT 8ECOMES 
APPARENT ALMOST 
IMMEDIATEty THAT 
THE KEY TO 
P1SHTINS THIS 
DELUSION IS TO 
SUBJECT IT TO 
TH£ scientific: 
process 


THEPE WILL BE 
NO MOPE OF THIS 
UNSCIENTIFIC SPAIN 
EATEP CLAPTPAP 


THIS 

CENTLEMEN T 
IS THE NEW FACE 
OF ENCEPHA 
V. LOPHASIA Jl 


you APE OF x 
COUPSE WELL AWAPE ^ 
OF THE CUPIOUS STPINC OF 
SPAIN EXTPACTIONS THAT 
. HAVE OCCUPPED ON OUP^ 
&»•*. WATCH OF LATE 


^ I CAN'T ” 
EVEN PEMEMSEP 
WHAT THE OL O 
ONE LOOKED 
LIKE... 


joiD you KNOW THAT THEPE 
\ WAS AN OLD FACE OF 
hL ENCEPHALOPHACIA? A 


WELL NOW THAT 
HE BPINSS IT 
UP... ^ 


I CUESS 
SIX IN A WEEK 
DOES CONSTITUTE 
. SOME KIND OF . 
^ PATTEPN ^ 

























sentl£men; 


W THIS 15 ^ 
* NO TIME FOP 
. J PERFECTION 
^ OP ETHICAL 

B^CAUTlON', 


WHAT THIS ^ 
MOMENT CALLS 
, FOP IS ACTION' 


HEAP/ HEAP/ 


IN POOLING ALL OF , 
OUP PESOUPCES WE'LL \T 
TUPN THE MEDEA INSTITUTE II 
INTO TH£ DESTINATION FOP *1 
. ENCEPHALOPHASES FPOM A\ 
ALL OVEP THE 

WOPLD' ^^B 
^ AND WHO ™ 

B WILL WE HAVE 
■kv^lVtO THANK > 










SO, YOU' 

pememsep 

WHO I AM, 
.THOMAS?. 


THOMAS 3 


I'M ' 
SOPPY I AT6 
YOUC LEMON 
OQOPS. 


r i suess ^ 

THAT WOULD 
MAKE ME SEEM 
LIKE KIND OF A . 
k OEPK HUH tf 


~ WHATEVER ^ 
APE you SOINS 
fcTO UNTIE ME ^ 




























r oust because \ 
a <suy nevep hap a 
siplfpienp poesn r 
necessarily mean h£ 
^PIPN'T WANT ONE y 


• FIRST LETS ^ 
TALK ABOUT YOUR 
ENCEBHALOPHASIC 
V UPSES ^ 


NO, THOMAS, 
BNCBPHALO- 
v PHA&fA 


r BRAIN-EATINS ’ ^ 
THOMAS. IT MEANS W 
s. BPAIN-EATINS >•' 


X euT x 
( ALREAPYTOLP 1 
you THAT I PI ON T 
i EAT ANYONE S , 

V SPAIN J 


V * 


u 





V«|J Y 

■' * 


\T PfSy 

') 1 


„ J 




* %/p 



m# 

iLssely /wii lores'; 





- I 




































OH I PON T DISPUTE THAT YOU BELIEVE 
THAT WITH ALL YO UP HEART ANP MINP g 
BUT IMAGINE IF YOU 
WERE EXPERIENCING l 
A COMPLETE PSy- >4 

CHOTIC BREAK WHERE rTN 

yOU ARE ABLE TO 

ACT OUT yOUR / // ,/ ■ 

MOST UNTHINKABLE t J / I Al 
IMPULSES WITH NO i j t a / / i 
FEAR OF RECALL //Ml/ / 

AFTERWARDS "“> / ///* , 


I'LL BE 
FAMOUS/ 


I WILL 3 


yOU'LL BE 
FAMOUS' 


DOCTORS WILL WANT 
TO COME FROM ALL 
OVER THE WORLD 
l to STUpy youp j 

W. UNIQUE CASE ^1 


~ WOW WILL THEIR HANDS 
LEAVE COOL LIGHT TRAILS 
IN THE AIR LIKE yOURS DO 


THE MEDEA INSTITUTE WILL 
BECOME SyNONyMOUS WITH THE 
MOST CUTTING EDGE RESEARCH 
^ INTO THE EXTREMITIES OF i 
THE HUMAN PSyCHE 


BUT BEFORE ANy 
OF THAT CAN HAPPEN 
yOU ANP I HAVE VITAL 
l WORK THAT MUST 
W ^ BE PONE/ J 


r ITS A ^ 
GOOD THING 
THAT THERE S 
SO MANy OF 
- you.. A, 


DOCTOR 

( ANDERS" COME 

^_QUICK."^» 

^ \ -* 
























SOME PATIENTS 

win. ee lost 

AND SOME WILL 
ee SAVED. THAT'S 
THE CUPPENCy 
OF FAILUPE WHEN 
you APE 

A DOCTOP 


X D-OON'T 
UNDEPSTANO. 


.WHEN IT IS 
THE DOCTOPS 
WHO APE LOST? 


^ NOT A SPAIN ^ 
TO PIECE TOSETHEP 
^BETWEEN THEM ^ 


" JUST ” 
LIKE 6EFOPE 

W DOC -A 


SUCH,/^ 
6PILUANT 
. MINDS, a 


PEDUCED 
TO WHAT? 


LOOK DOC WE VE I 
ALPEADy CALLED THE 
COPS AND THEY APE ON 
THEIP WAy. SETTEP THAT J 
k you JUST &o LIE / 
V DOWN UNTIL THEY J 1 
SET HEPE * 


IlK. • 


*» 

'm 



T*‘ 



Hr 


BUT WHAT MEANING- 
APE WE TO TAKE 


















































THAT S JUST 
WHAT IT WANTS 
ME TO DO. THINK 
PATIONALLY 


THEN I 
PEALIZE, 


POP ONE MOMENT I 
CONSIDER POLLOWIN© 
HIS ADVICE. MAYBE I 
SHOULD LIE DOWN 


LAY DOWN 
CLOSE MY 
EYES AND 
WAIT 


HAVEN'T I BEEN 
UNDEP A LOT 
OP STPESS 
LATELY? I CAN'T 
PEMEM6EP. 


AND SO/ INSTEAD, I DO SOMETHING 
ELSE. SOMETHIN© CPAZY. 


THOMAS?^. 
IT'S ME. DOCTOP 
ANDEPS. WAKE 
























I WAS? 


oont you 

UNDEPSTANP 
..THOMAS '^ 


r you wepe “ 
Qi&mr you 

WEPE PISHT AU- 
^ ALONS y 


mow set youp 

SLIPPEPS ON . 


ow' 

WAS THAT 
ATTACHES^ 


XT 5 A CyNICAL APHOPISM BUT 
ONE, IN THIS CASE, I HOPE WILL 
ENSUPE THAT I LIVE TO NEVEP 
SPEAK OP THESE HOPPOPS ASA IN. 
























AND you JUST SO HAPPEN TO 
FIND YOUPSELVES CONFRONTED 

by a cpizzly bear... 


IP EVER you FIND YOURSELF IN 
THE WILDERNESS WITH A FPIEND. 


JUST Tpy ^ 
r TO FOCUS ON 
ST Ay INC AWAKE. I M 
T AKINS yOU OUT OF 
THIS FACILITY ON MY 
L. AUTHORITY ^ 


JUST A FEW 
MOPE YARDS 
. THOMAS . 


JUST REMEMBER. 


THE ^ 
EMERGENCY 
LOCKS HAVE 
ENCASED^ 


WHICH 

iceyp 


THE FOOTPACE 
iSN T BETWEEN 
YOU AND THE 
BEAP... 



























j ITS VOUP Ft? I END 

YOU PE PACING 

DOWN... 


'MMMMMUNNN6H’ 


AND IN THAT FINAL 
MOMENT IPEMEM6EP. 


>NNNSH< r 


y-you 
KILLED HIM' 


S STAY \ 
AWAy FPOM 
ME' I'M SUPEP 
k PELIGIOUS > 




♦/VI/WM/M/W/M* 

oeuaous 











♦BUT I fA SCWE 
THIN© OF A 
CONNOISSEURS 


♦HATE TO 
BE A SNOB 
ABOUT IT* 


♦ANP AT THIS POINT 
YOU PON T EVEN 
RATE AS AN 
AFTER-PINNER * 
MINT* J 


WOW ^ IT S LIKE ^ 
k ^ I M TOO STUPIO 
V TO PIE - 











WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING 
TO 00 ABOUT THE 
DISGUSTING DETRITUS 
YOU LEFT HFRF? ^ 


^ THANKS TO 
YOU I CAN KISS MY 
GOOD CRYPT-KEEPING 
SEAL OF APPROVAL 
W GOOD-BYE! *_ 


ARE YOU 
NUTS, C-K’! 


OON’T BRING HER BACK! I KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU NEEO TO CLEAN UP YOUR 
> _ CRYPT! LET ME TELL YOU ALL 

-ABOUT HER IN 

•T 'UtFritM THIS CHILLING 
I TALE 1 CALL- 


POOR THOMAS — 
>SOB<—NO ONE 
WANTS HIM— >S08< 
—NOT EVEN A 
BRAIN-EATING 







































































































CUTE COULDN'T 
FIND A PEAL 
woman to clean 
youp house fop 
you HUH" 


MAID MULTIFUNCTIONAL 


AUTOMATED IMMACULATE 
DISPOSAL UNIT. HOW MAy 

r assist you 3 


: DON 

HAVE TIME TO ^B 
r DEAL WITH PEOPLE 1 
TO ANSWEP THE IP OUES 
TIONS LISTEN TO THEIP 
COMPLAINTS OP PICK UP 
THE IP MESSES THIS 
v NEW M A I.D DOES L 
^AU, THAT FOP A«£^B 

watch^^^H 


; you see' EvEpyTHtNS a 

\ MOD6PN MAINTENANCE 
I, POSOT NEEDS ALL IN J 
&W,, ONE UNIT^^B 


M A l.D 3 DON'T TELL ME 
ANOTHEP ONE OF yOUP 
STUPID INVENTIONS 3 

















r THE BPOOM THE ^ 
MOP I UNOEPSTANO 

gut & cpowgap 51 anp is 

THAT A SUZZSAW^ WHAT 
POES SHE—IT—NEEO 

those foc? 


she ooes 

r WHATevet? I TEXT HEP 
TO DO. PISHT NOW X AM 
TECLINS HEP TO SHOW 
. YOUP CHEAP SPEEOy 
k. uyiNs seu= our ^ 


yecy...sTUGGOPN 

STAINS. 














you HAVE MADE A 
MESS. ACTIVATING 
CLEANSING AND 
DISPOSAL P0OSPAM 


WHAT APE 


you HAVE ^ 
MADE A MESS 
MPS GALE 
MESSES MUST 
ee DISPOSED 

^ OP. 


PPOGPAM ACTIVATED 
COMMAND PECEIVED 
ASSIST GUEST TO 




/cm oniws? 




■ STOP PO-s.OV*"NG 



. ' 'tiis isn • 

VF vn.j i 


i 

\ o ,ep ; you'- t»E 

■Bfc. ^ 


■n i v 

.• eapins * com a' (Bmm 













































I ' 


OC SALE IS NOT 
PECEIVIN© VISITOGS. 

please-- 


r whepe is He ^ 

WHAT'S He DONE 
WITH SAGAH? SHE 
NEVEG CAME HOME 
AND HEP CAP rS 
^STHX OUTSIDE^ 


r SALE' IT'S ^ 
OAKE' I'M COMINS 

fog you, OU? , 

^ MAN' A 


PLEASE WIPE YOUG 
FEET PLEASE WIPE 

youc . 


you HAVE 
MADE A MESS 













































































j THe NEXT D4y 


' s-soppy.you 

STAPTLE O ME .LET 
ME PICK THIS STUFF 
UP -WHAT A 
V MESS. > 































THAT S A UM 6PEAT COSTUME 
SOIN6 TO A PAPTY I WENT AS 
A FISH ONCE—HAP A HOOK 
HANSINS OUT OF MV MOUTH . 
AND EVEPYTHIN6. HEH 


^ PISHT. LET ^ 
ME OUST TAKE A 

look hepe. whoa.' 

THAT OOESN T 
^SOUND 6000 


YAAAHHHf 


SOMETHING'S 
PE ALLY JAMMED THIS 
8A0y UP UNNNH.JT'S 
PEAU-y IN TH£P£. 

^ WAIT, SOT IT ^ 


L NOT OPEPATIN* 



wMp t jPI 

C ] 


SrL 



1 

















r THAT'S—^ 

you've—gop, 

WHAT APE 

t you 3 


f THAT (S THE 1 
SECOND MESS YOU 
HAVE MADE SINCE 
L YOU At?C?IVEO i 


^ WHAT 3 ^ 

you're CCAZY 

GET AWAY PCOM 
^ ME/ ^ 


MESS CANNOT 
6E TOLEPATED 













































y£S, yes, fine, i.. what 

IS THAT 3 IT LOOKS LIKE 
V 6LOOO V 


yes. EvEpy thins seems to 

SE INTACT, BUT LET ME CUN 
S._ A FULL CHECK ^ 


I HAVE SEEN 

cappyins out My 

PPOSPAMMINS. 


you wepe 

f PPOSPAMMEO TO \ 
ANSWEP THE DOOP A NO 
THE PHONE TO SET THE 
MAIL TO CLEAN UP ANy 
tMESSES IN THE HOUSE / 
©v THAT'S ALL. 


I AM IN WOPKINS 

ocoec. messes will se 

EUMINATEO DISPUPTION 
FPOM NEISHGOPS WILL 
8E ENOEO 




















coppect. i was 

PPOSPAMMEO TO 

opepate in the most 

EPPtCIENT MANNEP 

possible 


THE MOST ^ 
EFFICIENT .=> EXPLAIN 
WHAT HAVE yOU 
DONE 3 


COPPECT. THAT HAS 
BEEN DEALT WITH 
THEPE WU BE NO 
PUTUPE DfSOPDEP 


W WAIT A MINUTE ^ 
XESTEPOAY YOU SAID 
SOMETHIN® WHEN SAPAH 
THPEW THE SEAYEP YOU 
. SAID SHE HAD MADE 
k. A MESS ^ 


CLEANIN® UP A MESS 
IS A TEMPOSAPY 
SOLUTION IT IS PAP 
MOPE EFFICIENT 
TO ELIMINATE THE 
CAUSE OP THE MESS 





















r OH, My coo... 

I ASKED you TO THPOW 
HEC OUT, OUT SHE NEVEC 
LETT DIO SHE 3 SAC AH' 
V SACAH' ^ 


SACAH’ ’" st s2 
rtHECE IS SHE 
you MECHANICAL 
. MONSTEP^ 


THE KITCHEN 
CEQUICES CLEANING 

eepoce food can 
ee made 


AAAAAHHH / 


































>GASPi< >CHOKE!< SHE’S ALMOST AS 
SCARY AS WHAT WE HAVE PLANNEO 
FOR THE NEXT FR/GHTEN/NG ISSUE 
OF TALES FROM THE CRYPTl > 


OUT OF THE KINDNESS OF 
MY BLACK HEART, I’D BE 
TICKLED PINK TO TIOY-UP 
- YOUR CRYPTIC-CRIB! , 


00 YOU 00 
VAULTS? 



































This comicbook will 
rot your brain! 


FEATURING 


THE OBYPT-KEEPEa 


THE VAULT-KEEPER 


71896 45506 


(|TA I 

I Im 


FROM 


ft w jf \ 

I { o 


1 ^ jr 



Qit^|LA pv/ 



jpf ^jllfyi^yL' wt 1 ! i y 



-i lip?/ f*; 




' kfl3& W /V 

I^THE OLD WlTCH"b TrHfi? 

K 4 



^Wmid r^wlm 



































HEE, H EE! BACK NJ 

f AGAIN, EH 9 BET YOU’RE 1 
WONDERING WHAT THE OLD WITCH IS 
DOING HERE 9 YOU WERE EXPECTING 
THE DECREPIT CRYPT-KEEPER AND 
HIS PARTNER-IN-SUME THE A 
^ VAULT KEEPER , RIGHT 9 m 


THE SHOCKING ‘TJ 

TRUTH IS THAT THEY’RE BOTH ^ 
HERE-VICTIMS OF CRYPT-FEVER! 
THEY’VE TOTALLY FREAKED OUT! 
TOO MUCH TIME SPENT IN THE CRYPT 
OF TERROR WATCHING YOU TOOMBJ 
WORST CASE I EVER SAW, 1 THEY 
EVEN HALLUCINATED SEEING ME a 
V DRESSED IN A FRENCH MAID’ 
imL. UNIFORM!* 


r MOT TO WORRY- ^ 
I’M BREWING UP A 
CURE RIGHT NOW! “HAVE 
CAULDRON-WILL TRAVEL!” 
v THAT’S MY MOTTO !yi 


>OU SAW IT TOO- 
LAST ISSUEI 


w WHILE THIS S/MMERS ^ 

LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT 
ANOTHER LADY WHO HAD TO TAKE 
CARE OF A LITTLE BOY, A REGULAR... 



















































































































































































MgS.SANQteZ 
TW1C »S HUMAN 
SDpJW To YJAK£ 
VOU- 1 UA^/e AN 
eNNCROeWCV 


UU.IAN,P<> 
y^u jojow 
WH4T TS/^& 

i r is? 


i eer yourte 

MUNGfey 


DUKP6P A fcA&V 
6N«3URpCt>ftS^ 


t vot**r 
UAM&A Sortte 
TO Peep MlN 1 '* 



























































y!\ j 































































































































































































































































aUSTA 
Mi MUTE, 


\ 

TMeoePAPTMEffr 
OFtiMAMsEWlCR. '- ' 

1 UMPE9STAKP I 
SOWgCME- r UgPT 

f\BAey crtTOte j 

^SfiSK- /■ 


res,TUcv pip, i 

Bun cAH-TMae. 



























































































>GASP! 

CHOKEK 


TALK ABOUT 
A TALE WITH 
BITE! 


^ STRANGE! 

I SWEAR I HEAR 
THE OLD WITCH,, 


7 ^SHE PROMISED > 
TO CLEAN-UP 
THIS CRYPT-BUT HER 
WICCA-WARES ARE 
V EVERYWHERE! ^ 


BUT IT SOUNDS UKE SHE’S 
HERE-TALKING ABOUT 
“HALLUONAT/NG”! 

AS IF...! - 


SNAKE! 
SNAKEI IT’S 
KILLING ME! 

































































PISLCAIMEC/ THIS IS NOT A COMMENTAPy ON WiCCAN BELIEFS, BUT A CAUTIONAPy 
TALE OP WHAT BEFALLS THOSE WHO USE WHAT TH£y DON'T UNDERSTAND POP 
SELFISH ENDS' _ _ 


ISNOPS 

f THEM'PEOPLE^ 
APE ONLy HOME- ^ 
LESS BECAUSE 
THEY WANT TO BE 
OUST LIKE WE PE 
HAPPY AND PPETTY 
BECAUSE THAT S A 
v WHAT WE A 
JN*. WANT/ 


THE 

FASHION 

POLICE/ 


SPOSS 
SOMEONE 
SHOULD CALL THE 
w POLICE' A 


HOWLSWOPTHS 
SON TAKES OVER 
TODAY.' I CAN T WAIT TO 
ASK HIM POP A PCIVATE 
OFFICE SO I CAN SPEND 
L MOPE TIME SEEKING 
. TPUE COMANCE ON fl 
r— THE WEB _^A : 
























































I JUST WANT A bissep SPACE 


50 X CAN PRACTICE PANCINS,' 
ANYTHING EXCEPT W0<?*r, 
PISHT, LADIES 31 


HOT, SO I CAN SPEND 
MOPE TIME LOOK INS 
L FOP SOME FUN A 


E-E-EXCUSE ME, BUT THEPE 
l-I-IS MOPE TO LIFE THAN 
. LOOKING AND FEELING / 
V S-S-SOOO' y 


^ HA-HA 
you SUPE DON'T 
LOOK GOOO' 


HA-HA 

HOW WOULD 

you know^ 


~ H££ f AND ” 
WHO CAPES HOW 
yOU FEEL ' a 


l\1 

iv I& 

vW 


Wk 

mi s' 

i 

V v * 



J U \ J * ffl 


\ hf 

. 





























I WAS PLANNING- TO FtPE 


MY LATE F-P-PATHER 

loved eyb-cancv, 

AND HEAVEN KNOWS J 
DO, TOO, BUT THERE 
ARE P-P-PLENTY 
OF TALENTED AND 
CAPABLE WOMEN J 
AND MEN OUT A 
^ THERE' 


YOU ALL SECAUSE YOU NEVES 
' DO ANY WORK.' THANKS j 
L FOR M-M-MAKINS 

IT EASIEST^ f 


* OMS/ THE * 
SON WAS SUP 
POSED TO S£ A 
. PU5HOVEP' A 


DID 

WE KILL THE 
OLD MAN FOR 
^ NOTHING? a 


HMM 


FOLLOW 
MY LEAD/ 


VIE 






























































MAVSE WE DlDN T WOPK SUT 
THEPE WAS ONE THINS WE DID 
POP youe PATHEP THAT MADE 
US WOPTH EVEPYTHIN& HE 
^ PAID US AND MOPE/ . 


you ^ 

SEE. .WE PE 

WICCAN/4 


VIE APE? 
OH, YEAH,.. 
WE APB/ 


T WICCAN 1 
LIKE YOU 
WOULDN T 
.BEUEVB A 


AND WE PEPPOPMED 
A PIT UAL THAT MADE 
YOUP PATHEP A PEAL 


UH. .IT'S THE PEASON 
HE COULD WPAP 
ANYONE HE WANTED 
APOUND HIS 
PINSEP' ^ 


vepy 

TI&HTiyf 

























YOU'D Uk:e US 
TO PEPFOPM OUQ 
PITUAL FOP YOU 
. WOULDN T 

you 3 ^ 


w yes' yes/ 

A THOUSAND 
.times yes . 


^>sos'< I've 
seen so lonbly/ 

SO AFQAlDf AND MY ■ 
PATHEP NEVEP PAID 
. AA/X ATTENTION 

K. 'O Me 

ALL-Heevep^^B 
save Me was ~ 

■ THIS Lousy BUSINESS/ 
m. AND I'M AFP AID OF 
BUSINESSES ^ 

too . 


DUST T6LL Me 
WHAT I HAVe TO 
DO AND I'LL DO 
IT/ ^ 















"EIPST, PENT A SECLUDED SHACK whepe no one can find you . UH. i mean us/ the pitual 
pequipes powbp sems, but a pich suy like you should 8E able to affopd them/ next * 


AK 1 FOUND 

Y some eo&us t 

CEPEMONY ONLINE CALLED 
OPAWINS DOWN THB MOON 
BUT AS LONS AS WE PE 
DANC1NS APOUND HE'LL 
DO WHATEV6P WE A 


r NICE TOUCH ^ 
FINDINS THESE 
OLD HALLOWEEN 
. COSTUMES 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT THIS 
. PITUAL ' 


r p£Aoy ^ 
TO DPAW 
DOWN 
THE MOON 
HAND- 
v SOMB’a 


Y AT THE ^ 
"HEISHT OF THE’ 
PITUAL YOU'LL 
HAVE TO DPINK 
THIS AND SAY 
THE WOPDS I 
L TAUSHT A 
you 

















































"CPEAT SOP CEPNUNNOS PETUPN TO EAPTH ASAiN 
COME AT My CALL AND SHOW THYSELP TO MEN 
SHEPEPO OP COATS UPON THE WILD HtLLS WAY 
LEAD THY LOST FLOCK FPOM OAPKNESS UNTO PAY^ 
PPfNK A NO 

BilTvI. ' vr' vl 


chus-a-lus; 

CHUS-AH-US' 

CHUS-A-LUS' 


I AM THE 

pof/eor 


r I AM 
the Hoesep 
v 500/ > 


>&ULP'GULP- 
eULP/< , 






,NOT FEELING 
SO 6000... 
























WHO SUMMONS 
THE HOCNE0 BOO 


WHOSE WISHES 
SHALL X FILL TO 

QUeSTiNG-'’ 
















YOUQ MIND AND SOOy APE NOW A 
WPITHINS WOUNO THAT PULSES TO 
. THE COSMIC SEAT OF HUNSEP'S 


HEAPT' 


BEHOLD/ 


s' you ^ 
APE PAPT OF THE 
DANCE OF THE 
v_ BEAL' ^ 










/Out? PO(?M HAS- A 
erLuON NBi?ve endinss fop 
peeuns pleasure why not. 
Leer them all aflame atJ 


AN 0 YOU WHO WANTED 
ONLY PHYSICAL PLEASUPE 
L WHEPE SHALL WE a 


HBLPf 


r NO, I CAN'T 
JUST LEAVE.' 


NOOOOOOOOOf 


r not ^ 

WITHOUT THE 



. _ ONCE ’ 



Eggs*-- 







L 


w' 




•: 























































AN O WHAT 

wa s it you 

WANT £0^ 


OH NOTHING 

x'm eooof 


r QOMANCef ~ 
THE SWOONING 
MAoesr/ THAT 
MAKES THE WOPLP 
^ GO POUND' ^ 


NO, PEALLY, 
THANKS, 6UT. 


r I CAN GIVE 
YOU MOPE THAN 

.THE WOQLO' 


I CAN GIVE ~ 
YOU THE MOON 
AN P THE STAGS' 


If - 

W nBGP** > ^ 

/■ jpr ?_ 

i " r*T, 






aartrite 









• SHALL WE ST APT 
WITH TH6 MOON** 


X •: . .'.v v 


f WITH LOVE 
< ALL THIIMSS APF 
\ POSSIBLE/ 


^ SHALL W£ ^ 

tass Tne wss of 

LOVE'S MAPNESS- 
SHALL we KISS THe 
KISS OF FOPEVEP- 














ALSO PPOMISEO 

you THE 572JP5 
. pion t r 4 


THE COLP 
UNCAPING 
STAPS 3 


^ SUPPOUNPEP 
sy AN INFINITE 
SLACKNESS AS OdC’*' 
AS youp OWN SLACK 
^ HEAPT' ^ 






*ANP FINALLY YOU LL 

never have to wopfc 

ASAIN 


X CAN YOU ^ 
BEUEV£ THREE 0065 
OPENED AT THE SAME 
\ COMPANY AT THE SAME 
X time 3 and we sot . 
THEM 3 


IT‘5 LIKE 
I ALWAYS SAY 
LADIES WISH HAPP 
ENOUSH AND YOU LL 
SET IT' A 


AND THE 

r HOMELESS APE ONLY^ 
THERE BECAUSE THAT S 
L WHERE THEY WANT ^ 



i 




1 

Urn 

































CAN'T WAIT 
TO Meet THE 
New ownep 


I HEAP 
H£ 5 TOTALLY 1 
^ HOTf ^ 











•CHOKE!* 


TO BE CONTINUED...? 


CRYPT-FEVER?) 
THE VAULT-KEEPER 
DOES LOOK MORE 
YELLOW THAN 


OH, DID I MENTION THERE’S A 
S/DE-EFFECT TO MY POTENT POTION’’ 
OON’T WORRY, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO WRITE YOUR CRYPT-KEEPER’S 
CORNER COLUMN BEFORE IT 
COMPLETELY KICKS IN! 
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Then — in my childhood— in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life— was drawn 
From ev’ry depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 

From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that ’round me roll'd 
In its autumn tint of gold— 

From the lightning in the sky 
As it pass’d me flying by— 

From the thunder and the storm, 

And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 

Of a demon in my view. 



Don't miss CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED #4 “The Raven and Other Poems” by Edgar Allan Poe, 
adapted by Gahan Wilson. On sale soon. 
































